Gc 

974.402 

D236da 

V.28 

1411731 


I G5MEALOCY 

c 


A 


‘ 

CCLLECTIOd 


LLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


833  01 


15 


494 


THE 


HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

OF  THE 

DANVERS  HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 


VOLUME  28 


Under  Direction  of  the  Committee  on  Publication 


DANVERS,  MASSACHUSETTS 

PUBLISHED  BY  THE  SOCIETY 

1940 


Ruth  Howard  Allen 
Editor 


Printed  by 

THE  PERKINS  PRESS 

TOPSPIELD,  MASS. 
1940 


1411731 


CONTENTS 


PAGE 

A Memorial  to  Captain  Amos  Pratt.  By  His  Grand- 

Daughter  Annette  Mudge  Pratt  ....  1 

The  History  of  the  General  Israel  Putnam  Chapter, 

D.  A.  K,  1895^1931.  By  Carrie  F B.  Wilkins  . 18 

Extracts  Prom  the  Diary  of  John  Quincy  Adams  Per- 
taining to  Samuel  Putnam.  Copied  by  Harriet 


S.  Tapley 37 

Some  Putnam  Houses  on  Locust  Street  {continued). 

By  Ruth  Howard  Allen  46 

S History  of  the  Old  Putnam  Cupboard.  By  Miss  Harriet 

Putnam  Fowler 53 

Account  of  the  Boston  Fire.  Prom  Diary  of  Edwin 
^ Mudge 59 


Collins  Street  Depot 


K.- 


r 

v; 


f 1. 


\ 


Jeremy  Hutchinson  Diary.  Copied  by  Florence  A. 
Mudge 

Buildings  Erected  in  Danvers  in  1939  . 


Records  of  ‘‘ 
1713-1752 


The  Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly, 
(continued) 


j y 


62 

64 

69 

70 


y 

1'^ 

>• 


Necrology 


95 


OFFICERS,  1939-1940. 


Honorary  President — Mrs.  William  C.  Endicott. 

President — Jasper  Marsh. 

First  Vice-Pres,ident — Rev.  William  S.  Nichols 

Second  Vice-President — Charles  S.  Tapley 

Secretary — Mrs.  Raymond  J.  Godfrey. 

Treasurer — Albert  T.  Armitage 

Curator — Miss  Jessie  P.  Learoyd 

Assistant  Curator — Miss  Mary  E.  Nichols 

Librarian — Mrs.  Isabel  H.  Batchelder 

Assistant  Librarian — ^Mrs.  Arthur  E.  Perkins 

Historian — Miss  Florence  A.  Mudge 

Executive  Committee: 

For  one  year — Miss  HIelen  D.  Hood 

Charles  0.  Merrill 

For  two  years — Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Stotler 

Charles  S.  Tapley 

For  three  years — ^Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Gay 

Richard  D.  Lee 

Publication  Committee — Miss  Harriet  S.  Tapley, 

Miss  Florence  A.  Mudge, 

Miss  Ruth  H.  Allen 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016- 


https://archive.org/details/danvershistorica28danv 


AMOS  PRATT 

1 8 1 1 — 1 894 


HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

OF  THF 

DANVERS  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


VoL.  28 


Danvers,  Mass. 


1940 


A MEMORIAL  TO  CAPTAIN  AMOS  PRATT 


By  His  Grand-daughter  Annette  Mudge  Pratt 


On  a small  hand-made  paper-covered  booklet  appears  the 
notation:  ‘‘A  Book  of  Reekords  for  Ephraim  Pratt,  Jr.” 
Within  this  is  to  be  found  the  following  one  page  record: 

Sept.  12,  1810. 

I was  Marryed  to  Betsey  Tapley  who  is  my  Wife 
which  was  on  Wednesday  Evening  and  Thursday 
Morning  I moved  her  home. 

July  8th,  1811. 

I had  a Son  born  and  called  his  name  Amos. 

October  35th,  1813. 

I had  a Daughter  born  whose  name  is  Betsey. 

(In  another  handwriting)  August  5th,  1815 

Ephraim  Pratt,  Jr.  died  Saturday  knight.” 

Prom  this  little  genealogical  record  it  is  to  be  seen  that 
my  Grandfather,  Amos  Pratt,  was  but  four  years  of  age 
when  his  Father  passed  away.  He  was  a native  of  North 
Reading,  but  as  his  mother  was  left  without  means  we  find 
that  at  the  tender  age  of  seven  he  came  to  Danvers  to  live 
with  his  Grandfather,  Amos  Tapley.  His  home  was  the  pres- 
ent Pitman  Farm  on  Centre  Street,  for  many  years  owned  by 
the  late  Joel  Kimball. 

We  learn  from  (Some  of  the  writings  of  the  late  George  P. 
Priest  that  this  house  was  originally  one  of  those  long-back 
roofed  style  — two  stories  in  front  with  its  long  back  roof 
sloping  away  to  one  story  in  the  rear.  Mr.  Priest  states  that 
it  was  a characteristic  specimen  of  a style  of  domestic  archi- 
tecture formerly  common  in  this  section,  copies  (so  ’tis  said) 
of  originals  in  ancient  Yorkshire,  whence  many  of  the  early 
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settlers  hereabouts  came.  In  later  years  the  roof  of  this  par- 
ticular house  was  raised.  The  Tapley  genealogy  states  that 
this  house  was  erected  in  1784. 

Later  on,  Grandfather  went  to  live  with  his  Uncle,  Aaron 
Tapley.  Again,  according  to  Mr.  Priest,  Mr.  Tapley,  it  is 
thought  lived  in  a house  then  standing  in  a field  opposite  the 
home  of  the  late  Henry  K.  Steutermann  on  Andover  Street. 
The  cellar-hole  of  this  house  may  now  be  seen.  Dr.  Rice  in 
his  History  of  the  First  Parish  in  Danvers  mentions  this 
house  as  being  the  original  seat  of  the  Tapley  family  in  the 
town. 

Many  times  the  writer  has  heard  it  mentioned  that  her 
Grandfather  was  obliged  to  earn  his  own  living  from  the  time 
he  was  seven  years  of  age;  no  doubt  at  the  time  he  came  to 
live  in  Danvers.  In  those  days  there  was  always  plenty  of 
work  for  the  children  to  do ; they  had  their  regular  tasks  and 
chores  and  did  them  gladly  without  grumbling  or  argument. 

Amos  Pratt  was  early  connected  with  the  First  Church  as 
his  name  was  included  in  the  list  of  scholars  in  the  Sunday 
School  when  it  was  founded  in  1818,  the  year  of  his  coming 
to  town. 

The  writer  knows  little  of  his  early  life ; his  schooling  was 
most  meagre.  Throughout  the  years,  however,  he  was  much 
of  a reader ; was  well-read  and  able  to  converse  intelligently 
on  many  sulijects.  He  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  at  which 
he  worked  for  many  years.  He  was  early  known  as  Captain 
Pratt  from  the  fact  that  he  was  Captain  of  the  Artillery  Com- 
pany whose  manoeuvers  took  place  on  the  Training  Field 
(now  the  Common)  holding  that  position  at  the  time  of  the 
disbanding  of  the  Company.  An  eighteen  inch  black  feather 
plume  with  red  tip,  inserted  in  a round  gilded  metal  base 
on  which  is  inscribed  an  eagle  with  outstretched  wings,  is  in 
our  possession.  This  plume  has  a whalebone  standard.  The 
measurement  from  top  to  bottom  is  twenty-four  inches.  We 
presume  this  may  have  been  worn  on  the  Captain’s  cap.  A 
red  leather  belt  with  gilt  markings  and  gilt  metal  rings  from 
which  was  suspended  a sword  is  also  in  existence. 

Among  Grandfather’s  Military  papers  we  find  his  appoint- 
ment as  Lieutenant  of  a Company  of  Artillery  in  the  3d  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry  in  the  1st  Brigade  & 2nd  Division  of  the 
Militia  of  the  Commonwealth  dated  7th  day  of  May  1832,  by 
Levi  Lincoln,  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief.  Oath  was 
taken  before  Eben  Sutton,  Col.  3d  Reg.  1st  Brig.,  2d  Div., 
Dec.  25,  1832. 
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Another  document  shows  that  Amos  Pratt  on  the  6th  day  of 
May  1834  was  appointed  Captain  of  a Company  of  Artillery 
annexed  to  the  3d  Re^.  of  Infantry  in  the  1st  Brigade  & 2nd 
Div.  of  the  Militia.  The  same  was  dated  1st  day  of  July,  1834, 
and  signed  by  John  Davis,  Governor  & Commander  in  Chief. 
Oath  was  taken  before  Jesse  Tapley,  Lieut.  Col.,  Aug.  1,  1834. 

There  is  a Brigade  Order  as  follows: — ‘‘Marblehead,  15th 
Sept.  1834.  The  Commanding  officers  of  Companies  in  the 
Reg.  of  Artillery  in  the  1st  Brig.  2nd  Div.  are  hereby  ordered 
to  appear  with  the  commissioned  officers  attached  to  their 
respective  companies  at  the  Lafayette  Coffee  House  in  Salem 
on  Thursday  the  25th  inst.  at  10  o ’clock  A.  M.  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  a Colonel  and  to  fill  such  other  vacancies  as  may 
then  exist.  Brigade  Major  Barton  will  attend  said  election 
as  recording  officer.  Per  ordter,  Samuel  Avery,  Brig.  Gen., 
1st  Brig.  2d  Div.,  M.  M.  J.  W.  Barton,  Brig.  Maj.  & Insp.” 

Another  communication  reads  as  follows:  “Salem,  Dec. 

1st,  1835.  Oapt.  Amos  Pratt  & Subaltern  Officers.  Gent 
I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Uniform  Companies 
of  this  Town  intend  giving  a Military  Ball  at  Hamilton  Hall, 
Dec.  14th.  I am  requested  to  invite  your  subscription  & 
attendance  in  Uniform.  Your  early  reply  is  desired.  For 
the  Com.  of  Arrangements.  Resp.  Yrs.  (signed)  Dian.  H. 
Johnson.  Tickets,  $5.” 

A brigade  Order  from  Marblehead,  dated  July  20,  1836, 
reads  as  follows:;  “Agreeable  to  the  request  of  Capt.  Amos 
Pratt  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  the  following  named  pri- 
vates are  hereby  discharged  from  the  Artillery  Company 
under  his  command,  viz:  Amos  P.  Swinerton,  Orin  Putnam, 
John  Roberts,  Benjamin  Russell,  Joseph  Morrison,  Samuel 
Rowell,  Winthrop  Andrews,  Caleb  S.  Russell,  and  Josiah 
Welch.”  The  signature  is  that  of  Samuel  Avery,  Brig.  Gen’l. 
1st  Brig.  2d.  Div.  by  Prankn.  Knight,  Brig.  Major. 

Another  Regimental  Order  reads  as  follows : ‘ ‘ Salem,  Sept. 
20th,  1835.  Sir:  In  pursuance  of  a Brigade  order  received 
this  day  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  assemble  the  Company 
under  your  command  for  the  purpose  of  Inspection  & Re- 
view on  Monday  the  26th  day  of  September  at  9 o’clock,  A.  M., 
on  Washington  Square  in  Salem.  Mr.  Sam’l  C.  Pitman  is 
appointed  Adj.  pro  tern,  (signed)  George  Peabody,  Col. 
Reg.  Artillery  1 B.,  2d  D.,  M.  M.  Sam’l  C.  Pitman,  Adj. 
pro  tern.” 

The  disbanding  of  the  Company  was  in  1836.  On  a paper 
bearing  the  State  Seal  appears  the  following:  “Common- 
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wealth  of  Massachusetts.  Headquarters  Boston,  October  3d 
1836.  HIS  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  with  advice 
of  Council,  having  caused  the  Company  of  Artillery  (in  Dan- 
vers) in  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  first  Brigade  and 
second  Division  of  the  Militia  of  this  Commonwealth,  lately 
commanded  by  Amos  Pratt  to  be  disbanded;  the  said  Amos 
Pratt  is  hereby  honorably  discharged  from  the  office  of  Cap- 
tain in  the  Company  aforesaid.  By  His  Excellency’s  Com- 
mand, (signed!)  . . . Dearborn.  Adjutant  General.” 

Capt.  Pratt  upon  his  marriage  in  1838  to  Almira,  daughter 
of  Simon,  Jr.  and  Fannie  Merriam  Mudge  of  Danvers,  moved 
to  Lyndeborough,  N.  H.,  where  his  brother-in-law,  Ebenezer 
Fiske  was  residing.  Here  he  lived  in  one  of  those  typical 
story  and  a half  New  England  homesteads  on  the  side  of  a hill 
leading  to  Pinnacle  Mountain.  According  to  Woodward  & 
Donovan  in  their  History,  this  little  township  ‘‘was  emphat- 
ically a land  of  mountains,  hills  and  valleys,  and  figuratively 
speaking  there  were  few  places  where  a wagon  would  stand 
without  ‘trigging  the  wheels.’  ” Continuing,  “While  the 
highest  elevations  of  land  in  the  town  are  generally  known  as 
the  Lyndeborough  Mountains,  there  are  four  distinct  peaks, 
namely.  Rose,  Pinnacle,  Piscataquog  and  Winn  Mountains, 
ranging  from  1710  to  1075  feet.  They  are  all  of  the  Pack 
Monadnock  range.”  “From  a point  on  the  summit  of  Had- 
ley’s Hill  (13'21)  ” — we  believe  not  far  from  Grandfathers 
place  — “may  be  seen  the  following:  Joe  English,  Uncanoon- 
ucs,  Pawtuckaway,  Saddle-back,  Nuts  Mt.,  Nottingham  Mt., 
Fort  Mt.,  McCoy’s  Mt.,  Brush  Hill,  Catamount,  Straight- 
back,  Belnap  Mt.,  Ossipee  Mts.,  Mt.  Chocorua,  Mt.  Paugus, 
Mt.  Passaconaway,  Mt.  Whiteface,  Tripyramid,  Mt.  Wash- 
ington, Sandwich  Dome,  Mt.  Israel,  Pemigewasset  Mt.,  Pro- 
file Mt.,  Mt.  Stinson,  Moosilauke  Mt.,  Mt.  Carr,  Mt.  Kear- 
sarge  (Warner),  Stewart’s  Peak,  Sunapee  Mts.,  Lovetts  Mt., 
Croydon  Mt.,  Crotchet  Mt.,  and  Knight’s  Hill.  The  view 
of  the  Grand  Monadnock  is  hidden  by  the  Pinnacle  from  this 
place.” 

In  looking  over  the  early  History  of  the  town  we  notice  that 
it  was  early  known  as  Salem  Canada.  Figuring  among  the 
early  transactions  of  the  place  appears  the  name  of  Benja- 
min Lynde,  Esq.  When  later  the  name  of  this  township  was 
changed  it  seemed  most  fitting  that  this  man’s  memory  might 
be  perpetuated  by  having  the  town  bear  his  name,  and  thus 
it  became  Lyndeborough. 

The  portion  known  as  South  Lyndeborough  was  called, 
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previous  to  1830,  Putnam ’s  Corner.  In  looking  through  Don- 
ovan & Woodward’s  History  of  the  Town  we  note  that  there 
are  sixty  Putnams  listed  in  the,  index.  We  learn  that  a Han- 
nah Putnam,  daughter  of  Dea.  Ephraim  Putnam,  born  in 
1742  was  the  first  white  child  to  he  born  in  the  town.  One 
of  the  earlier  Putnams  residing  there  bore  the  name  of  Eph- 
raim and  to  distinguish  him  from  two  others  of  the  same 
name  was  called  ‘‘Danvers  Ephraim”  since  he  was  a native 
of  Danvers,  year  of  birth  given  as  1744. 

Col.  Israel  Hutchinson  was  an  early  proprietor  of  Lynde- 
borough  land.  His  connection  with  the  Putnam  family  may 
account  for  his  investment  in  the  land  of  the  town.  He  mar- 
ried Mehitabel,  the  widow  of  Archelaus  Putnam  of  Danvers 
and  was  himself  a Danvers  man. 

Among  Oapt.  Pratt’s  Account  Books  is  one  in  which  he 
listed  his  transactions  starting  in  1835  and  continuing  until 
1854.  More  or  less  of  the  entries  pertain  to  his  work  as  a 
shoemaker.  It  is  interesting  to  glance  at  some  of  the  items. 
The  making  of  women  ’si  shoes  was  given  as  30^,  while  we  also 
notice  23^  and  25^.  Binding  was  given  as  54  per  pair,  also  4^. 
Childrens  boots  were  made  and  closed  at  15 per  pair,  other 
notations  show  the  price  to  have  been  20'^  and  25</^.  For  the 
making  of  a pair  of  thick  shoes  for  a boy  he  charged  50^, 
while  40^  was  the  price  for  a boy’s  thin  shoes.  For  mending 
a certain  boy’s  shoes  he  had  42^,  another  entry  shows  8^  as 
the  amount  charged.  For  the  tapping  of  shoes  for  a boy  10# 
was  the  amount,  also  20^.  Some  of  the  entries  state  that  he 
also  found  the  leather  and  this  may  account  in  some  measure 
for  the  sliding  scale  of  prices  charged.  Then  too,  this  book 
covered  a period  of  nineteen  years. 

There  were  entries  against  the  town  of  Lyndeborough  for 
shoes  made  for  the  residents  at  the  Poor  Farm.  For  one 
woman  we  notice  that  the  amount  charged  for  her  shoes  was 
$1.10  ; in  another  instance  during  one  year  two  pair  were 
made  for  her  at  $1.17  each,  while  op  another  page  the  price 
for  her  shoes  was  $1.20.  We  wonder  if  she  possessed  a par- 
ticularly large  foot  since  some  of  the  men  folks  had  shoes 
costing  $1.00.  Repairing  shoes  for  these  people  at  the  Poor 
Farm  we  note  that  prices  were  given  as  58#,  42#,  33# ; but 
for  this  particular  woman  a charge  of  60^  was  made. 

During  his  years  of  residence  in  New  Hampshire  his  con- 
nection with  Danvers  were  not  wholly  obliterated  since 
the  Account  Book  has  entries  as  follows:  “Otis  & Edwin 

Mudge  to  A.  Pratt,  Dr.,  Feb.  1845.  To  making  & binding  100 
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pr  womans  boots  at  25%^  per  pair;  Apr.  1845.  To  making 
& binding  50  pr.  shoes ; Ang.  1845.  To  making  50  pr.  womans 
shoes  at  23^ ; Oct.  1845.  To  making  100  pr  womans  shoes  at 
18^^.” 

Scattered  throughout  this  book  are  to  be  found  entries,  a 
few  of  which  are  as  follows : To  work  killing  hog,  20^ ; to 

work  killing  two  hogs,  33^ ; to  work  on  hogstye,  60^ ; to  four 
days  work  haying,  $4.50;  to  days  farmwork,  67<^;  to  lamp 
oil,  13^ ; to  5 lbs.  butter  at  15^^  per  lb. ; to  2 lbs.  butter  at 
18^  per  lb ; to  calves  head  & pluck,  10^  ; to  60  “ clabboards ”, 
60^ ; to  one  sheepskin,  54^ ; one  calfskin,  ^24,  to  one  calf- 
skin, $2.20;  to  11  feet  of  leather  $1.65;  to  23%  lb.  sole 
leather,  $4.23  ; to  4 qts.  pegs,  36?^.  We  notice  in  1852  that 
there  are  several  entries  of  his  having  sold  eggs  at  12^  per 
dozen.  That  same  year  he  paid  $4.58  for  the  tuition  of  his 
children.  In  1854  the  price  paid  for  this  was  $6.00  and  45<# 
sy>ent  for  books  for  the  children — ^probably  school  books.  In 
1854  he  paid  $11.75  for  a barrel  of  flour,  also  $11  and  $11.05. 

We  have  found  a paper-covered  book  in  which  is  listed  in 
ink  the  valuation  of  the  Districts  of  the  Town.  For  that  year, 
1855,  we  note  that  Grandfather’s  horse  was  valued  at  $50, 
5 cattle  listed  as  $104;  apparently  he  owned  66  acres  valued 
at  $900.  His  total  valuation  was  $1694;  his  tax  amounted 
to  $14.23.  The  Highway  tax  was  given  as  $4.23.  Horses 
were  very  carefully  graded  since  their  values  cover  quite  a 
range.  Going  over  the  list  of  those  owning  one  horse  we 
notice  that  the  lowest  valuation  seems  to  be  $14,  and  the 
highest  $100. 

There  appeared  to  be  a few  people  who  didn’t  own  a horse 
as  there  are  numerous  entries  relative  to  the  use  of  horse  and 
wagon.  Transportation  to  nearby  towns  was  most  reason- 
able. The  charge  to  Mt.  Vernon  was  50^,  while  to  another 
party  the  amount  was  listed  as  40?^  (they  may  have  furnished 
their  own  wagon),  to  Wilton  it  was  40^,  to  New  Boston,  40<^, 
while  to  Manchester,  N.  H.  it  is  given  as  $1.50 — no  doubt 
an  all-day  trip. 

During  my  grandfather’s  residence  in  Lyndeborough  sev- 
eral places  were  burglarized  and  the  following  is  a copy  of  a 
handbill  gotten  out  at  that  time : 

‘‘FIFTY  DOLLARS  REWARD 

The  dwelling  house  of  Moses  Chenery  in  Lyndeborough 
was  broken  upon  on  Saturday  night  last,  and  the  following 
articles  were  stolen  therefrom,  viz : 
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A Frock  Ooat,  dark  mixed ; 1 pr.  mixed  Pantaloons ; 

1 pair  knit  Woolen  Gloves;  1 Silver  Watch;  1 Gold 
Breast  Pin,  set  with  Diamond ; 1 gold  Ring  with  hair 
work,  marked  A.  H. ; also  the  deed  of  the  subscriber’s 
farm,  and  other  papers  destroyed. 

The  house  of  Mr.  Amos  Pratt,  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
was  also  attempted  to  be  broken  on  Sunday  night.  A man 
was  seen  at  the  window,  but  being  alarmed,  made  his  escape, 
leaving  a chisel  behind  him,  with  which  he  had  removed  the 
putty  from  the  glass.  Repeated  acts  of  this  kind  having 
recently  been  attempted  in  the  same  neighborhood,  the  sub- 
scribers are  induced  to  offer  Fifty  Dollars  reward  for  the 
detection  of  the  thief  and  the  recovery  of  the  above  articles. 

Moses  Chenery 
Amos  Pratt 

Lyndeborough,  Feb.  17,  1845.” 

Among  Grandfather’s  papetrs  the  following  receipt  has 
come  to  light: 

‘‘Amherst,  (N.  H.)  Apr.  28,  1845. 
Received  in  full  by  Note  twenty-five  dollars  a/ci  Mr. 
Mioses  Chenery  and  Mr.  Amos  Pratt  per  the  detection 
of  John  Chenery. 

(signed)  E.  F.  Perkins.” 

The  writer  has  heard  it  mentioned  that  this  John  Chenery 
who  was  detected  as  the  thief  was  a relative  of  the  above 
named  Moses  Chenery  and  was  looked  upon  as  a peculiar 
chap.  We  have  been  unable  to  learn  what  his  punishment 
may  have  been,  if  any. 

Aunt  Emma  Pratt  has  often  spoken  of  the  poorness  of  the 
land  of  that  little  country  town  where  she  was  born  and  has 
said  that  Grandfather  was  interested  in  farming;  wishing  to 
make  his  living  from  the  land  he  decided  to  return  to  Dan- 
vers where  it  was  more  suitable  for  farming  purposes. 

Apparently  when  he  planned  to  return  to  Massachusetts 
an  auction  was  held  as  we  find  an  account  of  articles  sold  by 
Peter  Clark  for  Amos  Pratt  on  February  24,  1856.  We  find 
among  this  list  of  things  sold,  the  following:  ox-cart,  $8175; 
ox-bow,  50i^;  plow,  $4;  plow,  $3.87^/^;  plow  points,  170; 
cow,  $35.50;  cow,  $31.35;  10  hens  $3.33;  cross-cut  saw,  $2.25 ; 
churn,  $1.80;  spinning  wheel,  400;  cheese  press,  45^;  3 but- 
ter tubs,  37^/40;  iron  bucket,  42^;  brass  kettle  $^25;  sap 
buckets,  80^;  soap,  $2.00. 
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Among  the  genealogies  listed  in  the  History  of  Lyndehor- 
ough  by  Donovan  & Woodward,  appears  the  following  article 
relative  to  Grandfather : “He  was  a man  much  respected  in 
the  community  for  his  sterling  honesty  and  upright  dealing. 
He  was  moderator  of  the  town  meetings  7 years,  selectman  2 
years  and  overseer  of  the  poor  10  years.  ’ ’ 

On  his  return  to  Danvers  in  1856  Grandfather  purchased 
from  his  brother-in-law,  William  Wudge,  the  ancestral  home 
of  his  wife’s  grandfather,  Simon  Mudge,  Sr.,  a 40-acre  farm 
on  Centre  Street,  which  he  owned  until  his  death  in  1894, 
38  years  later.  When  this  farm  (now  numbered  191)  was 
sold  by  his  son  in  1910'  it  had  been  in  the  Mtidge  family  for 
at  least  135  years.  Grandfather  kept  the  land  in  a good  state 
of  cultivation  and  raised  a goodly  amount  of  vegetables  for 
those  times.  In  addition,  the  winter  ’s  supply  of  hay  was  cut 
and  stored  in  the  barn  annually.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  had  three  horses  and  about  a dozen  cows. 

The  writer  has  heard  it  mentioned  that  he  raised  pickles 
to  some  extent ; that  some  of  them  were  sold  at  the  pickle 
factory  in  Cambridge.  In  one  of  his  account  books  between 
1860  and  1870  there  were  numerous  sales  of  pickles;  in  some 
instances  500  brought  $1.00,  then  again  the  same  amount 
v/ould  sell  for  $1.50.  One  entry  in  1865  shows  4700  pickles 
selling  for  18^^  per  hundred.  Apparently  peas  were  often 
sold  by  the  barrel  as  in  1862  he  received  $3.50  for  same.  At 
least  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  onions  were  raised,  the 
land  being  well  suited  for  that  purpose.  Potatoes  were  sold 
by  the  barrel  as  in  1860  we  notice  that  he  received  $1.13  to 
$1.35;  in  1864,  $4.00';  while  in  1866  he  gives  $5.00  as  price 
realized.  In  1864  a barrel  of  sour  apples  brought  $4.25, 
while  in  1868  $4  was  received  from  sale  of  barrel  of  sweet 
apples. 

Grandfather’s  land  extended  from  Centre  St.  through  to 
Dayton  St.  There  were  at  least  200  apple  trees  on  the  place 
at  the  time  of  his  passing  away.  One  orchard  situated  on 
Dayton  St.  consisted  of  particularly  tall  trees,  of  the  Baldwin 
variety,  as  were  most  of  them.  Another  lot  of  apple  trees 
located  not  so  near  Dayton  Street  but  in  the  same  field,  was 
set  out  the  day  of  the  writer  ’s  birth  — and  this  was  always 
designated  as  the  “Young  orchard.”  Scarcely  any,  possibly 
none  of  them  are  now  in  existence.  A little  back  from  Dayton 
Street  was  an  elevation  of  land  under  cultivation.  My  father 
often  remarked  that  he  believed  the  Indians  formerly  con- 
gregated on  ledge  there,  as  w^hen  plowing  was  done  arrow- 
heads were  often  found  on  this  spot. 


MUDGE  - PRATT  FARM 
91  Centre  Street,  Danvers  Picture  taken  about  1880 
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The  house  to  which  Grandfather  brought  his  family  was 
built  in  1805-6  or  7,  but  previous  to  that  another  had  stood 
on  the  same  spot.  We  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  burnedl  or  demolished.  A large  lock  and  key 
belonging  to  this  original  house  is  still  in  our  possession,  the 
key  measuring  about  six  inches  in  length.  The  house  was 
constructed  at  a time  when  ceilings  were  not  quite  so  low  as 
the  earlier  ones ; the  studs  measured  about  8 feet.  The  writer 
recalls  the  inside  sliding  shutters  in  the  front  room  and  down- 
stairs bedroom,  possibly  because  they  didn’t  work  any  too 
easily,  and  would  sometimes  get  stuck.  No  doubt  many  coats 
of  paint  may  not  have  helped  them.  They  were  removed  a 
few  years  after  Grandfather’s  death.  As  in  most  of  the  older 
houses  there  was  a large  fireplace  in  the  kitchen  where  the 
cooking  was  done.  An  early  recollection  is  that  during  the 
summer-time  the  stove  was  moved  into  the  opening,  but  dur- 
ing the  winter  season  the  fire-board  was  in  place  and  the  wood 
stove  was  out  in  the  room  where  it  gave  off  a tremendous 
heat.  A large  wood-box  had  a conspicuous  place  during  the 
colder  weather  and  was  always  piled  high  with  great  pieces 
of  wood. 

On  the  mantle  shelf  over  this  fireplace  was  at  least  three 
kerosene  lamps,  the  chimneys  of  which  were  always  covered 
with  a paper  bag  or  piece  of  brown  paper  pinned  to  fit  the 
glass  chimney.  Beside  the  match-box  was  the  container  in 
which  paper  tapers  were  kept,  and  these  were  always  used  if 
there  were  any  blaze  whatever  in  the  stove.  Within  my 
memory  the  large  brick  oven  was  removed  and  a good  sized 
dish-closet  resulted. 

Around  the  top  of  the  walls  on  two  sides  of  the  kitchen 
were  hooks,  and  each  fall  for  weeks  the  corn  to  be  used  for 
seed  the  following  year  was  hung  to  dry.  The  husks  were 
carefully  saved  to  make  into  husk  beds.  Since  there  were 
numerous  feather  beds  we  doubt  if  the  ones  made  of  husks 
were  used  except  under  the  feather  bed. 

The  present  barn  at  the  place  was  built  in  1876  by  a Mr. 
Potter  of  Topsfield.  The  plan  is  still  in  existence  showing 
it  to  be  40ft.  x 50ft. ; the  figures  show  that  the  lumber  pur- 
chased from  Calvin  Putnam  cost  $970.13.  We  note  that  Mr. 
Potter’s  bill  for  160  days’  work  was  $400;  no  doubt  the  hours 
of  labor  were  somewhat  longer  than  at  the  present  time.  We’ve 
been  told  that  the  carpenters  had  their  noon-day  meal  fur- 
nished them.  Other  figures  show  that  15  casks  of  nails  at 
$3.50  per  hundred,  ($5'2.50)  were  used.  The  ten  windows 
cost  $13.30,  etc.,  etc. 
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Mr.  Potter  estimated  the  cost  of  the  cupola  to  be  $25.  To 
children  in  particular  this  was  a place  of  delight.  From  it 
one  had  a wonderful  view  — on  a pleasant  day  the  blue  water 
of  the  ocean  could  readily  be  seen  and  Abbott  Hall  in  Mar- 
blehead could  be  located.  On  warm  summer  days  we  liked 
to  climb  the  steps  for  it  was  always  a place  where  a breeze 
could  be  found,  even  on  sultry  days,  or  else  we  imagined  it. 
On  the  top  of  this  cupola  was  a gilded  weather  vane  — re- 
ceipted bill  still  in  our  possession  shows  it  to  have  cost  $25. 

Between  the  house  and  barn  was  a shoemaker’s  shop,  so 
common  in  those  days  in  the  town  of  Danvers.  My  early 
memories  of  this  are  most  pleasant.  In  Grandfather’s  time 
shoemaking  was  given  attention  up  stairs,  where  a shoemaker ’s 
bench  and  chair  hadl  a place  between  two  front  windows.  In 
the  center  of  the  room  was  a small  stove  that  gave  out  power- 
ful heat.  When  quite  young  the  writer  recalls  spending  many 
happy  hours,  particularly  on  rainy  days,  first  using  an  awl 
and  then  pounding  pegs  into  pieces  of  board.  On  many  a 
stormy  day  a fire  would  be  built  and  the  men  would  wash  and 
oil  the  harnesses,  hanging  them  up  to  dry.  If  no  harness 
needed  mending  or  washing  then  there  was  always  the  wood- 
pile  down  stairs  to  be  given  attention.  The  folks  owned  a 
20-acre  lot  on  the  Paper-Mill  road  (then  called  ‘‘Scrub  Oak” 
Road)  in  Middleton  where  the  winter’s  supply  of  wood  was 
cut  or  perhaps  some  of  it  came  from  the  lot  on  Dayton  Street. 
In  common  with  many  others  Grandfather  had  a small  peat- 
bog in  Middleton,  reached  by  a road  just  over  the  bridge  on 
Green  Street.  At  least  two  of  the  turf-cutters  are  still  in 
our  possession. 

One  of  the  annual  spring  duties  on  the  farm  was  the 
building-up  of  the  stone  walls,  as  invariably  they  required 
more  or  less  attention.  Ivy  persisted  in  growing  here  and 
there  on  these  walls  and  each  spring  the  growth  of  the  pre- 
vious season  was  cut  and  burned. 

In  his  Account  Book  starting  in  1854  we  find  that  Grand- 
father kept  in  a most  orderly  fashion,  his  transactions,  all 
in  his  own  handwriting  up  to  within  nine  months  of  his  death 
in  1894.  Upon  returning  to  Danvers  in  1856  and  taking  up 
farming  we  learn  from  entries  in  this  book  that  for  a number 
of  years,  young  men  from  Lyndeborough  came  down  to  work 
for  him.  At  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  these  men  wrote  to 
the  folks  that  in  1872  he  had  come  to  our  town,  the  first  place 
he  had  ever  worked  away  from  home.  He  said  he  could 
truthfully  call  it  his  beginning  and  that  he  would  never  for- 
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get  some  of  the  lessons  taught  him  by  the  most  orderly  man 
he  ever  saw  — he  had  a place  for  everything  and  everything 
was  in  its  place.  Mr.  Chamberlain  says  in  that  letter  that 
there  never  was  an  unkind  word  that  he  could  remember  to 
anyone  or  of  anyone.  He  was  glad  that  his  lot  was  first  cast 
in  so  pleasant  a place  under  so  good  a teacher.  Years  later 
when  this  gentleman  was  residing  in  the  central  part  of  this 
state  he  icame  now  and  then  to  see  our  folks  and  seemed  most 
appreciative  for  Grandfather ’s  influence  over  him  in  his  early 
life. 

After  a time  we  notice  that  the  old  Lyndeborough  names  did 
not  appear  in  the  account  book.  Men  from  the  Provinces 
were  beginning  to  arrive.  Because  a youth  had  found  work 
on  a farm,  at  wages  say  $10',  $15,  or  $20  a month  and  board 
for  winter  work,  or  $20  or  more  for  the  summer  period,  the 
following  season  his  brother  or  some  friend  would  arrive. 
These  men  were  found  to  be  most  dependable  and  farmers  all 
around  were  glad  to  hire  them.  Two  of  these  men  in  partic- 
ular were  with  Grandfather  for  a number  of  years  and  con- 
tinued with  the  writer’s  father  when  he  took  over  the  farm 
in  1894. 

We’ve  heard  it  said  that  Grandfather  liked  to  see  a man 
eat  before  he  hired  him.  If  he  cleared  his  plate  that  was  a 
good  sign,  but  if  he  were  picking  and  choosing  he  might  not 
prove  to  be  what  was  wanted  in  a farm  hand.  (Alas,  when 
I look  at  my  own  plate  after  a meal  I sometimes  think  that 
my  chances  of  securing  work  from  him  would  be  small!) 

My  early  recollection  of  eating  at  Grandfather’s  was  that 
the  hired  men  ate  with  us  at  the  same  table.  During  the 
winter  season  there  would  be  but  one  who  lived  there,  but  in 
the  summer  two  boarded  with  us.  Then,  too,  Mr.  Henry  K. 
Steutermann  who  worked  there  during  the  summer  period 
always  had;  his  dinner  with  us.  Just  above  the  farmhouse 
was  a good  sized  garden  where  currants  were  raised.  Mr. 
Steutermann  seems  to  have  been  an  expert  with  the  hoe  and 
one  of  his  principal  jobs  was  that  of  keeping  that  garden  free 
from  weeds.  Aside  from  the  red  currants  there  was  a row 
of  white  ones.  Then  there  were  the  gooseberries,  those  smaller 
ones  growing  in  great  profusion  and  also  a larger  variety. 
Here  and  there  in  this  garden  were  pear  trees  of  numerous 
varieties.  In  another  location  was  the  ‘‘Pound”  pear  tree. 
My  memory  of  this  old  tree  is  that  the  fruit  was  not  so  pleas- 
ant to  the  taste  but  better  suited  for  the  pear  preserve  which 
my  Aunts  made.  This  particular  pear  tree  was  set  out  by 
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my  great-great-grandfather,  Simon  IVCndge,  Sr.,  some  time 
previous  to  his  death  which  occurred  in  1799.  This  was 
larger  than  the  usual  pear  tree  and  as  time  went  on  it  began 
to  decay  and  when  cut  (before  1910)  my  Aunt  Emma  had 
some  of  the  wood  made  into  various  articles,  goblets,  etc. 

Grandfather  was  most  particular  about  his  machinery  and 
tools.  If  one  of  the  men  failed  to  clean  or  hang  up  his  hoe 
or  other  implement  at  the  close  of  the  day’s  work,  if  noticed, 
that  man  would  generally  have  it  called  to  his  attention.  His 
machines  were  also  kept  under  cover  when  not  in  use.  There 
always  seemed  to  be  a place  for  everything  he  owned,  and  he 
didn’t  have  to  borrow  things  to  work  with  either.  Even  the 
bean  poles  had  a roof  over  them  except  when  they  were  actual- 
ly in  use.  At  the  east  side  of  the  yard  was  a ‘‘wagon  house” 
w^hile  below  the  barn  toward  the  north,  passing  down  a lane 
was  the  so-called  “lower  building.”  My  early  recollection 
of  these  buildings  was  that  they  were  most  orderly.  Contin- 
uing down  the  “Lane”  one  passed  through  a gate-way  to  the 
pasture  where  the  cows  were  kept  during  the  feeding  season. 
During  the  summer  not  much  water  remained  in  the  pond 
except  during  a rainy  period,  but  in  the  fall  it  would  be 
dammed-up  and  often  fine  skating  would  result.  Once  in  a 
while  musk-rats  destroyed  the  dam. 

In  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town 
of  Danvers  for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1867  the  name  of 
Amos  Pratt  is  listed  as  Prudential  Committee  District  No.  5. 
In  glancing  through  the  pages  of  this  we  notice  that  the  cost 
of  maintaining  this  school  was  given  as  $540.73  for  the  32 
weeks  ; 62  scholars,  average  number  42.5.  The  Spring  and 
Fall  term  teacher  was  Miss  Cornelia  E.  Hood.  The  Winter 
term  teacher  was  Charles  H.  Pay  with  Miss  Clara  H.  Mudge 
as  assistant.  The  Primary  Department  w^as  cared  for  by  Miss 
Abbie  J.  Colcord.  The  sub-committee  was  Charles  B.  Rice, 
Andrew  Nichols. 

Grandfather  often  served  as  one  of  the  appraisers  of  estates. 
In  a small  note-book  are  to  be  found  inventories  of  the  fol- 
lowing estates:  Lucy  P.  Puller  (1863),  Widow  Eunice  Prince 
(1864),  Mrs.  Otis  Mudge  (1870),  A.  P.  Swinerton,  Mrs.  Ede 
Tapley  (1878),  Ebenezer  Hutchinson  (1879),  Joseph  Puller 
(1879),  Nathaniel  Pope  (1880),  Esther  Bodge  (1880),  Mar- 
cus Bodge  (1881),  Israel  Puller  (1882),  Horatio  Bodge 
(1884),  Moses  Prince  (1885). 

Notices  of  his  appointment  as  Highway  Surveyor  for  the 
years  1857  (Ward  8),  1858  (Ward  8),  1859,  1864,  1871  and 
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as  Overseer  of  the  Poor  for  the  year  1864,  all  signed  by  A.  S. 
Howard,  Town  Clerk  of  Danvers,  are  still  in  existence. 

A book  with  notation  ‘‘Highway,  Ward  No.  8,  Amos  Pratt, 
Surveyor,  1859,  ’ ’ shows  that  the  sum  of  $50  was  appropriated 
by  the  Town  to  be  expended  for  said  highways,  including  cul- 
verts and  including  material  for  the  repairs  of  said  highways, 
town  ways  and  culverts  within  the  following  limits,  viz  — 


“Beginning  at  Center  St.  where  Dayton  St.  intersects  the 
same  from  thence  to  Andover  St.  Also  Newbury  St.  from 
Center  St.  to  Dayton  St.  Also  Green  St.  to  the  road  crossing 
from  Charles  Peabodys.  Also  Andover  from  Center  St.  to 
Middleton  line.  And  you  are  directed  to  expend  the  above 
sum  in  a judicious  and  economical  manner  & render  a true 
account  to  the  Selectmen  of  all  the  days  work  done  by  men 
and  teams  and  of  all  the  money  expended  by  you  for  the 
above  purpose. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-second  day  of  March, 
1859. 


(signed  by) 
Selectmen  of  Danvers.” 


Rufus  Putnam 
William  Dodge,  Jr. 


It  has  been  told  that  during  those  years  while  Amos  Pratt 
had  charge  of  the  roads  in  his  part  of  the  town,  he  made  a 
great  effort  to  have  the  side-walks  cleared  of  snow  by  7 A.  M. 
for  the  convenience  of  those  employed  away  from  home  — 
most  of  whom  walked  to  their  work  in  those  days. 

The  writer  has  come  across  a little  book  with  contents  as 
follows:  “Highway  Ward  No.  8,  Amos  Pratt,  Surveyor. 

To  Amos  Pratt,  Sir : You  having  been  chosen  one  of  the  Sur- 
\eyors  of  the  Town  of  Danvers  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  Town 
appropriated  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($250) 
to  be  expended  by  you  for  the  repair  of  Highway,  Culverts 
and  Bridges,  including  material  for  the  same  within  the  fol- 
lowing limits;  viz;  Beginning  on  Collins  Str.  at  the  Boston 
& Maine  Rail  Road  crossing;  thence  to  Centre  Street;  thence 
through  Centre  St.  to  Andover  St.,  also  Newbury  St.  from 
Centre  St.  to  Dayton  St.,  also  Green  St.,  also  Andover  St. 
from  Center  St.  to  Middleton  line  including  the  Bridge,  also 
Ingersoll  St.,  also  Prince  St. 

We  have  also  appropriated  the  sume  of  one  hundred  dollars 
($100)  for  the  repairs  of  sidewalk  in  your  Ward,  of  which 
you  are  directed  to  keep  a separate  account. 
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And  you  are  directed  to  expend  the  above  named  sums  in 
a judicious  and  economical  manner  and  render  a true  account 
to  the  Selectmen  of  all  days  and  parts  of  days  work,  done  by 
men  and  teams,  and  of  all  money  expended  by  you  for  the 
above  purposes. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  IMarch, 
1882.. 

(Si^ed  by) 

Daniel  Pope 
Joshua  Bragdon 
Otis  F.  Putnam 

Selectmen  of  Danvers. 

Special  Notice. 

No  order  will  be  drawn  for  any  amount  exceeding  the  sum 
named  in  this  book,  unless  the  expenditure  is  approved  by 
the  Selectmen  before  the  liability  is  incurred. 

(signed) 

Daniel  Pope 
Joshua  Bragdon 
Otis  F.  Putnam 

Selectmen  of  Danvers.” 

We  notice  that  he  expended  $236.28  for  Highway  repair 
and  that  the  sidewalk  bill  amounted  to  $100.05.  Men  were 
paid  $2  per  day  for  work,  apparently  for  a ten  hour  day 
since  those  working  by  the  hour  were  given  20(^. 

A Certificate  of  Stock  is  found  among  his  papers,  showing 
that  Amos  Pratt,  Esq.  was  entitled  to  one  Share  of  Stock  in 
the  Danvers  Agricultural  Library  for  which  he  paid  the  sum 
of  $5.  in  full.  Dated  March  22nd,  1860.  It  was  signed  by 
J.  Raynolds.  (This  J.  Raynolds  was  the  Establisher  of 
Agricultural  Libraries.  Office  & Depository,  Main  St.,  Con- 
cord, Mass.) 

From  Dt*.  Rice's  History  of  the  First  Parish  in  Danvers 
we  observe  from  a plan  of  the  audience  room  of  the  White 
Church  built  in  1839  that  Amos  Pratt  is  given  as  owner  of  a 
front  pew.  At  the  time  this  plan  was  printed  most  of  the 
pews  in  the  center  and  front  were  owned,  but  no  note  made 
of  those  rented.  No  doubt  those  seats  a little  more  remote 
from  the  pulpit  may  have  been  filled  by  those  who  hired.  This 
plan  must  have  been  made  not  earlier  than  1856  since  Grand- 
father did  not  return  to  Danvers  until  that  year,  during  the 
pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Milton  P.  Braman,  who  was  ordained 
in  1826  and  served  the  Church  as  Pastor  35  years,  resigning 
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ill  1861.  We  are  told  that  in  the  olden  time  people  of  rank 
occupied  the  more  important  seats.  Maybe  when  he  returned 
to  Danvers  this  front  seat  was  the  only  one  available,  for  in 
those  days  people  attended  church  religiously  and  vacant  pews 
were  at  a premium.  Later  in  life  his  hearing  wasi  impaired, 
it  may  have  been  so  when  younger  and  accounts  for  his  seat 
near  the  pulpit. 

As  a child  the  writer  recalls  that  her  Grandfather  seemed 
a stern  man,  serious  and  sober,  but  most  kind.  He  was  a 
man  of  temperate  habits,  using  no  profanity,  no  tobacco,  no 
liquor.  Previous  to  his  passing  away  he  was  unable  to  get 
about  and  was  confined  to  his  chair  day  and  night  for  some 
period.  During  that  time,  however,  he  did  not  lose  interest 
in  his  farm,  and  kept  abreast  of  the  times  by  reading  the 
daily  papers. 

Had  income  taxes  been  in  force  in  earlier  times  Grandfather 
would  not  have  been  able  to  have  given  much  assistance  to  the 
government  along  that  line.  From  a note  book  we  notice  for 
the  year  1857,  the  year  after  his  return  to  Danvers,  his  receipts 
Vvere  11264.63,  while  his  expenses  amounted  to  $1189.83,  mak- 
ing his  net  income  for  the  year  $74.80.  Three  years  later,  1860 
we  find  another  tabulation  as  follows:  Expenditures,  $18.60; 
Flour,  $75.12;  Meal,  $98.62;  Blacksmithing,  $21.32;  Flesh 
meat  $53.70;  Other  expenditures,  $902.74,  making  a total  of 
$1170.10.  Receipts  for  the  same  year,  although  not  enumerated 
amounted  to  $1373.84,  making  $203.74  as  his  net  profit  for  a 
year  of  hard  work.  Probably  there  were  many  seasons  in 
those  earlier  years  with  similar  result.  In  one  of  the  better 
years  when  there  was  no  protracted  ‘ ‘ hot  or  rainy  spell  ’ ’,  and 
not  too  many  potato  bugs,  etc.  we  imagine  there  was  never 
much  gain  in  any  one  season.  But  with  the  many  labor-saving 
devices  of  today,  even  with  shorter  working  hours,  many  farm- 
ers are  able  to  make  a fair  living,  even  after  the  payment  of 
income  taxes.  Possibly  some  may  not  agree  with  this  state- 
ment relative  to  farming  being  remunerative,  but  nearly  all 
today  possess  many  of  the  labor-saving  devices  as  well  as  an 
automobile  or  two.  When  Grandfather  passed  away  he  could 
say  that  he  had  never  had  a mortgage  on  his  place  and  had 
accumulated  a very  small  amount  of  cash.  No  doubt  he  may 
have  been  fairly  well  pleased  with  the  result.  The  writer 
believes  that  sometimes  the  less  a person  has  the  better  satis- 
fied he  may  be. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Miss  Hattie  P.  Fowler  wrote  the 
family  a beautiful  letter  in  which  she  mentioned  that  he  had 
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left  to  his  children  a precious  legacy  of  a blessed  memory; 
that  he  was  much  honored  and  respected  in  town,  not  only 
for  his  high  moral  worth,  but  for  his  faithfulness  with  which 
he  performed  his  public  trusts.  She  made  mention  of  the 
many  years  he  had  labored  for  the  poor  of  Danvers.  Her 
Father,  Mr.  S.  P.  Fowler  and  Grandfather  were  both  for 
many  years,  namely,  27,  members  of  the  Board  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  and  were  deeply  attached  to  one  another. 

Prom  the  Mudge  Genealogy  printed  in  1868  we  glean  the 
following  among  other  things  stated:  ‘‘He  is  an  enterprising 
farmer,  generous  and  public-spirited  and  has  held  various 
offices  of  honor  and  trust.” 

In  Volume  24  of  the  Historical  Collections  appears  an 
article  entitled  “Drone  Street  in  1875”  by  Miss  C.  A.  Keife 
in  which  she  mentions  Amos  Pratt  among  the  residents  of 
the  street.  She  stated  that  she  remembered  him  “as  an 
elderly  man  with  a weak  voice  because  he  was  troubled  with 
asthma  complicated  with  some  heart  disorder.”  “His  farm 
buildings,”  she  continued,  “were  alwaj^s  kept  in  apple-pie 
order,  his  horses  were  fat  and  lazy;  he  often  had  charge  of 
the  roads  and  held  various  town  offices  ...  In  Mr.  Pratt’s 
yard  there  was  a well  of  very  sweet  and  ice-cold  water,  and 
on  the  pump  there  hung  a handy  dipper.  ’ ’ The  writer  recalls 
many  who,  when  passing  on  the  hot  summer  days  stopped  for 
some  of  that  refreshing  water. 

At  the  time  of  Grandfather’s  passing  Mr.  George  F.  Priest, 
wrote  in  part,  as  follows : ‘ ‘ here  in  Danvers  Mr.  Pratt  served 
for  27  years  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  decline  further  service. 
He  was  for  18  years  road  commissioner  and  also  for  many 
years  highway  surveyor,  over  20  years  in  charge  of  the  high- 
ways. He  was  for  some  years  one  of  the  Parish  Committee 
of  the  First  Church  and  in  each  of  these  positions  he  was  a 
faithful  and  efficient  officer.  He  was  a man  of  firmness  and 
decision  of  character,  of  thorough  integrity,  active,  enter- 
prising and  progressive,  also  interested  in  public  affairs  and 
in  the  welfare  of  the  town  and  community.  A good  neighbor, 
friend  and  citizen,  kind  and  generous  to  those  in  need,  ready 
to  aid  in  any  good  cause  or  work,  and  in  his  private  life 
without  reproach.” 
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Genealogical  Notes 

Ephraim  Pratt,  Jr.  (Ephraiih^,  SamueP),  was  born  Dec.  12, 
1785.  He  m.  Sept.  12,  1810,  Betsey  Tapley,  and  d.  Aug. 
5,  1815. 

Betsey  Tapley,  dau.  of  Amos  (Gilbert^,  Joseph^,  Gilbert,  Jr.^, 
Gilbert^)  and  Hannah  (Preston),  was  b.  May  14,  1787. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Ephraim  Pratt,  in  1815, 
she  m.  Oct.  9,  1825,  Levi  Nichols.  She  d.  July  28,  1876. 

Amos  Pratt,  the  son  of  Ephraim,  Jr.  and  Betsey  (Tapley)  was 
b.  July  8,  1811.  He  married  April  16,  1838,  Almira 
Mudge.  He  d.  April  8,  1894. 

Children  of  Amosi  and  Almira  Pratt : 

1.  Fidelia  T.,,  b.  July  12i,  1840,  d.  Nov.  18i,  1897,  unm. 

2.  Emily  J.,  b.  Sept.  1,  1842,  d.  Feb.  2,  1922,  unm. 

3.  GeoTge,  b.  Mky  14,  1845,  m.  Mar.  26,  1873,  Lucy  J. 

S'piller.  He  d.  Sept.  27,  1921.  Children: 

1.  Chester  Amos,  b.  Nov.  4,  1876,  m.  Dec. 
20',  1900,  Hattie  E.  Lovett.  He  d.  Jan. 
19,  1924.  Their  child  Leslie  C.,  b.  July 
31,  1902.,  d.  Feb.  7,  1919. 

2.  Annette  Mudge,  b.  May  9,  1885. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 
GENERAL  ISRAEL  PUTNAM  CHAPTER,  D.  A.  R. 
1895  TO  1931 


By  Cakrie  F.  B.  Wilkins 


Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.  of  Danvers,  Mass., 
was  organized  April  19th,  1895,  in  the  house  built  by  Col. 
Jeremiah  Page  of  Revolutionary  times.  One  room  in  this 
house  was  used  by  Gen.  Gage  as  an  office. 

Israel  Putnam,  wffiose  name  the  Chapter  bears,  w^as  an 
American  Soldier,  born  in  Danvers,  Jan.  7,  1718,  in  the  house 
now  well  known  as  the  Israel  Putnam  House,  but  spent  only 
the  early  part  of  his  life  here.  The  year  after  his  marriage 
to  Hannah  Pope,  July  19,  1739,  they  purchased  a farm  at 
Pomfret,  Conn.  Putnam  took  an  active  part  in  the  French 
and  Indian  War,  enlisting  as  a Private  in  1755,  and  rising  to 
the  rank  of  Major  in  March  1758.  He  was  conspicuous  for 
personal  courage  and  for  skill  in  Indian  Warfare,  and  was 
the  hero  of  numerous  exploits.  He  was  a brave,  intrepid, 
and  very  industrious  soldier  rather  than  a great  general,  but 
his  fame  in  the  Indian  Wars,  his  bluff  heartiness,  and  his 
good  fellowship  made  him  an  idol  of  the  rank  and  file ; and 
he  is  one  of  the  popular  heroes  in  American  History. 

There  w^ere  twenty  Charter  Members  as  follows : Mrs. 

Evelyn  F.  Masury,  Miss  Harriet  S.  Tapley,  Miss  Clara  P. 
Hale,  Miss  Bessie  Putnam,  Mts.  Elizabeth  M.  Burns,  i\Irs. 
Martha  P.  Perry,  Miss  Mary  B.  Putnam,  Miss  Ann  L.  Page, 
Mrs.  Ella  J.  Porter,  Mrs.  Isadore  E.  Kenny,  Mrs.  Ellen  P. 
Gould,  Mrs.  Luella  S.  Tapley,  Miss  Caroline  B.  Faxon,  Miss 
Jessie  E.  Bly,  Miss  Mary  S.  George,  i\Iiss  Harriet  P.  Pope, 
Mrs.  Henrietta  J.  Damon,  Miss  Susan  W.  Eaton,  Miss  Grace 
B.  Faxon,  and  Miss  Isabella  F.  George.  The  officers  were : 
Regent,  Mlrs.  Evelyn  F.  Masury;  Vice  Regent,  Miss  Caroline 
B.  Faxon ; Registrar,  Miss  Harriet  P.  Pope ; Secretary,  Miss 
Susan  W.  Eaton;  Treasurer,  Miss  Clara  P.  Hale;  Historian, 
Miss  Harriet  S.  Tapley ; Chaplain,  Mrs.  Ellen  P.  Gould. 
Twenty-four  names  in  addition  to  the  Charter  Members  were 
presented  for  membership,  and  in  three  years,  the  member- 
ship reached  sixty-seven. 

(18) 
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At  a very  early  meeting  (September  30th,  1895)  committees 
were  appointed  to  locate  the  graves  of  the  Revolutionary 
Soldiers.  Eleven  members  were  assigned  to  various  ceme- 
teries and  undoubtedly  considerable  research  work  was  done. 
In  the  Historian's  book  (Miss  Harriet  S.  Tapley)  we  find  this 
entry,  May  30th,  1896:  The  Grand  Army  decorated  for  the 
first  time  the  graves  of  Revolutionary  Soldiers,  which  were 
previously  located  and  marked  with  iron  m,emorials,  pur- 
chased by  the  town,  under  the  supervision  of  committees  from 
the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution. 

A list  of  forty-one  graves  was  made  by  Mr.  Dudley  A. 
Massey,  an  S.  A.  R.  It  is  very  likely  that  as  the  number  of 
graves  of  Civil  War  veterans  increased,  the  S.  A.  R.  took  over 
the  decorating  of  Revolutionary  Soldiers’  graves.  The  fol- 
lowing we  know  have  been  active  in  this  work;  Mr.  Wm.  0. 
Hood,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Preston,  Mr.  Osborn  Leach,  Mr.  Geo. 
W.  Towne,  Mr.  Geo.  B.  Sears,  and  Mr.  Charles  Tapley.  In 
addition  to  Mr.  Massey’s  list,  eleven  more  were  added  later 
making  a total  of  52  graves,  located  as  follows: 

Walnut  Grove  Cemetery 
Summit  Avenue 

1.  Samuel  Cheever 

2.  Thomas  Putnam 

3.  Nathan  Putnam 

4.  Capt.  Samuel  Page 
Myrtle  Avenue 

5.  Brig.  Gen.  Mbses  Porter 

6.  Benj.  Porter 
Fern  Avenue 

7.  Stephen  Putnam 
Magnolia  Avenue 

8.  Asa  Tapley 
Elm  Avenue 

9.  Johnson  Proctor 
Aspen  Path 

10.  Aaron  Putnam 

High  Street  Cemetery. 

11.  John  Josslyn 

12.  Capt.  Edmund  Putnam  (mound) 

13.  Col.  Jeremiah  Page  (Lt.  Col.  H.) 

14.  Israel  Hutchinson  (son  of  Col.  H.) 

15.  Jonathan  Waitt 

16.  David  Tarr 
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17.  Capt.  Jeremiah  Putnam 

18.  Richard  Skidmore 

19.  Nathanial  Webb 

20.  (Asa)  Benj.  Porter 

21.  Seth  Richardson 

22.  Ebenezer  Jacobs  Jr. 

23.  Dr.  Amos  Putnam 

24.  Nathan  Putnam 

Formerly  back  of  “The  Lindens” 

Holten  Street  Cemetery 

25.  Hon.  Samuel  Holten 

26.  Col.  Jethro  Putnam 

27.  John  Kettelle 

28.  Michael  Cross 

29.  Rogers  Nourse 

Wadsworth  Cemetery 

30.  Col.  Enoch  Putnam 

31.  Timothy  Putnam 

32.  Daniel  Town 

Putnamville  Cemetery 

33.  Capt.  Benj.  Putnam 

Preston  Street  Cemetery 

34.  Levi  Preston 

35.  Phinehas  Putnam 

36.  Phinehas  Putnam  Jr. 

37.  Archelaus  Dale 

38.  George  Wyatt 

Beaver  Brook 

— In  field  right  hand  of  Spring  St.  going  from  Nichols  St. 

39.  John  Nichols 
40'.  James  Prince 

Putnam  Cemetery  — Near  Asylum  Station,  now  Hathorne 
41  Deacon  Jo  Putnam 

Burying  Ground  off  Green  Street,  Danvers  Highlands 

42.  Amos  Tapley 

43.  Simon  Mudge 

44.  J ohn  Preston 

45.  Daniel  Putnam 

46.  Gilbert  Tapley 
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Burying  Ground  on  Pope’s  Lane,  D’anvers  Highlands 

47.  Nathaniel  Pope 

48.  Nathaniel  Pope,  Jr. 

Kebecca  Nourse  Burying  Ground 

49.  Mathew  Putnam 

50.  Francis  Nburse 

Monument  at  Dianversport 

51.  Col.  Israel  Hutchinson 

Beverly  Line 

52.  Reuben  Kenniston 

In  1915  a committee  from  the  Chapter  joined  the  S.  A.  R. 
in  the  decoration  of  graves.  On  July  4th,  1929,  the  reburial 
of  four  Revolutionary  War  Soldiers  — together  with  the 
wives  of  two  of  them,  was  arranged  with  most  appropriate 
exercises.  Major  Henry  P.  Thurlow,  who  has  so  successfully 
served  as  burial  agent  for  the  town  of  Danvers  for  several 
years,  and  who  has  interested  himself  in  having  the  older 
cemeteries  put  in  order,  for  which  he  is  entitled  to  much 
credit,  arranged  for  an  observance  of  the  reburial  of  several 
Revolutionary  Soldiers  on  July  4th,  1929,  which  proved  a 
most  impressive  occasion.  Societies  participating,  and  rep- 
resented were  Town  of  Danvers ; Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Chapter, 
D.  A.  R.  ; Ward  Post  90,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic ; Ward 
Relief  Corps;  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Union  Veterans;  Dra- 
peau  McPhetres  Post  180,  American  Legion ; American  Legion 
Auxiliary;  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts;  Danvers  Historical  Society, 
and  many  citizens. 

In  December  1895,  Mrs.  Masury  resigned  to  accept  the  office 
of  state  regent.  Miss  Harriet  Tapley  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  position  as  Regent  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Mrs. 
Masury  was:  at  this  time  appointed  Honorary  Regent  of  the 
Chapter.  April  20,  1896,  Mrs.  Ellen  P.  Gould,  was  elected 
Regent,  but  served  only  one  year,  when  Mrs.  Masury  was 
again  elected  on  April  26,  1897. 

On  December  17,  of  that  year,  the  first  public  activity  of 
the  Chapter  took  place.  With  impressive  and  appropriate 
exercises,  a tablet  was  placed  on  the  Israel  Putnam  House  on 
Maple  Street,  Danvers,  Mass.  It  was  inscribed,  “Here  was 
born  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  January  7,  1718.  Placed  by  the 
Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  1897.”  There  were 
brief  exercises  at  the  house  in  the  forenoon,  attended  by 
Chapter  members  only.  Remarks  were  made  by  Mrs.  E.  P. 
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Masury  and  B.  W.  Putnam;  prayer  by  Rev.  A.  P.  Putnam, 
D.  D.,  and  unveiling  by  Misses  Alice  and  Fannie  Putnam  of 
the  C.  A.  R.  In  the  Town  Hall  at  Danvers  there  was  a large 
gathering  in  the  afternoon,  including  representatives  of  local 
and  neighboring  patriotic  societies,  some  coming  from  Putnam, 
Conn.  — the  scene  of  Gen.  Putnam’s  wolf-den  experience 
and  his  home  for  a time.  In  the  audience  that  day  were  noted 
sixty-five  ' ‘ Putnams.  ’ ’ 

On  November  17,  1898,  the  Chapter  held  a Quilt  Exhibit, 
in  Town  Hall,  which  was  one  for  any  town  to  be  proud  of, 
and  only  possible  in  an  old  historic  town  like  Danvers.  Gen. 
Israel  Putnam  Chapter  D.  A.  R.  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
first  exhibit  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  town.  The  hall  was 
resplendent  with  quilts,  from  the  quilt  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  old  to  the  one  that  was  just  finished  in  time  for  the 
exhibit  — every  kind  and  manner  of  quilt  — the  one  woven 
by  a little  girl  of  ten;  the  famous  old  blue  and  white;  the 
one  with  10,400  pieces ; another  with  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine;  the  one  with  the  lotus  flower,  that  tw^o  hundred 
spools  of  cotton  were  used  to  quilt;  little  Joseph’s  quilt 
with  the  puppies ; the  red,  white  and  blue ; the  one  with  the 
flag  lining ; the  beautiful  silk  ones  of  modern  make.  Twenty 
named  styles  of  patchwork,  including  silk,  satin  and  velvet; 
linen;  cotton,  wool,  made  by  children  of  five  and  old  ladies 
of  three  score  and  ten.  In  the  evening  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Mary  Herrick  and  Miss  Eaton  (Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Hale), 
“The  Morning  Session  and  Graduating  Exercises  of  Way- 
back  Academy”  with  Miss  Hattie  M.  Bates  as  teacher  and 
some  High  School  pupils  was  given  most  successfully. 

Social  meetings  w^ere  held  rather  irregularly,  and  prizes 
were  awarded  for  essays  on  patriotic  subjects  to  pupils  of 
High  School. 

On  June  27,  1898,  the  Charles  Warren  Chapter  C.  A.  R. 
was  organized  with  Mrs.  M.  C.  Emerson,  President ; Secre- 
tary, Margaret  Hiltz  Putnam ; Registrar,  Mary  Brown  Hines ; 
Treasurer,  Alfred  Fellows  Masury;  Historian,  Samuel  Law- 
rence Barnes.  Mbmbers:  Warren  Porter  Bly,  Hollis  Batch- 
elder,  Newell  Bly  Burnes,  Edith  Frances  Burns,  Samuel 
Lawrence  Barnes,  Alice  Belle  Clapp,  Henry  Prentiss  Cleve- 
land, Raymond  Lindsy  Cleveland,  Caroline  Damon,  Gladys  Da- 
mon, Marion  Agnes  Eaton,  Warren  Knight  Emmerson,  Endi- 
cott  Faxon,  Margaret  George,  Mary  Brown  Hines,  Walter 
Hardwick  Hilton,  Lucie  Mlarion  Milton,  Charlotte  Afton 
MeLean,  Alfred  Fellows  Masury,  Martha  Putnam,  Fanny 
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Flint  Putnam,  Lizzie  Gertrude  Putnam,  Margaret  Hiltz  Put- 
nam, Earl  Putnam  Perkins,  Gilbert  Hutchinson  Tapley.  One 
feature  of  the  meetings  was  the  study  of  the  Revolutionary 
period  of  history,  which  was  carried  out  in  a very  novel  way 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Jessie  Isabel  Kemp,  president. 
Tin  soldiers  were  used,  some  in  red  uniform^,  (the  British), 
and  some  in  blue  (Colonial),  a few  on  horseback,  and  some 
cannon  were  placed  as  for  a battle  and  were  moved  to  indicate 
which  side  won  the  battle  under  consideration.  This  was 
much  enjoyed  by  the  children. 

On  April  26,  1900,  a tablet  honoring  the  memory  of  Samuel 
Holten  was  placed  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  Holten  High 
School  — named  in  his  honor  — as  follows ; 

SAMUEL  HOLTEN 

June  9,  1738  January  2,  1816 

Physician  Patriot  Judge  Statesman 

‘‘I  can  conceive  of  a man’s  having  a liberal  educa- 
tion, without  having  the  honors  of  a College,  and 
America  in  particular,  may  boast  of  such  characters, 
witness  a Franklin,  a Washington.” 

Placed  by  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Chapter  D.  A.  Ri.  1900 

This  has  been  moved  to  the  new  High  School  building  on 
Conant  Street. 

In  November  1900  plans  were  discussed  for  work  during 
the  coming  year  with  the  expression  of  opinion  decidedly  in 
favor  of  work  in  the  line  of  charity  or  philanthropy,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Regent  (Mrs.  Masury).  A committee  was  ap- 
pointed with  representatives  from  the  following  churches. 
Maple  Street,  Universalist,  Unitarian,  Baptist,  First  Church 
and  the  Episcopal.  At  one  of  these  meetings  the  Curfew” 
was  discussed.  In  December  1901  a report  was  given  of  the 
work  accomplished  by  the  Charity  committee  appointed  in 
April.  140  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  had  been  dis- 
tributed, also  provisions  and  other  necessities.  Under  the 
direction  of  this  committee  the  Mother’s  Meetings  were  held 
in  sections  of  the  town  in  place  of  general  meetings.  Later 
added  to  the  churches  represented  were  the  Annunciation 
and;  Methodist,  also  the  Relief  Corps.  These  meetings  in  the 
line  of  charity  and  philanthropy  seem  to  have  taken  the  place 
of  regular  Chapter  meetings  this  year  as  the  Recording  Sec- 
retary reports  at  the  annual  meeting,  only  one  adK^isory  board 
meeting  in  December  and  one  Chapter  meeting  in  April. 
Those  particularly  interested  in  this  line  of  work  were  Miss 
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Margaret  Howe,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gorton,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M. 
Burns,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Emerson,  Mrs.  Lizzie  F.  Hood,  ]\Irs. 
Mary  S.  Jacobs,  Mrs.  Claire  H.  Tapley,  Miss  Fidelia  J.  Bow- 
doin,  Mrs.  Evelyn  F.  Masury,  and  Mrs.  Alice  T.  Kenny.  This 
was  probably  the  first  welfare  work  done  in  Danvers  by  any 
organization. 

December  5th,  1902,  Mts.  Lizzie  F.  Hood  was  elected  Re- 
gent of  the  Chapter.  The  membership  having  dropped  to 
twenty-eight,  there  was  plenty  to  do  to  build  it  up  again. 
Mrs.  Hood  was  certainly  the  right  one  to  do  this,  as  the  rec- 
ords show.  Prizes  were  given  for  essays  on  patriotic  subjects 
for  some  years.  Meetings  were  held  somewhat  irregularly 
until  1905,  when  definite  times  were  set,  and  programs  decided 
upon.  As  early  as  1906,  the  Chapter  took  its  turn  in  enter- 
taining at  the  D.  A.  R.  headquarters  in  Boston.  Some  small 
money  making  entertainments  were  held,  and  the  Chapter  was 
sufficiently  ambitious  to  discuss  the  purchase  of  the  Rebecca 
Nourse  house  with  the  hope  of  restoration.  As  early  as  1904, 
a lunch  counter  was  proposed  for  the  Holten  High  School, 
but  the  school  committee  was  unfavorable  to  the  project. 

The  ‘‘Real  Daughter,”  Mrs.  Nancy  McKenney,  whose 
existence  Mi’s.  Hood  discovered,  was  unanimously  elected  to 
membership  in  the  Chapter  on  September  14,  1908.  From 
that  time  until  her  death,  February  7,  1914,  her  birthdays 
were  remembered.  Members  visited  her  and  much  was  done 
for  her  comfort  and  happiness  in  the  short  time  she  lived. 

At  this  time  regular  meetings  were  held,  with  increasing 
attendance  and  slowly  increasing  membership.  Ancestral 
papers  were  written  and  read  by  members,  some  were  printed 
in  a small  pamphlet.  Occasionally  some  especially  good 
speaker  was  obtained,  and  music  was  furnished  by  the  mem- 
bers or  their  friend*s.  It  was  then  and  still  is  today  an  un- 
written laAV,  that  speakers  should  not  expect  pay  — except 
when  representing  some  worthy  cause.  Guests  were  at  that 
time  quite  freely  invited  to  the  meetings,  which  must  have 
helped  in  the  growth  of  the  Chapter  for  we  find  in  1910,  a 
membership  of  sixty-eight,  and  an  average  attendance  of  fifty- 
four  at  meetings. 

In  December  1907,  the  ‘ ‘ China  Class,  ’ ’ so  well  known  today, 
had  its  first  meeting,  not  realizing  what  they  were  under- 
taking or  what  the  outcome  would  be.  Aside  from  the  study 
of  old  china,  one  of  the  original  plans  of  the  group  was  for 
Chapter  members  to  get  together  socially,  with  their  fancy 
work — one  of  them  to  look  up  and  talk  about  some  kind  of 
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china.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  there  was  too  much  in- 
terest in  investigating  the  history  of  the  dishes  of  our  cup- 
board to  do  much  sewing.  Also  that  there  was  considerable 
more  research  work  to  he  done  than  it  had  seemed  originally. 
The  class  was  started  by  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Towne,  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Chase,  and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Hood.  Later  the  valuable  services  of 
Mrs.  Clarence  Fowler  were  secured  and  she  continued  her 
interest  for  several  years  until  ill  health  prevented. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a file  was  not  kept  of  the  papers 
written  and  read  at  these  meetings.  Much  valuable  informa- 
tion has  been  given  out,  much  research  done,  and  a great  deal 
of  value  unearthed  by  the  members  of  this  group.  Meetings 
were  dropped  during  the  war,  but  were  revived  later  and  it 
is  better  than  ever  now.  Subjects  of  study  are  not  limited  to 
china;  discussions  have  been  held  on  glass,  pewter,  silver, 
samplers,  shawls,  furniture,  houses  and  almost  everything 
pertaining  to  early  times.  Originally  every  Chapter  member 
was  notified  of  China  Class  meetings,  until  1914  when  a mem- 
bership fee  of  twenty-five  cents  was  charged,  thereby  giving 
a list  separate  from  Chapter  membership.  At  one  time  mem- 
bers of  the  Danvers  Woman’s  Association  were  invited  to 
belong,  and  later  the  Historical  Society  members.  Then  the 
membership  fee  was  advanced  to  fifty  cents  for  chapter  mem- 
bers and  one  dollar  for  non-members.  At  present,  membership 
is  one  dollar  and  anyone  interested  may  belong.  With  this 
fee  the  China  Class  has  been  of  great  assistance  financially 
to  the  house.  A very  suitable  China  closet  was  purchased 
and  occupies  a corner  of  the  “office.”  With  their  assistance 
the  restoration  and  decoration  of  the  ' ‘ Garden  Room  ’ ’ is  pro- 
gressing. 

A m.ost  remarkable  “Loan  Exhibition”  was  held  on  Oct.  27, 
1910,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Wallace  P.  Hood  — showing  articles 
of  a great  variety  dating  previous  to  1850.  Many  prints, 
engravings  and  books  in  charge  of  M'rs.  Geo.  B.  Sears  were 
dated  previous  to  1700,  including  “Saints  Rest”  by  Richard 
Baxter  1649.  Many  daguerreotypes,  silhouettes,  rewards  of 
merit,  sand  boxes,  a few  early  candlesticks,  footstoves,  a mor- 
tar, canteens,  andl  an  old  fire  screen  were  exhibited.  In  the 
collection  of  glass  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Towne,  were 
Bohemian  and  Murano  glass;  a complete  set  showing  the 
evolution  of  the  wine  glass,  silver  spoons  from  previous  to 
1700  up  to  1850,  also,  tongs,  cups  and  small  novelties.  The 
Sheffield  plate  included  a fine  set  of  teapots,  ereamer  and 
sugar,  five  cake  baskets,  candlesticks,  snuffers  and  small  pieces. 
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The  wooden  and  pewter  articles  in  charge  of  Mrs.  E.  B.  Cook, 
included  wooden  trenchers,  boxes  and  jewel  cases;  pewter 
trenchers,  teapots,  cups,  candlesticks,  spoons,  also  Britannia 
teapots.  The  china  collection  of  nearly  two  hundred  pieces 
was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  F.  E.  Wilkins.  These  included  some 
fine  old  Dutch  delft,  salt  glaze,  some  beautiful  early  cream 
ware,  Bristol,  Chelsea,  Leeds,  Worcester,  a fine  collection  of 
lustre,  a full  set  of  silver  lustre,  Staffordshire,  Oriental  Lowe- 
stoft, Canton,  some  early  Danvers  pottery  and  Bennington 
Ware.  The  fabrics,  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Hale  included 
a rare  showing  of  fine  old  linen,  napkins,  tablecloths,  blankets, 
(!I833),  shawls,  all  hand  made  and  priceless.  Bedspreads, 
valances  of  copper  plate  and  handkerchiefs  100  years  old  were 
shown.  One  bedspread  made  by  Sarah  Towne  Fiske  for  her 
wedding  outfit;  she  being  married  Nov.  19,  1769.  A number 
of  costumes  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Wendell  P.  Hood  were  shown, 
distinctive  of  the  times,  several  being  100  years  old.  The  de- 
partment of  laces  and  embroideries  with  Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Radford 
chairman,  had  a large  display  whose  value  could  not  be  esti- 
mated. There  were  whole  pieces  of  thread  lace,  Honiton, 
Point,  darned  and  Ipswich  pillow  lace.  Duchess,  also  Spanish 
gauze,  lace  capes-collars-stockings,  and  all  kinds  of  neck  ar- 
rangements, embroidered  caps,  dresses,  night  dresses,  and 
whole  pieces  that  had  never  been  cut,  also  a number  of  sam- 
ples. A Case  contained  some  rare  old  jeAvelry  and  watches  of 
unusual  design,  mosaics,  rings,  earrings,  brooches,  cuff-links, 
pendants,  and  many  small  pieces.  Another  case  contained 
beautiful  shell  combs,  old  fans,  bead  bags  and  card  cases.  A 
Leeds  cream  ware  candlestick  shown  was  one  of  the  three 
lights  used  at  Masonic  Meetings  secretly  held  down  Boston 
Harbor  in  1700.  Tea  and  candy  were  sold  by  Mrs.  C.  S. 
Moore,  Mrs.  Albert  Robinson,  and  Miss  Alice  H.  Newhall. 

In  March  1914,  a Lunch  Counter  was  actually  started  in 
the  basement  of  the  Holten  High  School,  with  ^Irs.  Guy 
Ricker  as  Manager,  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  W.  Jenkins  as  Treas- 
urer. Food  was  prepared  each  schoolday  by  a committee  from 
the  Chapter  assisting  ]\Irs.  Ricker  — prices  were  as  near  cost 
as  possible.  This  was  successful!}^  carried  on  for  four  years, 
when  the  town  took  it  over  and  it  was  managed  by  tlie  Do- 
mestic Science  Department.  Tliis  grew  into  the  cafeteria  at 
the  new  High  School  building  combined  witli  tlie  Richmond 
Scliool  where  one  thousand  pupils  are  fed  every  day.  The 
equipment  for  tliis  enterprise  was  furnished  by  the  Cliapter. 

Col.  Jeremiah  Page  Society  C.  A.  R.  was  most  auspiciously 
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organized  in  May  1914  at  the  Page  House,  which  then  stood 
in  Danvers  Square,  (the  original  location).  This  was  proba- 
bly the  last  (gathering  held  before  this  house  was  moved  to 
Page  Street.  Twenty-three  children  were  listed  as  joining 
that  day.  Among  them  Muriel  Pierce  Hawkes  only  a few 
weeks  old  being  present  with  her  grandmother  Mrs.  Thorn- 
dike Hawkes.  There  was  also  a good  attendance  of  General 
Israel  Putnam  Chapter  members.  The  committee  in  charge 
of  the  society  was  Mrs.  Arthur  P.  Chase,  Mrs.  J.  Fred 
Vaughan  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  W.  Jenkins.  Later  Mrs.  Carl 
F.  A.  Mjorse,  Mrs.  Bertram  H.  Sidmore  and  Gladys  Diamon 
assisted.  The  first  officers  were,  President,  Mrs.  Arthur  P. 
Chase;  Junior  President,  Mary  B.  Wilkins;  Secretary,  Ruth 
Sears;  Treasurer,  Stephen  Jenkins;  Registrar,  Philip  Hood; 
Historian,  Helen  Vaughan;  Color  Bearer,  Preston  Putnam. 
During  the  fifteen  years  of  its  existence  there  were  over  eighty 
members;  at  one  time,  about  1920,  there  were  so  many  mem- 
bers of  various  ages  that  the  Society  was  divided ; the  Senior 
group  meeting  in  the  early  evening  and  the  Juniors  in  the 
afternoons.  Considerable  money  was  raised  by  the  children 
and  annual  contributions  were  made  to  the  Danvers  Visiting 
Nurse  Association  and  to  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children.  Much  pleasure  was  given  shut-in  chil- 
dren with  books  and  magazines  and  visits.  Entertainments 
were  given  at  the  Home  for  the  Aged.  Contributions  were 
sent  to  Belgian  Children  and  the  Red  Cross,  to  the  National 
Society  contributions  for  a room  in  Continental  Hall,  also  a 
Scholarship  Fund.  A gift  of  a clock  was  made  to  the  Hunt 
Hospital  and  a Banjo  clock  was  given  to  the  Holten  House. 
Meetings  were  of  a patriotic  and  social  nature  and  were  gen- 
erally held  in  homes  except  occasional  musicals  at  the  Maple 
St.  Church  Parlors  and  out  of  door  picnics.  A pilgrimage 
was  held  each  year  to  some  historical  place. 

For  a few  years  the  Chapter,  beginning  in  a small  way,  was 
accumulating  a fund  with  which  they  hoped  and  intended  to 
procure  some  memorial  to  the  Revolutionary  Soldiers  of  Dan- 
vers. This  took  a definite  turn!  in  May  1912,  when  the  Chap- 
ter voted  to  place  on  Danvers  Square  a drinking  fountain  in 
memory  of  the  Revolutionary  Soldiers  of  Danvers.  From  that 
time  many  money  making  entertainments  were  held,  and 
much  interest  taken  in  raising  money  for  this  undertaking. 
With  the  Chapter  in  good  standing  in  every  way  — member- 
ship of  nearly  one  hundred  — $794.00  in  the  treasury  towards 
the  Memorial  Fountain  — regular  meetings  with  a good  at- 
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tendance,  Mrs.  Hood,  after  a fine  record  of  twelve  years  as 
Regent,  felt  she  must  resign.  This  was  regretfully  accepted. 

On  May  20,  1914,  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Wilkins  was  elected  Regent 
and  a very  active  year'  it  proved  to  be  with  many  money  mak- 
ing entertainments  to  finish  the  fund  for  the  Memorial  Foun- 
tain, which  was  placed  and  unveiled  on  June  29,  1915.  Dan- 
vers Square  was  crowded  with  townspeople,  special  guests, 
including  prominent  members  of  the  D.  A.  R.,  veterans  of 
Ward  Post  90  Gr.  A.  R.,  representatives  of  Old  Salem  Chapter 
S.  A.  R.,  Col.  Jeremiah  Page  Chapter  C.  A.  R.,  and  others. 
The  fountain  and  speakers’  platform  were  draped  with  flags. 
The  exercises  were  opened  at  3 :45  by  Mrs.  Wilkins,  Regent. 
Invocation  was  by  Rev.  Albert  V.  House  of  the  First  Church, 
Danvers.  Mrs.  Wilkins  welcomed  the  Patriotic  organizations, 
and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Preston  gave  a fine  address  in  making 
the  formal  presentation  to  the  town.  Mr.  Roland  G.  Eaton, 
clerk  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  said  a few  fitting  words  in 
accepting  the  gift  on  behalf  of  the  town,  and  the  flag  fell 
from  the  fountain  as  it  was  released  by  a cord  held  by  Miss 
Elizabeth  Emerson  of  Hathorne,  while  reveille  was  sounded 
by  Mr.  Jeffrey.  Capt.  Henry  N.  Comey,  an  S.  A.  R.  and 
an  officer  of  the  Danvers  Historical  Society  assisted  greatly 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  unveiling.  Mrs.  Geo.  0.  Jenkins, 
State  Regent  of  the  D.  A.  R.  made  an  excellent  address,  and 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Masury  gave  an  intensely  patriotic  address. 
The  exercises  ended  with  the  singing  of  America.  The  in- 
scription on  the  Column  was,  as  follows: 

“In  honor  of  Danvers  Men,  who  served  in  the 
American  Revolution,  1775-1783,  erected  by 
Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Chapter  D.  A.  R.  1915.” 

Undoubtedly  if  the  Chapter  had  realized  that  the  automo- 
bile would  come  into  general  use  so  soon  and  the  horse  be- 
come a thing  of  the  past,  the  fountain  would  never  have  been 
placed  in  the  Square.  As  a result  of  an  automobile  accident 
the  base  of  the  fountain  was  broken,  and  it  was  removed  from 
the  Square  in  November  1925,  later  to  find  a final  resting  place 
on  the  grounds  near  the  Chapter  House. 

In  connection  with  the  money  making  schemes  at  this  time 
the  Chapter  put  on  two  full  time  plays  with  an  old  time  set- 
ting, miost  satisfactorily,  and  two  outdoor  plays  of  an  entirely 
different  type,  with  equal  success.  Luncheon  bridge  parties 
proved  a social  and  financial  success  also. 

In  1917  a flag  was  presented  to  the  playground  at  the  Park 
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on  Conant  St.  and  spoons,  dishes  and  chairs  were  purchased 
for  use  in  the  Chapter.  February  21,  1917  the  State  Officers 
D.  A.  R.  were  entertained  at  luncheon. 

During  1916,  1917,  1918,  much  war  work  was  done  with 
the  local  American  Fund  for  French  wounded,  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Hale,  and  the  Special  Aid  Society  with  Mrs. 
Fred  E.  Wilkins  in  charge;  both  active  Chapter  members. 

On  May  15,  1918,  M^s.  Albert  Robinson  (of  Peabody)  was 
elected  Regent.  As  this  was  a time  of  more  or  less  depres- 
sion as  a result  of  the  war,  not  much  was  undertaken  in  a 
money  making  way.  A Liberty  Bond  was  purchased,  a ser- 
vice flag  with  seventeen  stars  was  made  for  the  Chapter.  With 
the  money  received  in  settling  up  the  business  of  the  High 
School  Lunch  Counter,  a French  Orphan  was  supported  for 
a year.  Meetings  continued  regularly  as  usual,  with  slowly 
increasing  membership  and  an  increase  in  the  Treasury,  in 
spite  of  conditions.  Contributions  were  made  for  local  char- 
ities, the  International  College  at  Springfield,  the  Red  Cross, 
and  Rebecca  Nourse  House  Association. 

October  1920'  a large  tablet  was  placed  on  the  West  side  of 
the  Israel  Putnam  house.  It  was  presented  to  the  Israel 
Putnam  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  at 
Danvers  by  the  Putnam  Associates : 

The  Elizabeth  Porter  Putnam  Chapter  D.  A.  R., 
Putnam,  Conn. 

The  Deborah  Avery  Putnam  Chapter  D.  A.  R., 
Plainfield,  Conn. 

The  Col.  Daniel  Putnam  Association,  Brooklyn,  Conn. 

When  this  tablet  was  placed  on  the  house,  Mr.  Geo.  Haven 
Putnam  of  New  York  and  London,  the  head  of  the  G.  P. 
Putnam’  Sons,  Publishers,  came  to  Danvers  and  made  a pre- 
sentation address.  He  probably  personally  financed  the  tablet 
and  its  placing,  as  he  is  well  known  as  being  very  proud  of 
the  Putnam,  name  and  family  history. 

On  January  12',  1921,  at  an  Advisory  Board  meeting  a 
discussion  was  held  as  to  the  advisability  of  purchasing  a 
home  for  the  Chapter.  The  Judge  Samuel  Holten  house, 
corner  of  Holten  and  Centre  Streets,  and  the  Putnam  house 
on  Cherry  Street,  Danvers  were  mentioned  as  possibilities. 
At  a later  meeting  the  Board  voted  favorably  regarding  the 
purchase  of  the  Judge  Samuel  Holten  house  for  a Chapter 
House,  and  recommended  this  to  the  Chapter  at  the  next 
meeting,  and  on  February  23,  1921  it  was  voted  to  purchase 
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the  Holten  House  with  one  acre  of  land  for  $3,000.  Splendid 
tributes  were  paid  to  Judge  Holten  by  Mrs.  Wallace  P.  Hood, 
Miss  Harriet  S.  Tapley,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Emerson  and  Mrs. 
Thorndike  P.  Hawkes. 

A committee  appointed  by  the  board  intended  to  be  a per- 
manent committee  were  as  follows:  Mrs.  W.P.  Hood,  Chair- 
man : Miss  Harriet  S.  Tapley ; Mrs.  F.  E.  Wilkins ; Mrs.  Geo. 
H.  Hale,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Emerson,  and  Mrs.  Geo.  P.  Bell. 
Upon  receiving  legal  advice  regarding  the  purchase  of  prop- 
erty by  an  oranization,  the  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Chapter 
D.  A.  R.  was  Incorporated  March  19,  1921.  Wm.  B.  Sulli- 
van, Esq,  was  of  great  legal  assistance  in  this  matter,  also  in 
taking  a mortgage  on  the  house.  The  original  payment  was 
intended  to  be  $1,000.00.  With  that  goal  in  view  the  activ- 
ities started.  At  the  end  of  one  month  $2,000  was  raised  — 
accordingly  $1,000  was  paid  on  the  house  and  the  remainder 
reserved  for  repairs,  which  were  sadly  needed. 

The  house  was  occupied  by  several  families,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  last  of  June,  that  it  was  vacated  and  definite  plans 
made  as  to  repairs.  It  was  found  to  be  admirably  arranged 
for  the  Chapter  ’s  use.  The  west  side,  at  the  left  of  the  front 
door  is  used  by  our  caretaker  and  family.  A living-room, 
(the  keeping  room)  14  ft.  9 in.  by  23  ft.,  a dining  room, 
kitchen,  bath  room,  and  three  bedrooms,  with  all  modern  con- 
veniences, are  very  attractive  and  comfortable.  At  the  right 
of  the  front  door,  the  oldest  part  of  the  house,  our  assembly 
room  17  ft.  6 in.  by  19  ft.,  with  the  “office”  11  ft.  by  14  ft.  6 
in.,  one  step  higher,  thrown  together,  a large  kitchen  25  ft.  by 
10  ft.,  and  the  “Garden  Room”  15  ft.  6 in.  bj^  16  ft.  fur- 
nished as  an  old  time  parlor.  On  the  second  floor  we  have 
one  very  large  bedroom.  The  house,  built  about  1670,  is 
unusual  in  that  it  has  two  front  doors  side  by  side,  opening 
into  the  same  front  hall.  It  is  supposed,  that  the  rooms  at 
the  left  were  built  on  when  Samuel  Holten ’s  daughter  was 
married  and  that  the  front  hall  might  have  been  divided. 
There  are  three  separate  cellars,  one  under  the  Chapter 
assembly  room,  one  under  the  caretaker’s  side,  and  a third 
under  the  “Garden  Room”  which  was  added  early  in  1800. 
The  partition,  which  was  removed  to  make  a large  kitchen 
was  only  a temporary  partition  — the  original  room  was  un- 
doubtedly the  same  size  as  the  present  kitchen.  When  the 
partition  between  the  assembly  room  and  the  office  was  re- 
moved it  was  found  to  be  an  outside  wall  — pro\ing  that  the 
office  was  a later  addition;  also  when  the  partition  between 
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the  two  front  rooms  in  the  caretaker’s  side  was  removed  a 
window  frame  was  found.  This  showed  that  one  room  was 
added  at  the  left  of  the  front  door  then  a later  addition  of 
another  room. 

When  incorporated,  according  to  the  new  by-laws,  the 
Trustees,  having  entire  control  and  charge  of  the  real  estate, 
of  the  Corporation  were:  Mrs.  W.  P.  Hood,  chairman,  Mrs. 
Geo.  H.  Hale,  Secretary,  Mrs.  Geo.  P.  Bell,  Treasurer,  and 
Miss  Harriet  S.  Tapley,  Mrs.  P.  E.  Wilkins,  Mrs.  Grco.  W. 
Emerson  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Kimball.  The  first  meeting  of  this 
committee  held  at  the  Holten  House  on  June  27,  1921,  was 
most  interesting  and  after  looking  over  the  house  and  direct- 
ing general  repairs,  some  actual  restoration  work  was  under- 
taken by  them.  Realizing  that  there  must  be  original  panel- 
ling and  an  old  fireplace  behind  the  plastered  wall  on  the 
west  side  of  our  large  room,  the  committee  went  to  work  with 
any  available  tool  and  before  the  afternoon  was  over  revealed 
the  anticipated  panelling,  a fireplace  and  a cupboard  pre- 
viously hidden.  Undoubtedly  there  is  a still  larger  fireplace 
behind  the  present  one  shown,  but  it  did  not  seem  desirable 
to  restore  the  room  to  an  earlier  period. 

In  the  summer  of  1921,  Mr.  William  Sumner  Appleton, 
Secretary  of  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  N.  E>.  Antiqui- 
ties, an  authority  on  old  houses,  was  invited  to  visit  the  house 
and  he  approved  most  heartily  of  our  acquisition.  He  dis- 
covered some  butterfly  hinges  on  the  skylight  in  the  roof,  also 
on  the  door  to  what  we  feel  might  have  originally  been  the 
slave  quarters  in  the  East  end  of  the  attic.  On  one  of  the 
window  panes  we  found  Samuel  Holten ’s  autograph;  this 
has  been  framed  and  hangs  in  one  of  the  rooms.  Mr.  Lester 
S.  Couch  also  an  authority,  inspected  the  house  about  this 
time,  and  was  much  interested.  He  offered  some  panelling 
for  use  over  the  fireplace  and  in  the  front  hall. 

In  April  1922  the  West  side  was  ready  for  occupancy  and 
the  caretakers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  Porter  and  their 
diaughter.  Miss  Helen  Porter  moved  in. 

The  inside  of  the  house  having  been  made  livable,  our 
attention  was  turned  to  the  outside  which  sadly  needed  a coat 
of  paint.  In  the  fall  of  1924  a group  of  courageous  members 
of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Chapter  volunteered  to  paint  the 
exterior  of  the  Chapter  House  — thereby  saving  a goodly 
sum  of  money.  Two  coats  were  applied,  the  volunteers  coming 
day  after  day  until  the  task  was  completed,  and  the  house 
bears  testimony  to  the  fact  that  it  was  well  done.  Consid- 
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erable  fun  was  enjoyed  during  the  work  and  much  publicity 
given  the  House  and  Chapter.  Many  pictures  were  taken  of 
the  ladies  at  work  in  all  kinds  of  costumes.  One  picture  of 
the  Regent,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Preston,  on  a ladder  putting  on 
the  first  brushful  of  paint  with  Mrs.  John  H.  Kimball,  the 
vice-Regent  holding  the  paint  pail,  was  used  for  a place  card 
at  the  following  annual  meeting. 

In  1927,  while  making  repairs  on  the  house,  an  outside  door 
was  discovered  under  the  clapboards,  at  the  right  of  the  front 
door,  very  near  the  outside  door  to  the  room  called  “office.^’ 
This  was  uncovered  from  the  outside  and  proves  that  one 
corner  of  the  large  front  room  (indicated  by  a piece  of  strap- 
ping on  the  ceiling)  was  probably  used  as  an  office  during 
the  early  period  of  the  house.  Later,  as  needed,  the  lean-to 
was  built  on  and  the  room  generally  known  as  the  “office’’ 
built  with  its  own  outside  door.  Some  uprights  and  beams  in 
the  west  side  of  the  house  were  also  found  to  be  giving  out 
at  this  time.  These  had  not  hitherto  been  reinforced,  in  fact, 
very  little  work  had  previously  been  done  in  the  caretaker’s 
side  except  to  paper  and  paint.  These  repairs  proved  some- 
what extensive  and  expensive  as  is  usual  when  undertaken 
on  a house  of  this  age.  There  had  been  two  small  rooms  at 
the  front,  but  at  this  time  it  seemed  desirable  to  remove  the 
partition  making  one  large,  very  delightful  room.  During 
the  repairs  throughout  the  house  six  fireplaces  were  opened 
and  one  Franklin  stove  reset.  A fine  white  sand  was  found 
in  the  cracks  in  the  fioor  of  the  large  room,  which  indicated 
the  custom  of  sanding  the  floors.  Also  birch  bark  flashings 
were  used  when  the  office  addition  was  put  on. 

In  front  of  our  House  are  two  very  beautiful  Sycamore 
trees,  one  on  either  side  of  the  front  door.  “The  sycamore 
trees  in  front  of  the  Judge  Samuel  Holten  House,”  writes 
Charles  S.  Tapley,  “have  clustered  about  themselves  the  fame 
of  the  man  who  planted  them  and  have  thereby  acquired  a 
local  distinction  of  no  unworthy  proportions. 

“About  the  year  1760,  William  Farrington,  a resident  of 
Andover,  had  built  a new  home.  In  place  of  the  conventional 
old  elm,  he  yearned  to  plant  a row  of  sycamore  trees  in  front 
of  his  gambrel-roof  dwelling.  The  Sycamore  is  our  largest 
tree.  In  that  day  and  generation  it  was  usually  called  the 
Buttonwood,  sometimes  the  Button  Ball  or  Plane  tree.  The 
whitewashed  appearance  of  the  upper  limbs,  the  single  cap- 
like scale  of  its  bud,  which  is  nearly  surrounded  by  its  leaf 
scar,  prevent  the  Sycamore  from  being  confused  with  other 
trees. 


BY  CARRIE  F.  B.  WILKINS 


33 


“Where  these  sycamores  came  from  I do  not  know,  but  in 
William  Farrington’s  diary  is  a reference  to  going  to  Salem 
on  horseback  to  get  the  trees.  Probably  if  he  went  to  Salem 
which  was  then  an  im|portant  commercial  port,  they  had  just 
arrived  on  a ship  from  Europe. 

“He  was  surprised  to  find  two  dozen  trees.  Daunted  by 
the  laboriousness  of  the  journey  in  prospect,  he  gave  Syca- 
more trees  away  on  his  way  to  Andover.  Not  only  these  trees 
in  front  of  the  Judge  Samuel  Holten  House,  but  also  the  two 
stately  trees  in  front  of  the  First  Church  parsonage  and  the 
row  of  sycamores  in  front  of  the  Dlaniel  Fuller  House  in  Mid- 
dleton were  given  away  by  William  Farrington.  Their  char- 
acteristic color  stands  out  conspicuously  against  the  green 
background  of  other  trees.  Their  trunks  remind  one  of  an 
elephant. 

“It  would  be  interesting  to  retrace  our  steps  to  1760  and 
to  picture  William  Farrington  as  he  reached  Andover  with 
six  or  eight  trees  ready  to<  plant  about  his  home.  The  Holten 
House  trees  witnessed  Judge  Holten  bidding  farewell  to  his 
wife  and  children  as  he  left  for  his  country’s  service.” 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Stickney  of  Beverly  was  elected  Regent  at  an 
Advisory  Board  meeting  June  7,  1921.  This  proved  a very 
busy  year,  all  unnecessary  expense  was  done  away  with  and 
every  Chapter  member  concentrated  on  funds  for  restoring 
the  house  in  the  best  possible  way,  which  we  soon  found  meant 
the  raising  of  considerable  money. 

Maj^  17,  1922,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Emerson  was  elected  Regent. 
New  members  continued  to  come  into  the  Chapter  making  130 
members.  Meetings  were  held  regularly  and  now  every  kind 
of  scheme  was  brought  into  use  that  would  help  raise  money. 
There  seemed  to  be  more  to  be  done  and  then  some  more;  it 
all  being  rather  expensive. 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Preston  was  elected  Regent  May  31,  1923. 
During  these  years  the  membership  reached  the  peak  though 
varying  continually,  this  year  129  members  and  the  dues  in- 
creased to  $3.00.  The  China  Class  was  well  on  its  feet  again, 
holding  many  meetings  of  interest  with  an  average  of  40 
attendance.  Early  in  the  year  1925,  the  Holten  House  Ex- 
change was  opened  under  the  able  direction  of  Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Hale  as  mlanager,  Mrs.  Arthur  W.  Gay,  Treasurer.  All  kinds 
of  handiwork  were  sold  with  a small  profit  to  the  Chapter  ; 
Miss  Alice  H.  Newhall  took  charge  of  the  sale  of  Colonial 
candles  made  by  Mrs.  Walter  D.  Baker  of  Hyannis,  Mass., 
formerly  Mable  Kimball  of  Danvers.  Many  Chapter  mem- 
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bers  assisted  from  time  to  time  with  this  business  venture. 
Though  the  Exchange  was  open  for  business  only  around 
Christmas  and  through  the  sumjmer  months,  the  sum  of 
$365.70  was  realized  at  the  end  of  four  years.  A large  num- 
ber of  consigners  were  on  the  books  and  the  time  had  come  to 
make  a change  of  plans  — either  keep  open  eYery  day  or 
give  it  up.  As  Mrs.  Hale  had  given  her  services  and  it  was 
very  inconvenient  for  her  to  be  away  from  home  any  more, 
it  was  decided  to  discontinue  the  Holten  House  Exchange. 

During  the  last  few  years  we  have  lost  quite  a number  of 
our  members,  some  joining  the  Lynn  Chapter,  some  the  Mar- 
blehead Chapter.  All  of  our  Beverly  members  went  into  the 
Beverly  Chapter  as  Charter  members,  and  a few  joined  the 
Salem  Chapter  when  that  was  founded.  Nevertheless,  we  find 
our  membership  in  1925  about  the  same  — 135  members.  This 
seems  very  conclusive  that  an  active  Chapter  with  a big  job 
on  its  hands  and  some  good  live  workers,  is  the  popular  one. 

On  May  13,  1925,  Mrs.  John  H.  Kimball  was  elected  Regent. 
Meetings  have  been  held  regularly,  most  of  them  at  the  Holten 
House,  which  is  in  a very  orderly  state.  Waffles  were  served 
Wednesdays,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Alice  H.  Newhall, 
and  the,  Exchange  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Geo.  H.  Hale  was  pros- 
perous. In  connection  with  the  regular  meetings,  exhibits 
were  shown  of  “Old  Platters,”  “Old  Furniture,”  “Old 
Toys,”  “Old  Glass,”  and  “Old  Prints  and  Samplers.” 
There  was  also  a class  in  hooked  rugs.  The  Chapter  was 
represented  in  the  Salem  Historical  Parade  on  July  9,  1926 
by  a group  of  members  and  friends  in  old  costumes  riding  in 
an  old  stagecoach.  Those  participating  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  H.  Kimball,  Miss  Louise  G.  Kimball,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Jas- 
per Marsh,  Miss  Nancy  Marsh,  Master  John  Marsh,  Misses 
Miriam  and  Eleanor  Gay,  Miss  Lucy  W.  Mudge,  and  Mr.  Jay 
Day,  Coach  Driver.  Outrider,  George  Ctillen. 

At  the  annual  meeting  May  12,  1927,  Mrs.  Edward  H.  Reed 
was  elected  Regent.  In  July  the  Chapter  took  an  active  part 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  Anniversary  of  the 
town  of  Danvers,  Mass.,  attending  the  Church  exercises,  keep- 
ing open  house  and  entering  the  Historical  Parade.  Our 
Regent,  Mrs.  Reed,  and  her  father,  Mr.  Ferguson,  both  in 
old  fashioned  costumes  rode  in  an  old  chaise.  At  that  time 
our  house  was  marked  over  the  front  door,  ‘ ‘ The  J udge  Sam- 
uel Holten  House”  and  the  date  1670.  Also  a swinging  sign 
with  the  wording:  “General  Israel  Putnam  D.  A.  R.  Chapter 
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House”  was  hung  from  one  of  the  Sycamore  trees.  During 
this  year  the  extensive  repairs  were  made  in  the  caretaker’s 
side  of  the  house  amounting  to  over  $1,500,  which  were  paid 
for  in  full  in  a year.  In  order  to  raise  this  amount  there  had 
to  be  rummage  sales,  cake  sales,  bridge  parties,  luncheons, 
birthday  penny  parties,  and  any  kind  of  a thing,  that  would 
bring  some  money  into  the  treasury.  During  the  summer 
months  for  three  years,  once  a week,  most  delicious  waffles 
were  served  by  Miss  Alice  H.  Newhall,  thereby  adding  $122 
to  the  treasury.  With  that  bill  paid,  our  attention  was  turned 
to  some  state  work  which  had  of  necessity  been  dropped. 
Contributions  have  been  made  for  the  Ellis  Island  work  and 
the  International  College  at  Springfield  besides  our  usual 
local  charities.  Our  expenses  on  refreshments  at  Chapter 
meetings  have  been  somewhat  reduced.  At  our  December 
meeting  we  had  a simple  and  informal  lunch  for  fifty  cents; 
at  our  February  meeting  a buffet  lunch  of  voluntary  gifts; 
and  our  Annual  Meeting  Luncheon,  more  formal,  one  dollar. 
These  luncheons  added  much  to  the  sociability  of  the  Chapter 
and  were  quite  an  acquisition.  We  were  fortunate  in  our 
hospitality  committee  for  these  years,  — Miss  Alice  H.  New- 
hall and  Mrs.  Raymond  Godfrey,  chairmen;  Mrs.  Wm.  C. 
Burk,  Mrs.  Ed.  Cook,  Jr.,  Mrs.  I.  Preston  Goodale,  Mrs.  Frank 
A.  Witman,  and  Mrs.  Elm)er  A.  Witham.  There  were  most 
delightful  culinary  surprises  and  much  jollity  during  the 
refreshments. 

During  the  week  of  the  Tercentenary  Celebration,  1930, 
the  Chapter  was  very  active  — the  house  was  open  every  day 
with  members  in  costume.  Souvenirs  were  on  sale,  appropri- 
ate to  the  occasion  and  the  house,  a silhouette  of  Judge  Sam- 
uel Holten ; a card  with  one  of  the  hand  made  nails  from  the 
house,  discarded  during  repairs;  a very  fine  woodcut  of  the 
bouse  from  a pen  and  ink  drawing  made  by  Miss  Dorothy 
Jenkins.  These  were  generously  donated  by  Miss  Jenkins 
and  her  mother,  Mrs.  LavTence  W.  Jenkins,  so  the  entire 
amount  was  received  by  the  Chapter.  Also  there  were  post- 
cards made  from  this  drawing.  On  July  1,  1930,  Chapter 
members  took  part  in  the  pageant  at  the  Park  representing 
the  w^edding  of  Israel  Putnam  and  Hannah  Pope. 

The  Chapter  felt  honored  when  its  founder  and  first  Regent 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Masury,  was  made  State  Regent  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  of  Massachusetts,  also 
Vice-President  General  of  the  National  Society. 

The  history  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  Chapter  will  not  be  com- 
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plete  without  a special  tribute  to  a few  of  our  members.  It 
is  quite  unusual  for  a Chapter  to  have  received  such  contin- 
uous and  loyal  service  from  its  members. 

Without  any  question  the  life  and  continuance  of  the  Chap- 
ter was  due  to  the  interest  and  ener^  of  Mrs.  Wallace  P. 
Hood.  Taking  over  the  Chapter  at  its  lowest  ebb  in  1902 
she  built  up,  strengthened  and  held  up  the  standard  for 
twelve  years.  Through  her  activities  the  Chapter  House  was 
purchased  and  while  she  very  likely  could  not  have  foreseen 
the  result,  it  has  proved  a mpst  outstanding  accomplishment. 

Two  Charter  members : Mrs.  Geo.  P.  Bell  most  satisfactorily 
acted  as  Treasurer  of  both  the  Chapter  and  the  Holten  House 
funds,  for  all  but  three  years  of  its  existence,  also  one  of  the 
Trustees  for  ten  years ; and  Mrs.  George  H.  Hale,  Secretary 
for  twelve  years,  registrar  for  five  years,  a Trustee  for  ten 
years,  and  manager  of  the  Holten  House  Exchange  for  four 
years,  turning  over  to  the  Chapter  nearly  four  hundred  dol- 
lars from  that  project. 

Mrs.  Lawrence  W.  Jenkins  as  Registrar  eighteen  years  spent 
unlimited  time  searching  genealogical  records  for  applicants 
filling  out  their  papers.  She  was  Treasurer  of  the  Lunch 
Counter  for  four  years;  one  of  the  C.  A.  R.  committee  ten 
years  and  a Trustee  ten  years. 

Last,  by  no  means  least,  do  we  mention  the  service  given 
the  China  Class  from  its  formation  in  1907  by  Mrs.  Geo.  W. 
Towne.  She  was  literally  the  back  bone  of  the  China  Class. 

Among  our  members  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Comey  was  a real 
granddaughter. 

At  our  November  meeting  1931,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
honoring  one  of  our  very  dear  members,  Mrs.  Mary  Stratton 
Pike.  Her  ninetieth  birthday  falling  on  the  next  day,  we 
made  a birthday  celebration  for  her.  She  took  active  part 
in  the  meeting  by  reading  a paper  on  Judge  Holten  prepared 
and  read  by  her  ‘‘a  Decade  Ago.” 

Tlie  Chapter  has  entertained  State  Officers  from  time  to 
time,  and  kept  in  touch  with  State  and  National  affairs.  Con- 
tributions have  been  made  to  the  Rebecca  Nourse  Association 
to  assist  in  the  restoration  of  the  house,  and  a gift  of  an  un- 
usual cluiir-table  for  the  house.  Also  our  members  have 
assisted  in  Social  gatlierings  at  the  Samuel  Fowler  liouse  at 
Danvers])ort,  whieli  is  owned  by  the  Society  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  N.  E.  Antiquities  of  which  the  Chapter  has  been  a 
niem])er  for  several  years. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  DIARY  OF 
JOHN  QUINCY  ADAM'S 
PERTAINING  TO  SAMUEL  PUTNAM 


Copied  by  Harriet  S.  Tapley 


Following  are  extracts  from  a diary  kept  by  John  Quincy 
Adams  while  a law  student  in  the  office  of  Theophilus  Parsons, 
Esq.,  of  Newburyport.  He  was  twenty  years  old  and  had 
just  gradtuated  from  HarYard.  In  his  class  was  Samluel  Put- 
nam of  Danvers,  son  of  Deacon  Gideon  Putnam,  who  also 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Theophilus  Bradbury, 
Esq.,  in  Newburyport.  The  two  young  men  were  constantly 
thrown  in  each  other’s  company,  and  it  is  interesting  to  read 
what  the  future  President  of  the  United  States  thought  of 
the  future  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts. 

The  maturity  of  tone  of  this  diary  is  perhaps  its  most 
noticeable  feature ; but  in  reading  it,  it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind 
that  not  only  was  the  writer  an  exceptional  character,  but  his 
experience  had  been  so  very  unusual  as  to  be  even  yet  almost, 
if  not  indeed,  altogether  unique. 

He  lived  abroad  for  a greater  part  of  the  time  after  he  was 
eleven  years  old  until  he  entered  Harvard  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  had  privileges  of  wide  observation.  Samuel 
Putnam  was  a normal  boy,  brought  up  in  a country  town, 
whose  buoyant  nature  could  not  be  understood  by  Adams 
who  took  life  very  seriously  even  at  this  early  age. 


Aug.  15,  1787.  In  the  forenoon  I went  to  see  Mr.  Parsons'*^ 
and  informed  him  that  I should  probably  attend  at  his  office 
in  about  three  weeks  . , . My  class-mate  Putnam  has  applied 
for  admission,  and  intends  I am  told  to  enter  the  office  in 
November. 

Sept.  28.  I learnt  this  day  that  the  bar  determined  last 
evening  to  abide  by  the  rule  which  they  had  adopted  some 
years  ago,  which  was  that  there  should  not  be  more  than  three 
students  in  an  office  at  once.  Putnam  therefore  cannot  be 
received  by  Mr.  Parsons. 

1 Theophilus  Parsons,  later  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Mass. 
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1 understand  that  he  has  this  day  applied  to  Mr.  Bradbury^ 
who  will  receive  him  immediately. 

Oct.  1.  Putnam  arrived  in  town  this  afternoon  and  I sup- 
pose will  enter  Mr.  Bradbury’s  office  immediately. 

Oct.  5.  In  the  afternoon  before  it  grew  dark  I went  down 
with  Thomson  ^ and  found  Putnam ; with  him  we  went  to  Dr. 
Swett’s  and  found  Little^.  From  thence  we  retired  very 
abruptly  and  went  home  with  Moses.  We  spent  the  evening 
there  and  supped,  after  which  we  all  returned  respectively 
to  our  homes. 

Oct.  8.  From  the  office  we  (Thom^n)  went  to  Putnam’s 
lodgings.  There  Sam  and  I played  together,  he  on  the  violin, 
1 on  the  flute,  for  a couple  of  hours ; after  which  we  sat  with 
him  till  nine  o’clock  and  then  respectively  retired. 

Oct.  14.  Went  with  Putnam  in  the  afternoon  to  iMr. 
Tucker’s  meeting;  and  was  much  pleased  with  the  doctor’s 
preaching.  Putnam  spent  an  hour  or  two  with  me  after 
meeting. 

Nov.  3.  Between  eight  and  nine  this  morning  I crossed 
Charlestown  and  Malden  bridges.  I rode  as  far  as  Danvers 
before  I stopped.  There  I found  Mir.  W.  Parsons^  and  his 
wife,  Mr.  T.,  Parsons  and  Mr.  J.  Tracy.®  They  started  from 
thence  before  me,  but  I came  up  with  them  in  Ipswich  where 
we  dined  at  Homan’s  tavern.  Parsons  was  quite  wdtty,  but 
strained  rather  too  much  for  it,  as  he  frequently  does.  “John,” 
said  he  to  Tracy,  “who  made  you  adjutant  general?”  “Mr. 
Bowdoin.  ” Strange  how  the  wisest  men  will  err  some- 
times!” 

This  kind  of  wit,  may,  I think  be  compared  to  a sky  rocket, 
which  spends  all  its  force  in  hissing  and  then  disappoints  us 
with  such  a weak  explosion  that  it  can  scarcely  be  heard. 
But  wit  to  be  pleasing  must  I think,  be  unexpected,  and  like 
the  lightning  which  flashes  in  our  eyes. 

2 Theophilus  Bradbury,  Harvard  1757,  later  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Mass. 

2 Thomas  W.  Thompson  of  Newburyport  & Concord,  1766-1821, 
the  most  popular  man  in  the  class  of  1786,  Harvard.  He  was  a 
Representative  to  the  Mass.  Legislature  and  member  of  Congress. 
Daniel  Webster  began  his  law  studies  in  his  office. 

4 Dr.  Moses  Little,  1766-1811,  of  Newbury  and  Salem. 

5 William  Parsons,  1755-1837,  merchant  and  ship  owmer,  of 
Newburyport  and  Boston,  brother  of  Chief  Justice  Theophilus 
Parsons. 

6 John  Tracy,  1753-1815,  a prosperous  merchant  of  Newbury- 
port. 
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From  Ipswich  I rode  in  company  with  them  to  Newbury, 
and  about  isunset  I returned  my  horse  to  his  owner.  I met 
Thompson  on  the  street  and  went  with  him  to  Putnam’s 
lodgings.  He  stayed  only  a few  mlinutes,  but  I tarried  there 
till  almost  nine  o ’clock  when  I came  home  and  retired  to  bed. 

Dec.  6.  Spent  the  evening  with  Thompson  and  Little  at 
Putnam’s  lodgings.  We  conversed  upon  a diversity  of  sub- 
jects. Law,  physics,  history,  poetry,  religion  and  politics 
by  turn  engaging  our  attention.  These  meetings  renew  the 
recollection  of  those  happy  scenes  which  we  have  all  gone 
through  in  college;  and  in  this  manner  I now  pass  some  of 
my  most  agreeable  hours. 

Dec.  11.  Reading  Blackstone  all  day,  and  I passed  the 
evening  at  the  office  till  eight,  after  which  I went  and  passed 
an  hour  with  Putnam.  P.  Bradbury'^  was  with  him.  We 
had  some  comment  upon  the  stale  topic  of  self  love  and  dis- 
interested benevolence. 

Dec.  15.  Spent  the  evening  with  Putnam  who  has  lately 
taken  a great  fancy  to  digging  in  metaphysical  ground, 
though  he  is  not  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
soil.  He  has  drunk  just  enough  of  the  Pierian  spring  to  in- 
toxicate his  brain,  and  not  sufficient  to  sober  him  again. 

Dec.  20.  It  snowed  some  part  of  the  day.  Just  after  dark 
I walked  with  Thompson  and  Putnam  to  Little’s  house  in 
Newbury,  but  he  was  gone  to  attend  the  ordination  at  Byfield. 
We  returned  and  the  lads  passed  the  evening  quite  sociably 
with  me  till  nine  o ’clock. 

Dec.  28.  In  the  evening  all  the  gentlemen  who  were  last 
night  at  the  dance  were  at  Putnam’s  lodgings.  We  drank 
and  smoked  and  sang  there  till  nine  o’clock,  but  notwith- 
standing a forced  appearance  of  hilarity  was  kept  up  there  was 
in  fact  no  real  mirth.  All  were  fatigued  by  the  last  night’s 
siege  and  unable  to  bear  another  such  as  the  inexhaustible 
spirit  of  Amory^  would  have  relished.  (Celebration  of  St. 
John’s  Day  by  Masons.) 

Jan.  8,  1788.  We  (Townsend)  called  in  at  Putnam’s  lodg- 
ings and  found Noyes  there.  Mr.  Townsend^  soon  went 

away.  I sat  there  till  after  nine  o’clock  and  heard  the  dole- 

7 Francis  Bradbury,  1766-1837,  son  of  Hon.  Theophilus  Brad- 
bury. 

8 William  Amory  of  Boston,  Harvard  1784,  student  at  law,  died 
in  1792  aged  twenty-seven  years. 

9 Horatio  Townsend  of  Dedham,  1763-1826,  Harvard  1783,  law 
student  and  later  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  Norfolk  County. 
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ful  story  of  the  clock  upon  Mr.  Murray ’s  meeting  house  which 
the  other  night  kept  striking  without  ceasing  almost  the  whole 
night  and  how  it  is  an  inhospitable  omen  foreboding  the  death 
of  Parsons  who  is  very  sick.  Superstition  and  bigotry 
will  ever  be  inseparable  companions  and  they  are  always  the 
tyrants  of  a mean  and  contracted  mind. 

Jan.  22.  Between  four  and  five  I received  an  invitation 
from  Putnam  and!  F.  Bradbury  to  join  them  for  a party  at 
sleighing.  Though  not  peculiarly  desirous  to  go  I did  not 
refuse  and  at  about  six  o’clock  we  started.  We  went  to 
Sawyer’s  tavern  about  three  miles  off,  and  then  danced  till 
between  twelve  and  one.  The  company  was  rather  curiously 
sorted,  but  the  party  was  agreeable.  I danced  with  the  eldest 
Miss  Frazier,  with  M]iss  Fletcher  and  with  Miss  Coats.  Miss 
Fletcher  appears  to  be  about  twenty.  She  is  not  tall,  but  has 
what  is  called  a very  genteel  shape.  Her  complexion  is  fair 
and  her  eye  is  sometimes  animated  with  a very  pleasing  ex- 
pression, but  unfortunately  she  is  in  love  and  unless  the  object 
of  her  affection  is  present  she  loses  all  her  spirits,  grows  dull 
and  unsociable  and  can  be  pleased  with  nothing.  This  evening 
she  was  obliged  to  dispense  with  his  company  and  the  usual 
effect  took  place.  I endeavored  as  much  as  possible  to  bring 
on  a conversation  but  all  to  no  purpose.  She  sat  like  Patience 
on  a monument  smiling  at  grief.  And  as  I found  she  could 
talk  only  in  monosyllables  1 was  glad  to  change  my  partner. 
Miss  Coats  is  not  in  love  and  is  quite  sociable.  Her  manners 
are  not  exactly  what  I should  wish  for  a friend  of  mine;  yet 
she  is  agreeable,  and  moreover  what  is  very  much  in  her  favor 
she  is  an  only  daughter  and  her  father  has  money.  We  re- 
turned to  town  a little  after  twelve  but  the  weather  was  not 
very  agreeable  as  it  snowed  violently.  After  we  had  carried 
home  the  ladies  Putnam  eame  to  lodge  with  me.  We  sat  and 
chatted  for  about  an  hour  and  then  retired  to  bed. 

Jan.  26.  I feel  no  extraordinary  inclination  for  study  of 
any  kind.  Putnam  reads  law  as  fast  or  faster  than  I do ; and 
if  there  is  to  be  no  alteration  in  the  situation  of  my  mind  he 
will  make  greater  improvements  in  his  three  years  than  I 
shall  in  mine. 

Jan.  29.  I passed  about  an  hour  in  the  evening  with  Put- 
nam ; he  then  went  with  G.  Bradbury^^  and  my  brothers 

10  George  Pradbury  of  Newburyport  & Portland,  1770-1823, 
Harvard  1789,  son  of  Theophilus  Bradbury,  attorney  and  member 
of  Congress. 
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(Thomas  and  Charles) into  a company  of  young  ladies,  and 
I crossed  the  street  and  sat  till  nine  o’clock  with  my  friend 
Thompson. 

Feb.  14.  Rigging  for  the  ball  . . . Between  three  and  four 
in  the  morning  the  company  retired.  Putnam  lodged  with 
me. 

Feb.  19.  Called  upon  Putnam  after  leaving  the  office  and 
passed  the  evening  at  his  lodgings.  I have  a greater  regard 
for  the  young  fellow  than  I had  when  at  college.  He  is 
friendly  and  good  natured  and  pursues  his  studies  with  dili- 
gence and  attention.  Perhaps  indeed  that  now  his  warmth  of 
emulation  has  subsided  and  we  can  in  no  instance  be  rivals, 
neither  he  nor  I view  each  other  in  the  same  light  that  we 
did  nine  months  ago. 

March  5.  I passed  the  evening  with  Thomipson  and  Put- 
nam at  Mr.  Bradbury’s.  Frank  came  from  Boston  this 
morning  and  brought  an  account  of  the  interment  of  Hon.- 
Thomas  Cushing,  Esq.  ...  We  played  cards  an  hour  or 
two  and  then  amused  ourselves  with  music.  There  were 
several  young  ladies  present.  Miss  Harriet ’s^^  companions; 
a set  that  are  always  together,  and  who  have  at  least  more 
personal  beauty  than  any  equal  number  of  other  unmarried 
ladies  in  this  town.  Miss  Wigglesworth^^  is  about  seventeen. 
Her  stature  is  rather  diminutive  but  smallness  is  said  to  be 
one  of  the  essential  requisites  of  prettiness.  Her  features  are 
regular  and  her  shape  admirably  proportioned.  Her  disposi- 
tion is  said  to  be  amiable;  but  she  talks  very  little.  The 
greatest  defect  which  I have  observed  in  her  is  her  frequent 
smile  which  is  certainly  either  unmeaning  or  insulting.  The 
only  method  I can  pursue  when  I catch  her  eye  is  to  smile 
too;  and  by  this  means  put  her  out  of  countenance.  This 
much  for  the  present.  I will  take  some  other  opportunity 
to  mention  the  other  stars  that  form  the  constellation. 

March  6.  We  met  in  the  evening  at  Putnam’s  club.  I did 
not  pass  my  time  so  agreeably  as  I usually  do  there  evenings. 
Townsend  and  Am\ory  were  there,  and  instead  of  devoting 
our  hours  to  free  and  unrestrained  conversation  we  lost  them 

11  Thomas  Boylston  Adams,  1772-1832,  Harvard  1790,  later 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  southern  circuit  — 
and  Charles  Adams,  1770-1800,  second  son  of  John  Adams,  Har- 
vard 1789,  attorney. 

12  Daughter  of  Theophilus  Bradbury,  born  1773,  married 
Thomas  W.  Hooper. 

13  Probably  daughter  of  Col.  Edward  Wigglesworth  of  New- 
buryport. 
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in  playing  on  the  violin  and  flute.  Between  nine  and  ten 
we  retired. 

March  15.  I called  this  evening  at  Putnam’s  lodgings  and 
passed  an  hour  or  two  with  him.  He  went  home  last  Sunday 
intending  to  be  absent  about  a week ; but  he  returned  yester- 
day without  completing  his  visit.  I told  him  some  time  ago, 
that  I expected  he  would  not  be  absent  long  from  the  town 
with  any  satisfaction  to  himself.  He  says  he  is  happy  as  the 
day  is  long.  He  admires  Newbury  Port  exceedingly,  and 
never  enjoyed  himself  more  than  he  has  for  the  six  months 
past.  He  says  he  is  not  in  love  and  that  is  not  the  least 
reason  for  which  I conclude  that  he  is.  A young  lady  similar 
in  her  manner,  and  perhaps  in  her  disposition  to  him  has 
engaged  his  affections;  and  the  schemes  which  he  forms  to  be 
in  company  with  her  and  the  manifest  fondness  which  appears 
when  he  is  with  her  more  than  outweighs  his  declarations ; 
which  in  cases  less  justifiable  than  the  present,  are  not  always 
consistent  with  truth. 

March  23.  Putnam  had  agreed  to  go  with  me  and  hear 
Parson  Tucker  preach  this  forenoon;  but  some  circumstances 
prevented  him  ; so  I went  alone. 

We  stopped  at  Mrs.  Hooper’s.  We  found  Miss  Cazneau 
there ; and  Thompson  and  Putnam  came  in  soon  after.  The 
evening  was  dull.  Miss  Cazneau  would  sing;  and  rendered 
two  or  three  songs. 

Mar.  26.  I took  a long  walk  this  afternoon  with  Putnam ; 
and  as  we  came  back  we  stopped  at  Mrs.  Hooper’s  ...  We 
played  quadtrill.  Miss  Knight  and  Miss  Phillips  were  there. 

Mar.  27.  I went  with  Pickman,  Amory,  Stacey  and  Putnam 
to  Salisbury  to  seel  a vessel  launched.  She  stuck  as  she  went 
off.  We  dined  there  but  the  party  was  far  from  being  agree- 
able. A.  Orne  is  an  habitual  debauchee  who  at  the  age  of 
five  or  six  and;  twenty  has  brought  upon  himself  the  infirmities 
of  old  age.  He  isi  one  of  those  human  beings  whom  to  see  is 
to  despise.  At  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  I returned  with 
Pickman  and  Putnam  to  Newburyport  and  from  thence 
Avalked  up  to  Little ’s,  where  we  found  Thompson  and  Sawwer. 
We  passed  the  evening  agreeably;  and  much  more  to  our  sat- 
isfaction than  we  could  have  with  those  other  lads  whom  we 
left  at  Salisbury. 

Apr.  1.  Putnam  took  a long  walk  with  me;  he  has  been 
amusing  himself  with  Stacey  this  day  by  the  prescriptive 
privilege  of  deceiving.  The  manner  was  imprudent  and  the 
thing  itself  beneath  his  years ; but  there  is  a pleasure  in  play- 
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ing  the  fool  at  times;  and  perhaps  these  are  peculiarly  ex- 
cusable. 

Apr.  2.  I took  a walk  with  Putnam  this  afternoon,  and 
as  we  returned  Putnam  urged  me  to  go  in  to  Dr.  Smith ’s,  to 
which  I finally  agreed.  Putnam  passed  a number  of  high 
enconiums  upon  Miss  Smith ; but  as  soon  as  I went  into  the 
house  I found  Mjiss  Bradbury  there ; which  explained  Put- 
nam ’s  eagerness.  I sat  and  conversed  till  about  nine  o ’clock, 
and  then  came  off,  leaving  my  companion  with,  his  Dulcinea 
there. 

Apr.  3.  Thompson  went  yesterday  morning  to  Ipswich, 
and  returned  last  evening.  I dined  with  him  today.  Frank 
Bradbury  and  Putnam  were  likewise  there  ...  I took  a long 
walk  after  dinner  with  them,  and  we  passed  the  evening  at 
Putnam’s  lodgings. 

Apr.  4.  In  the  evening  I went  with  Thompson  and  Put- 
nam to  Mr.  Bradbury’s,  where  we  found  a large  company. 
Mr.  W.  Parsons  and  his  wife,  Mr.  Sigourney  and  his  enamor- 
ata,  and  an  innumerable  quantity  of  Miss  Greenleafs.  We 
passed  the  evening  as  usual,  singing,  playing  cards,  &c. 

Apr.  5.  Putnam  passed  the  evening  at  my  lodgings.  We 
conversed  upon  a variety  of  subjects.  I am  more  pleased  with 
him  than  I was  while  we  were  classmates.  He  is  not  exempt 
from  that  puerility  which  I mentioned  as  constituting  his 
character;  and  I have  sometimes  seen  him  exert  a degree  of 
little  cunning  to  serve  his  own  purpose.  But  he  is  good- 
natured  and  friendly ; willing  and  ready  to  oblige ; easy  and 
contented;  enjoying  the  present  and  looking  forward  to 
futurity  without  sufficient  anxiety  to  embitter  his  happiness. 
I often  envy  him  his  feelings.  For  “who  by  taking  thought 
can  add  one  cubit  to  his  stature?”  The  prospects  of  life 
which  are  before  me  are  by  far  the  most  frequent  employment 
of  my  thoughts;  and  according  to  the  different  temperature 
of  my  spirits,  I am  sometimes  elated  with  hopes,  sometimes 
contented  with  indiffierence,  but  often  tormented  with  fears, 
and  depressed  with  the  most  discouraging  appearances. 

Apr.  26.  We  got  into  Salem  about  ten  o’clock.  I paid  a 
visit  to  Mjr.  Bead ; he  is  going  to  be  married,  and  to  a young 
lady  with  a large  fortune,  which  is  rather  surprising. 

May  8.  We  met  in  the  evening  at  Putnam’s  lodgings. 
Stacey  desired  to  join  the  Club,  and  was  accordingly  received. 

May  10.  I passed  the  evening  with  Putnam  at  his  lodgings. 

May  16.  Took  a walk  after  leaving  the  office  with  Thomp- 
son and  Putnam.  We  were  for  calling  in  at  Mr.  Frazier’s 
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to  see  the  young  girls,  but  upon  the  presumption  they  were 
not  there  I would  not  stop  ; accordingly  we  proceeded.  Thomp- 
son left  us.  Putnam  was  very  impatient,  but  just  as  we  had 
turned  the  corner  into  High  Street,  both  Miss  Fraziers,  and 
Putnam’s  own  Harriet  appeared.  He  was  as  happy  as  present 
enjoyment  can  render  anyone.  We  walked  with  the  girls, 
and  after  conducting  them  home  took  our  leave.  Putnam 
afterward  called  to  see  me.  He  had  no  idea  of  meeting  the 
girls,  nor  did  he  suspect  that  Harriet  could  be  with  them. 
The  most  exceptionable  part  of  this  young  fellow’s  character 
is  a spirit  of  deception,  a disposition  to  be  cunning,  even  in 
the  most  trifling  occurrences  of  life,  in  which  a complicated 
policy  would  require  an  appearance  of  the  greatest  candour 
and  frankness.  He  is  deeply  smitten  with  his  Harriet ; 
every  look  and  every  action  afford  demonstration  strong  of 
this.  Yet  he  pretends  to  deny  it.  He  is  sure  to  meet  her 
every  evening ; and  yet  he  boldly  declares  that  it  neyer 
happens  but  by  accident.  Upon  this  subject,  it  is  true,  his 
friends  have  no  right  to  catechise  him;  but  he  himself  leads 
the  way  by  making  declarations  which  any  persons  of  common 
sense,  and  any  ways  conversant  with  him,  must  know  to  be 
totally  repugnant  with  the  truth.  We  laugh  at  him  for  this 
conduct,  but  he  does  not  appear  sensible  how  much  it  lessens 
our  esteem  for  him.  And  he  still  attempts  to  carry  on  a de- 
ception, which  we  have  told  him  was  long  since  detected. 

May  17.  Took  a long  walk  with  Thompson  and  Putnam. 
I passed  the  evening  with  Putnam  at  his  lodgings. 

May  29.  Club  at  Thompson’s  this  evening.  Putnam  in- 
formed us  he  must  leave  at  a quarter  before  nine.  I told 
him  he  must  make  no  appointments  for  Thursday  evenings. 
It  was  no  appointment,  he  said;  but  he  was  under  an  indis- 
pensible  obligation  to  write  a letter  this  evening ; accordingly 
he  left  us.  At  nine  we  likewise  came  away.  I took  a walk 
with  Stacey  in  High  Street,  with  the  expectation  of  meeting 
Putnam ; nor  were  we  disappointed.  He  was  walking  home 
with  the  young  ladies  that  he  is  generally  most  attentive  to. 
After  we  had  ascertained  the  matter  sufficiently,  we  continued 
a walk,  and  I came  home  at  about  ten. 

May  80.  I called  this  morning  at  Mr.  Bradbury’s  office 
and  affronted  Putnam  by  rallying  him  upon  his  deception 
last  night. 

July  29.  I walked  with  Stacey  and  Putnam.  After  going 
some  way  into  Newbury  we  returned  and  walked  upon  a sort 
of  terrace  in  High  Street.  We  saw  there  a number  of  young 
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ladies  who  seemed  to  expect  to  he  accosted  and  some  of  whom 
finally  sat  down  on  the  grass,  perhaps  to  see  if  that  would  not 
call  our  attention  to  them ; but  we  were  really  inexorable,  not- 
withstanding Miss  Bradbury  was  there.  Indeed  it  has  been 
observed  that  Putnam  has  of  late  wholly  altered  his  conduct 
toward  her;  and  there  have  been  many  speculations  concern- 
ing the  cause  or  causes  of  this  difference.  Some  of  these  young 
ladies  were  so  much  piqued  at  our  apparent  neglect  of  them 
that  they  revenged  themselves  with  proper  spirit  by  laughing 
loud  at  us  as  we  past  them;  and  what  punishment  could  be 
more  severe  than  the  ridicule  of  a young  lady? 

Aug.  6.  Putnam  went  last  week  to  Danvers,  and  returned 
this  forenoon. 

Aug.  13i.  Met  Putnam  walking  with  some  young  ladies.  I 
joined  them,  and  passed  the  remainder  of  the  evening  at  Mr. 
Frazier  ’s.  These  young  Misses  have  assumed  an  importance 
rather  above  their  years,  and  to  the  trifling  conduct  and  con- 
versation of  childhood  unite  the  punctilious  formality  of  riper 
years.  I have  not  received  much  satisfaction  in  their  com- 
pany, and  as  they  are  handsome  I had  rather  look  at  them 
for  five  minutes  than  be  with  them  five  hours.  Putnam  is 
not  so  difficult  to  please;  he  can  conform  to  their  manners, 
and  enter  into  all  their  debates.  He  is  consequently  a favorite. 

Aug.  21.  Upon  Stacey’s  invitation  I went  with  him  and 
Putnam  and  two  young  lads  by  the  name  of  Greenough,  to 
Mr.  Greenleaf’s,  where  we  had  something  like  a concert  of 
music.  The  house  was  soon  filled  with  people;  it  seemed  as 
if  there  was  nobody  within  five  miles  that  had  ever  heard  the 
sound  of  a violin  before.  Some  of  the  young  ladies  thought 
it  would  be  pretty  to  join  with  their  voices  in  the  music ; and 
the  concert  therefore  became  both  vocal  and  instrumental. 
1 was  fatigued  by  ten  o’clock  and  could  blow  no  more;  and 
finding  that  Stacey  and  Putnam  had  got  so  much  engaged 
with  a lovely  songstress,  (or  one  that  might  be  lovely)  as 
shew  no  prospect  of  an  intention  to  quit,  I came  off,  and  left 
them  at  about  eleven  o’clock. 

Aug.  22.  We  assembled  this  evening  at  Thompson’s.  Mr. 
Greenleaf  came  in  and  passed  an  hour  with  us.  He  was 
apprehensive  that  we  were  disgusted  with  the  crowd  last  even- 
ing; but  we  undeceived  him.  He  talked  about  the  war;  for 
he  was  an  officer  in  our  army.  Putnam  has  not  yet  got  over 
his  trick  of  leaving  us  to  join  the  young  ladies  ; but  this  even- 
ing he  acknowledged  he  was  going  to  Mr.  Frazier’s. 

Sept.  4.  Left  Newburyport  this  morning  with  Bridge.  We 
dined  at  Putnam ’s  in  Danvers,  very  indifferent  entertainment. 
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The  town  of  Salem  made  a large  grant  of  land  to  Lieut. 
‘Richard  Davenport  in  1638.  He  conveyed  the  whole  lot  of 
280  acres  to  John  Putnam,  Sr.,  Richard  Hutchinson,  Daniel 
Ray  and  John  Hathorne  in  1647.  It  included  Davenport’s 
Hill,  later  called  Putnam’s  Hill  and  White’s  Hill. 

John  Putnam  conveyed  his  part  of  the  Davenport  grant 
to  his  son  Nathaniel,  March  2,  1653/4  (Essex  Reg.  of  deed, 
Bk.  2,  p.  57).  In  consideration  of  Nathaniel’s  marriage  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Hutchinson,  the  latter  deeded 
his  fourth  part  to  his  daughter  and  her  husband  in  1656.  On 
December  8,  1695,  Nathaniel  gave  all  his  title  in  the  land  to 
his  elder  son,  Benjamin  who  had  settled  on  the  place  recalled 
by  many  as  the  Maria  Goodhue  farm  on  North  Street.  The 
latter  was  burned  to  death  when  the  house  was  consumed  by 
tire  early  in  the  morning  of  Jan.  2,  1900.  The  land  is  now 
part  of  the  Wethersfield  Farm  owned  by  Dudley  P.  Rogers. 

According  to  the  late  Hon.  Alden  P.  White,  Deacon  Benja- 
min Putnam’s  son  Stephen  pushed  around  the  easterly  side 
of  this  long,  high  hill  and  established  himself  on  the  site  of 
the  house  now  owned  by  the  family  of  Judge  White  and 
numbered  240'  Locust  Street.  The  land  on  which  the  old 
domicile  stood  for  a century  or  more,  was  a portion  of  the 
Davenport  grant.  The  original  house  stood  at  the  end  of  a 
lane  leading  fromi  the  old  Topstield  road',  as  Locust  Street  was 
then  called,  and  was  probably  built  in  1718L  To  again  quote 
Judge  White,  “it  stood  under  a great  willow,  beneath  which 
was  a large  horse  block.  ’ ’ This  house  was  taken  down  about 
1839  and  the  present  house  erected. 

Deacon  Benjamin  Putnam  died  about  1715  and  in  his  will 
gave  his  sons,  Benjamin  and  Stephen,  “my  part  of  Daven- 
port’s farm  ...  to  be  equally  divided  between  them,  they 
paying  as  hereafter  appears.  . . My  will  is  that  my  son 
Cornelins  be  put  out  to  lame  sora  good  Trade  and  that  his 
brothers  Benjamin  and  Stephen  shall  pay  him  six  score 
pounds  within  three  years  after  he  comies  of  age ; that  is,  40 
pounds  a year  to  be  equally  paid  between  them.  ’ ’ 

(46) 
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It  appears  that  the  southern  portion  of  this  farm  came  to 
Stephen,  who  was  born  Oct.  27,  1694.  On  May  30,  1718  he 
married  Miriam  Putnam,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah.  It 
is  quite  probable  that  he  built  the  house  on  his  land  at  the 
time  of  his  marriage.  In  1739  he  served  as  lieutenant  in  the 
Third  Company  of  Foot,  Salem. 

Stephen  Putnam,  was  a farmer  and  carpenter  as  were  his 
sons  and  grandsons.  He  died  in  1772.  His  will  is  rather 
unusual  and  interesting.  Here,  as  well  as  on  some  other 
estates,  slaves  were  kept.  Hanson  in  his  history  of  Danvers 
says  that  in  1755  there  were  nine  male  and  sixteen  female 
slaves  in,  this  district.  They  were  not  classed  as  slaves,  how- 
ever, but  as  servants.  According  to  Kev.  Mt.  Rice  in  his 
History  of  the  First  Parisji  “the  yoke  of  bondage  rested 
lightly  on  them.  ’ ’ Stephen  Putnam,  owned  two  negro  women 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  late  A.  P.  White  says  one, 
“old  Rose,”  was  bought  in  Jamaica  by  the  pound.  ^ In  the 
Danvers  vital  records  we  find  that  “Rose,  servant  to  widow 
Miriam  Putnam,  and  Primis,  servant  to  Benjamin  Lynde  of 
Salem,”  were  married  Sept.  14,  1777. 

Stephen  Putnam’s  will,  offered  for  probate  in  May,  1772, 
read  as  follows  : 

“To  my  wife,  Miriam,  all  household  goods  within  doors 
for  her  to  dispose  of  as  she  shall  think  proper  amongst  my 
daughters,  except  my  wearing  apparel  which  I order  to  dispose 
of  equally  amongst  my  sons ; I also  give  my  wife  the  improve- 
ment of  the  west  end  of  my  dwelling  house  and  so  much  room 
in  the  cellars  as  she  wants  for  her  own  use,  so  long  as  she 
remains  my  widow ; I also  give  to  my  wife  one-third  part  of 
all  the  income  and  profits  of  my  real  estate  during  her  natural 
life  and  also  my  said  wife  shall  have  a horse  kept  for  her  use 
summer  and  winter  so  long  as  she  remains  my  widow  and 
my  will  is  that  my  said  wife  shall  have  as  much  wood  cut  and 
hauled  as  she  shall  have  occasion  to  burn  for  her  comfort  and 
I order  my  three  sons,  namely  Phineas,  Aaron  and  Stephen 
to  procure  the  aforesaid  wood  for  their  mother  equally 
amongst  them  at  the  door  where  she  dwells.  I also  give  my 
wife  my  negro  woman  servant  whose  name  is  Rose  during  her 
natural  life,  but  if  she,  the  said  negro,  should  by  sickness  or 
any  other  way  be  disenabled  to  labour,  my  will  is  that  she  shall 
be  supported  equally  and  at  the  charge  of  my  three  sons 
above  named,  and  as  to  Phillis,  my  other  negro  woman  ser- 

1 See  Danvers  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  IV,  p.  121. 
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vant  I give  her  to  my  three  sons  above  named  equally  amongst 
them.” 

Mr.  Putnam  gave  his  daughters,  Miriam  Flint,  Sarah  In- 
galls and  Hannah  Putnam  five  pounds  each  to  be  paid  three 
years  after  his  death.  He  also  gave  his  son  Moses  ‘‘the  sum 
of  five  shillings  besides  v/hat  I have  already  given  him,  in  the 
learning  and  other  ways.”  He  left  his  grandson  Timothy 
Putnam  120  pounds  to  be  paid  equally  by  his  three  sons  after 
his  decease  and  to  his  sons  Aaron,  and  Stephen  “all  my  live 
stock  of  creatures  and  all  my  utensils  of  husbandry  and  my 
carpentry  tools  to  be  divided  equally  between  them.” 

The  remainder  of  Mr.  Putnam’s  estate  was  to  be  divided 
equally  between  his  three  sons,  Phineas,  Aaron  and'  Stephen, 
but  “my  will  is  that  what  my  son  Phineas  has  already  got 
by  deed  of  gift  shall  be  amounted  so  much  of  his  portion  out 
of  the  whole  of  what  I have  given  my  three  sons  together  in 
this  will.” 

While  looking  for  other  information  in  the  Fowler  manu- 
script books  at  Essex  Institute,  I found  an  agreement  signed 
by  Stephen’s  three  sons.  This  cleared  up  the  question  of 
how  the  divided  ownership  of  the  negro  woman  servant  was 
settled  who  was  given  to  them  by  the  father.  It  was  dated 
April  6,  1774: 

“Phineas  and  Aaron  Putnam  for  and  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  40  pounds  paid  by  our  brother  Stephen  Putnam,  yoe- 
man,  have  sold  and  acquit  unto  him  all  our  part  and  right, 
title  and  interest  we  have  unto  a negro  woman  named  Philes, 
we  have  in  a property  to  two-thirds  of  her  which  we  have 
finally  acquited  unto  him  as  aforesaid  without  any  reserve.” 

In  the  same  Fowler  notebooks  there  is  an  excellent  descrip- 
tion of  Stephen  Putnam’s  old  house  written  by  Miss  Harriet 
Putnam  Fowler,  daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  Page  Fowler, 
a direct  descendant.  This,  together  with  the  story  of  the 
ancient  Putnam  court  cupboard  which  is  now  at  Essex  In- 
stitute, is  given  in  full  in  this  magazine. 

The  homestead  was  deeded  to  Stephen  by  his  brothers 
Phineas  and  Aaron  Putnam  on  April  6,  1774  (134-276),  the 
same  day  they  sold  him  their  interest  in  the  negro  servant. 

The  deed : 

“Phineas  and  Aaron  Putnam  in  consideration  of  a deed 
bearing  equal  date  with  these  presents  from  our  brother 
Stephen  acquitting  his  right  in  all  that  part  of  our  father 
Stephen  Putnam,  deed,  estate  that  is  specified  and  set  forth 
with  bounds  in  the  said  deed,  release  unto  said  Stephen  our 
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right  in  five  certain  pieces  or  tracts  of  land  with  the  build- 
ings on  the  same ; the  first  tract  is  the  homestead  in  Danvers 
on  which  the  buildings  stand  containing  39  acres  and  44 
poles.”  It  was  bounded  by  land  of  Benjamin  Putnam,  Da- 
vid Putnam  and  Aaron’s  share  in  the  father’s  estate.  The 
other  four  parcels  were  pasture  and  meadow  land  in  Danvers 
and  Topsfield. 

Phineas  Putnam  went  westward  and  established  his  home 
on  what  is  now  Preston  Street,  Hathorne,  near  the  site  of  the 
Essex  County  Agricultural  school.  This  property  came  to 
the  late  Charles  H.  Preston  through  his  grandmother  who  was 
Clarissa  Putnam. 

The  other  brother,  Aaron,  had  purchased  from  Jeremiah 
Putnam,  in  1768,  the  farm  now  numbered  156  Locust  street. 
The  story  of  his  house  and  the  families  who  occupied  it  has 
been  given  in  a previous,  chapter. 

The  old  homestead  belonging  to  Stephen  Putnam,  Jr.,  was 
described  in  the  direct  tax  list  of  1798  as  a ‘‘house  of  two 
stories  including  wood  house  and  chaise  house.”  It  was 
valued  at  $380.  The  farm,  with  the  barn,  workshop  and  corn 
barn  was  worth,  $942. 

Stephen  Putnam  Jr.,  was  born  Feb.  14,  1741.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  carpenter  as  his  father  had  been  before  him.  He 
saw  two  days  service  on  the  Lexington  Alarm  in  Capt. 
Jeremiah  Page’s  company.  Stephen  married  first  Ruth  Put- 
nam,, Sept.  14,  1773.  They  had  one  son,  Stephen,  bpt.  Mlay  8, 
1774.  The  mother  died  in  that  year  and  Mr.  Putnam  married 
for  his  second  wife,  Susanna  Herrick  of  Reading,  Dec.  15, 
1774.  There  were  eight  children  of  this  union: 

1.  Mioses,  b.  Nov.  4,  1775,  m.  Betsey  Putnam;  2.  Su- 
sanna, b.  Apr.  22,  1777,  m.  Daniel  Putnam  and  lived  in  the 
Gen.  Israel  Putnam  house;  3.  Ruth,  b.  Jan.  11,  1779,  m. 
Andrew  Batchelder,  clockmiaker,  and  lived  in  the  old  Lindall 
house  on  the  corner  of  Poplar  and  Locust  streets ; 4.  J acob, 
b.  Nov,  17,  1780,  m,  Susanna  Silver;  5.  Samuel,  b.  Oct.  30', 
1782,  m.  Polly  Herrick;  6.  Ebenezer,  b.  Feb.  5,  1785,  m. 
Betsey  Webb;  7.  Hannah,  b.  Jan.  17,  1787;  8.  Sally,  b. 
Mar.  10,  179 J The  last  two  never  married. 

The  late  Rev.  A.  P.  Putnam  said  in  Yol.  IX,  p.  59,  Danvers 
Historical  collections : ‘ ‘ Stephen  Putnam  as  a carpenter  assist- 
ed in  building  the  old  parish  meeting  house  of  1786.  He  also 
helped  in  the  building  of  the  schoolhouse  in  District  No.  3i,  in 
1787.  From  an  old  manuscript  record,  on  June  1,  of  that 
year,  Mr.  Putnam  was  credited  with  30  feet  of  timber  and 
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with  labor  for  a half  day  at  framing;  June  3,  with  labor  for 
two  days  at  framing  and  Dec.  4 with  54  squares  of  window 
glass.  In  all  his  account  amounted  to  £9,  12s.  6d.” 

Stephen  Putnam,  Jr.,  died  July  8,  1809.  In  the  inventor^^ 
of  his  estate,  “the  homestead  Farm  containing  about  38  acres 
with  buildings  thereon”  was  valued  at  $3000.  In  his  will  he 
gave  his  wife  Susanna  “the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  westerly 
half  of  my  dwelling  house  and  so  much  privilege  in  i;he  three 
cellars  as  she  may  want  for  her  convenience,  the  use  of  one 
third  of  my  lands  and  every  other  part  of  my  real  estate.” 
To  his  daughter  Susanna  he  left  $120  and  the  same  amount 
to  the  children  of  his  daughter  Euth  Batchelder,  deceased. 
He  gave  his  daughter  Hannah  $361.  The  remainder  of  the 
house  and  two-thirds  of  the  real  estate  he  left  to  be  divided 
equally  among  his  five  sons,  Stephen,  Moses,  Jacob,  Samuel, 
and  Eben.  The  widow  died  Feb.  25,  1825. 

Again  referring  to  M^r.  White’s  account  of  the  Putnams  in 
Hurd’s  history  of  Essex  county:  “The  three  sons  who  re- 
mained at  home  all  lived  to  a good  old  age,  to  be  popularly 
known  as  uncles — Uncle  Moses,  Uncle  Sam  and  Uncle  Eben — 
and  were  fathers  of  very  large  families.  Uncle  Moses  was, 
according  to  the  tax  list  of  1847,  the  richest  man  in  town.  ’ ’ 

Jacob  and  Eben  Putnam  deeded  several  pieces  of  real  estate 
inherited  from  their  father,  including  the  homestead  farm,  to 
their  brothers  Moses  and  Samtuel,  Apr.  7,  1826.  Later  Moses 
acquired  the  farm  from  Samuel. 

About  1839,,  the  house  being  badly  out  of  repair,  Mr.  Put- 
nam razed  it  and  built  a new  one  on  the  site.  He  rented  it 
most  of  the  time  during  his  years  of  ownership.  Mr.  Putnam 
died  Sept.  10,  1860  in  his  85th  year,  leaving  an  estate  of 
nearly  $250,000. 

In  his  will  he  left  certain  real  estate  in  trust  for  the  benefit 
of  his  sons.  The  “old  farm”  was  included  in  the  property. 
He  named  his  sons-in-law,  Samuel  Page  Fowler  and  Joseph 
S.  Black,  as  trustees.  Mr.  Black  died  soon  after  Moses  Putnam 
andi  Moses  Dorman  of  Boxford  was  appointed  to  fill  his  place. 
In  order  to  divide  the  property  the  trustees  were  given  per- 
mission by  the  supreme  judicial  court  to  sell  the  old  homestead. 
They  deeded  it  to  Henry  A.  White,  shoe  manufacturer,  for 
$3,050.  The  following  description  was  given  in  the  deed  dated 
April  13,  1869,  Essex  Reg.  of  Deeds,  bk.  770,  p.  20: 

“Beginning  at  the  easterly  corner  of  the  southerly  side  of 
the  passage  way  leading  from  Locust  street,  westerly  to  the 
premises,  then  crossing  said  passage  way  northerly  to  a corner 
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of  the  land  of  Emeline  P.  Black,  thence  northerly  to  a corner 
of  land  of  the  heirs  of  Elizabeth  Hi  Foster  to  North  Street, 
thence  to  land  of  Richardson  by  various  courses  to  bound  first 
mentioned!,  together  with  the  buildings  thereon.  Said  prem- 
ises contain  about  31%  acres.  Hereby  giving  to  said  Henry 
A.  White  the  right  of  way  as  now  exists  to  and  from;  Locust 
street  to  the  premises,  reserving  to  Etneline  P.  Black  the  right 
to  pass  by  the  usual  passageway  to  and  from  the  field  for 
necessary  purposes  in  the  cultivation  of  the  same.” 

Henry  Addison  White  was  born  in  Wenham,  Nov.  24,  1830, 
the  son  of  Amos  C.  and  Lydia  (Porter)  White.  His  occupa- 
tion is  given  in  Massey ’s  history  of  Amity  lodge  of  Masons  as 
a shoe  cutter,  grocer,  shoe  manufacturer  and  farmer. 

It  may  be  that  Mr.  White  came  to  Danvers  to  work  as  a shoe 
cutter  for  Oapt.  Eben  Putnam.  He  married  the  latter’s 
daughter,  Georgiana  Putnam,  Nov.  21,  1859.  She  was  the 
granddaughter  of  Moses  Putnam.  Only  one  of  the  three 
daughters  born  to  them  lived  to  maturity.  She  is  Jennie,  now 
Mrs.  George  B.  Sears  of  Cherry  Street. 

Capt.  Eben  Putnam’s  homestead  was  on  the  westerly  por- 
tion of  the  lot  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Maple  and  School 
streets.  On  the  easterly  side  of  this  lot  on  School  street  he 
erected  a building  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Wheel- 
v/right  block.  Capt.  Putnam  manufactured  shoes  there  which 
were  largely  used  through  the  southern  states.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  he  and  other  Danvers  manufacturers 
met  with  heavy  financial  loss,  which  compelled  him  to  retire 
from  the  business. 

Mrs.  Sears  says  her  father  went  into  the  grocery  business 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Franklin  Putnam  in  this  building 
which  was  remodeled  for  the  purpose.  She  does  not  remember 
that  her  father  was  in  the  business  elsewhere  but  according 
to  the  late  Francis  White,  his  uncle  Henry  had  a store  in 
company  with  Henry  L.  Eaton  in  the  old  Spaulding  building 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Central  fire  station. 

Shortly  after  the  Civil  war  Mr.  White  manufactured  shoes 
in  the  Charles  Gould  factory,  now  the  Ideal  Baby  Shoe  com- 
pany. Mrs.  White  died  December  16,  1867.  They  were  then 
living  with  her  father,  Capt.  Putnam,  in  the  old  homestead 
near  the  corner  of  Maple  and  School  streets.  His  sister, 
Harriet  White,  came  to  keep  house  for  him  and  take  care  of 
the  young  daughter. 

A little  over  a year  after  his  wife ’s  death,  Mr.  White  bought 
the  farm  in  Putnamville.  About  this  time  a young  lady  came 
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to  teach  in  the  District  number  three  school.  She  was  Sarah 
Preston  Towne,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Paulina  (Ferguson) 
Towne,  h.  July  19,  1842.  The  Towne  home  is  now  the  farm 
of  Aubrey  Gates  at  592  Maple  street,  near  the  Middleton  line. 
Mr.  White  and  Sarah  Towne  were  married  in  1870.  Their 
one  son  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  White  added  many  acres  to  the  Stephen  Putnam  farm. 
He  bought  land  on  North  street  from  Albert  Putnam  and  A. 
Kichardson  whose  house  was  torn  down  when  Seth  Low  built 
his  home  near  the  site. 

About  the  time  that  Henry  White  moved  to  his  farm  in 
Putnamville  he  went  into  the  shoe  business  in  the  Sears  fac- 
tory with  his  brother  Amos  Alden  White.  This  factory  stood 
near  the  corner  of  Locust  and  Wenham  streets  and  was  proba- 
bly built  about  1850  by  Alfred  Putnam!  and  John  Sears.  The 
White  brothers  manufactured  shoes  there  until  the  partner- 
ship was  dissolved  in  1873i.  Amos  then  went  into  business 
with  the  late  Austin  H.  Putnam,  first  in  the  Israel  H.  Putnam 
factory  and  later  in  the  Ira  Pope  factory. 

Charles  L.  Elliott  established  his  shoe  business  in  the  Sears 
factory  in  1873.  After  he  moved  out  some  years  later  the 
factory  remained  idle  for  years  and  fell  into  a sad  state  of 
decay.  It  was  sold  in  1900  to  George  W.  Gates  for  $80,  to 
be  removed.  Mr.  Gates  utilized  the  lumber  in  erecting  the  two 
cottages  at  514  and  516  Maple  street. 

Henry  A.  White  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  carrying 
on  his  farm.  He  died  June  23,  1897.  Mrs.  White  sold  to  her 
husband’s  nephew,  Alden  P.  White,  the  house  and  other  land. 
A plan  of  the  entire  farm  is  recorded  in  plan  book  12,  p.  47, 
at  the  registry  of  deeds  in  Salem.  Here  the  late  Judge  Alden 
P.  White  came  to  spend  his  summers  for  nearly  30  years  and 
it  was  in  this  house  that  he  died  in  July,  1933. 

In  1911,  Mr.  White  bought  what  was  known  as  the  North 
field  from  Mrs.  Sarah  White.  He  sold  house  lots  to  Willis 
II.  Ropes  and  Thomas  Perkins  who  built  homes  there. 

Mrs.  White  took  up  her  residence  at  the  Plains  after  she 
sold  the  old  house  in  Putnamville.  The  last  days  of  her  life 
were  spent  with  her  nephew,  Walter  Hutchinson,  at  the  High- 
lands. She  died  there  Jan.  23,  1925. 
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THE  ANCIENT  PUTNAM  CUPBOARD 
Courtesy  Essex  Institute 


HISTORY  OF  THE  OLD  PUTNAM  CUPBOARD 


By  Miss  Harriet  Putnam  Fowler 


The  following  story  is  in  a scrap  book  compiled  by  Miss 
Fowler,  1895-1900,  which  she  presented  to  the  Essex  Institute, 
Salem,  May  2,  1900. 


In  one  of  Eben  Putnam’s  leaflets,  he  has  a picture  of  this 
cupboard,  with  the  following  inscription,  ‘‘The  Putnam  (En- 
closed) Court  Cupboard.  Presented  by  Miss  Harriet  P. 
Fowler  to  the  Essex  Institute.  This  piece  is  of  the  16th  cen- 
tury and  is  known  to  have  been  brought  from  England  either 
by  John  Putnam  or  Richard  Hutchinson.  It  belonged  to 
Nathaniel  Putnam  and  then  to  his  son  Benjamin.” 

I named  the  cupboard,  the  “Old  Putnam  Cupboard  with 
drawers,”  upon  the  authority  of  Dr.  I.  W.  Lyon,  the  result 
of  whose  extensive  study  upon  the  subject  has  been  embodied 
in  his  book,  ‘ ‘ The  Colonial  Furniture  of  New  England,  a study 
of  the  Domestic  Furniture  in  use  in  the  seventeenth  and  eigh- 
teenth centuries.  ’ ’ A careful  examination  of  his  book  discloses 
the  fact  that  the  court  cupboard  was  originally  like  a table,  i.e., 
one  wide  board  on  legs  for  cups  to  rest  upon.  By  degrees 
drawers  were  attached  to  it  and  other  enclosed  structures  ; 
as  long  as  there  was  any  open  place  left,  it  retained  the  name 
of  court  cupboard;  but  just  as  soon  as  it  was  all  enclosed  it 
was  called  either  an  enclosed  cupboard  or  a cupboard  with 
drawers. 

My  knowledge  of  the  cupboard  is  as  follows : 

Mrs.  Susanna  (Putnam)  Putnam,  wife  of  Daniel  and  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Putnam,  Jr.,  and  Susanna  (Herrick),  told  my 
mother  who  was  her  niece,  Mrs.  Harriet  (Putnam)  Fowler, 
wife  of  Deacon  Samuel  Page  Fowler,  that  she  plainly  remem- 
bered when  a child  of  seeing  it  in  the  front  room  of  her 
grandmother  Miriam  (Putnam)  Putnam’s  house.  She  kept 
her  decanters  and  glasses  in  the  upper  part  of  the  cupboard. 

Susanna  was  born  Apr.  22,  1777  and  her  grandmother 
Miriam  became  the  widow  of  Lieut.  Stephen  Putnam  in  1772. 
Mrs.  Susanna  Putnam  also  said  that  this  cupboard  belonged 
to  a generation  earlier  than  her  grandmother  Miriam.  This 
would  apply  to  either  John  Putnam,  3d,  who  was  the  father 
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of  Miriam  or  Deacon  Benjamin  Putnam,  the  father  of  Lieut. 
Stephen. 

Deacon  Benjamin  Putnam  was  the  son  of  Lieut.  Nathaniel 
Putnam  whose  wife  was  Elizabeth  Hutchinson,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Alice  (Bosworth)  Hutchinson  of  Salem  Village, 
born  Aug.  20,  1629  and  baptized  at  Arnold,  England.  He 
died  Jan.  24,  1688. 

There  is  a tradition  that  the  cupboard  belonged  to  Deacon 
Benjamin  Putnam  and  that  it  was  taken  from  his  burning 
house,  it  being  almost  the  only  thing  that  was  saved.  When 
we  consider  that  it  required  the  strength  of  three  or  four  men 
to  move  it,  its  rescue  from  the  flames  shows  the  strong  attach- 
ment, that  was  felt  for  it.  There  are  marks  of  flames  upon 
the  back  of  the  cupboard. 

Deacon  Benjamin  Putnam  was  a prominent  man  in  Salem 
Village  where  he  was  born  Dec.  24,  1664  and  died  in  1714  or 
1715.  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Putnam,  father  of  Deacon  Benjamin, 
with  his  father  John  and  his  two  brothers  Thomas  and  John, 
came  from  Aston  Abbotts  Co.  Bucks,  England.  John,  Sr., 
it  is  believed  by  some,  settled  in  Salem  as  early  as  1634.  It 
is  certain  that  in  1641  a gTant  of  land  was  given  to  him  in 
Salem  Village. 

John  Putnam,  3d,  grandson  of  John,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Salem 
Village,  July  14,  1667.  His  will  was  proved  Mar.  21,  1737. 
He  held  many  minor  town  offices.  Under  date  of  Apr.  1, 
1709,  in  his  diary,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Green,  Pastor  of  the  First 
church  in  Danvers,  notes  the  burning  of  John  Putnam,  3d’s, 
house.  It  is  supposed  by  at  least  one  very  intelligent  person 
well  versed  in  Putnam  lore  that  the  cupboard  may  have  been 
taken  from  this  burning  house  instead  of  Deacon  Benjamin’s. 

The  only  thing  found  by  the  late  Ezra  Hines  after  a careful 
search  of  the  inventories  of  the  old  Putnams  and  Hutchinsons 
concerning  the  cupboard  was  the  following: 

The  Inventory  of  Lieut.  Stephen  Putnam,  late  of  Danvers, 
1772:  “To  one  old  Fashion  Cubbard  18/.”  It  seems  to  me 
there  is  no  reasonable  doubt  that  this  item  refers  to  the  cup- 
board in  question.  In  Deacon  Benjamin  Putnam’s  will  dated 
Oct.  28,  1706,  appears  the  following : 

“Item  I give  to  Benjamin  and  Stephen,  my  two  sons.  My 
part  of  the  Davenport  farm.  ...”  This  land  was  a grant 
given  to  Capt.  Richard  Davenport  1637-8.  Upon  this  grant 
of  land,  according  to  the  map  in  W.  P.  Upham’s  Salem  Witch- 
craft, is  a long  hill  called  Davenport  or  Putnam  hill.  Within 
a gunshot  of  this  hill  lived  Lieut.  Stephen  Putnam  and  his 
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wife  Miriam,  in  the  front  room  of  whose  house  stood  the  old 
cupboard  where  her  granddaughter  Susanna  Putnam  first 
saw  it. 

This  house  was  certainly  most  charmingly  located,  standing 
as  it  did  within  a stone  ^s  throw  of  the  main  road,  upon  a 
rocky  ledge  which  at  the  time  of  my  remembrance  was  made 
beautiful  in  spring  by  the  snowy  saxifrage  and  glorious  in 
summer  by  a luxuriant  growth  of  columbines.  I am  told  the 
present  house  occupies  nearly  if  not  quite,  the  same  site  as 
the  original  one.  Both  of  them  at  the  rear  commanded  a fine 
view  of  the  oak-crowned  hill,  while  on  either  side  were  flower- 
besprinkled  meadows  and  beyond  the  woods.  My  mother 
used  to  say  that  when  she  was  a child  there  was  a row  of  fine 
large  oaks  upon  the  summit  of  the  hill  which  were  afterwards 
blown  down  during  a gale  of  wind.  The  original  house  was 
shaded  by  the  overhanging  branches  of  a great  willow  tree 
beneath  which  was  a large  horse  block. 

Lieut.  Stephen  Putnam  died  in  1772.  The  next  generation 
who  owned  the  cupboard  was  Stephen  Putnam,  Jr.,  and  his 
wife  Susanna  Herrick.  Stephen,  Jr.  died  in  1809  and  Sus- 
anna, Feb.  25,  1825. 

The  following  was  written  for  me  by  a Putnam  lady  who 
for  years  has  made  great  researches  in  the  history  of  the  Put- 
nam family: 

‘‘The  cupboard  was  in  the  attic  after  Stephen  Putnam,  Jr.’s 
death  in  1809  as  the  farm  was  rented  and  the  eastern  half  of 
the  house  occupied  by  tenants.  There  was  not  enough  room 
for  so  large  a piece  of  furniture  downstairs,  so  it  was  carried 
to  the  dark  garret  to  sit  by  the  chimney.  In  its  place  there 
my  sister  remembered  it. 

“In  1837  or  1838  the  farm  and  house  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  Moses  Putnam  son  of  Stephen,  Jr.,  partly  by  inheri- 
tance and  partly  by  purchase,  by  whom  the  house  was  taken 
down  in  1839  and  a new  one  built  in  its  place. 

“When  the  workmen  took  the  cupboard  out  they  wrecked 
it  fearfully  and  left  it  in  the  back  yard  for  the  sun,  wind  and 
rain  to  complete  the  ruin.  But  Hannah  (Stephen  Jr.’s 
daughter)  covered  it  up  with  boards  as  best  she  could  and 
had  the  carpenters  place  it  in  the  new  attic  as  soon  as  it  was 
boarded  and  the  floor  laid.  But  again  it  was  roughly  handled 
in  the  m^oving.  How  grieved  she  was  as  she  took  me  up  to 
see  it  the  last  time  I saw  her  in  the  home  there,  you  can  never 
know ! It  was  precious  in  her  memory.  She  knew  its  worth.  ’ ’ 

In  order  to  move  it  into  the  attic  large  ropes  were  put 
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around  it  and  it  was  hoisted  in  its  entirety  from  the  ground. 
At  this  time  it  would  seem  probable  that  it  could  not  have 
been  known  that  there  was  a way  to  take  it  apart  nor  was  it 
known  to  later  generations  so  far  as  we  have  ever  heard  until 
Mr.  Clark,  a photographer  from  Boston,  came  to  my  house  to 
photograph  it.  When  in  order  to  move  it  from  one  side  of  the 
room  to  the  other,  he  discovered  that  this  could  be  done. 

Moses  Putnam  died  Sept.  10,  1860,  when  the  farm  came 
into  possession  of  his  son  Moses  W.  The  cupboard  remained 
in  the  attic  until  he  sold  the  house  and  farm  in  March,  1869, 
to  Henry  A.  White.  On  the  day  of  the  auction,  my  father, 
Deacon  Samuel  Page  Fowler,  who  was  brother-in-law  to 
Moses  W.,  thought  he  would  examine  the  contents  of  the  attic 
before  the  house  passed  out  of  the  possession  of  the  family. 
Even  at  that  early  date  he  was  an  enthusiastic  antiquarian 
as  his  very  interesting  articles  in  the  Essex  Institute  Histori- 
cal collections  and  many  other  communications  to  the  press 
amply  testify. 

We  can  judge  his  joy  and  surprise  when  he  discovered  this 
old  cupboard  snugly  ensconced  under  the  eaves.  He  saw  at  a 
glance  that  it  had  history  and  immediately  asked  Moses  if  he 
would  give  it  to  him.  He  readily  assented  and  before  the 
house  was  sold,  the  cupboard  had  been  moved  on  a large  ox 
•sled  attached  to  a good  yoke  of  oxen  and  on  this  bucolic  char- 
iot the  old  cupboard  was  drawn  in  state  from  Putnamville  to 
Danvers  Plains. 

To  Deacon  Fowler  and  to  Deacon  Fowler  alone,  is  due  the 
escape  of  this  piece  of  furniture  from  the  demolition  of  stran- 
gers, which  in  its  dilapidated  condition  it  would  probably 
have  been  split  intoi  fire  wood  for  its  new  owners. 

The  next  day  my  father  assembled  his  family  and  I shall 
never  forget  the  emotion  that  filled  the  breast  of  this  good 
man  as  he  gazed  upon  this  cupboard.  Lovingly  he  put  his 
hand  upon  it  and  turning  to  my  mother  said,  “The  poor  old 
thing!  How  awfully  it  has  been  abused!  But  it  has  found 
a good  home  now,  hasn’t  it,  wife?” 

My  father  had  even  more  Putnam  blood  in  his  veins  than 
had  my  mother,  Harriet,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Betsey 
(Putnam)  Putnam,  as  he  was  descended  in  six  ways  from 
John  Putnam,  the  Emigrant,  while  my  mother  was  descended 
in  three  ways.  He,  as  well  as  my  mother  was  descended  from 
Deacon  Benjamin  and  John  Putnam,  3d,  to  one  of  whom  the 
cupboard’s  ownership  can  be  traced. 

The  dilapidation  of  the  cupboard,  however,  was  only  super- 
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ficial  for  as  it  was  put  together  with  pegs  and  pegs  alone,  the 
structure  was  as  firm  and  intact  as  ever.  A modern  piece  of 
furniture  fastened  by  nails  and  glue  would  have  succumbed 
to  the  force  of  the  elements  during  its  six  or  seven  months 
of  exposure. 

It  was  very  much  bleached  and  weather  stained  and  some  of 
the  pieces  of  the  turned  wood  cut  in  halves  that  had  been 
fastened  to  the  drawers  were  missing  and  one  leg  was  gone. 
IVfy  father  immediately  employed  the  services  of  Hezekiah 
Dwinnel,  a universal  village  genius  and  a skilful  cabinet 
maker,  to  restore  the  cupboard  to  its  original  condition. 

This  was  faithfully  done  save  in  one  particular  and  that  was 
the  addition  of  the  black  ornaments  on  the  four  corners  which 
my  father  had  placed  there  and  which  Dr.  Lyon,  Eben  Putnam 
and  Mr.  Hunt  are  sure  could  not  have  been  in  the  original 
piece  of  furniture. 

I did  not  know  this  when  the  cupboard  was  photographed 
or  they  would  have  been  removed.  My  father  was  too  careful 
and  conscientious  an  antiquarian  to  add  anything  to  the  cup- 
board which  he  thought  did  not  belong  there ; no  doubt  he  had 
seen  similar  ornaments  on  old  clocks  and  chests  of  drawers 
and  thought  they  must  have  been  on  the  old  cupboard  origin- 
ally. (Ornaments  have  now  been  removed. — ED). 

My  father  sent  for  those  who  had  seen  the  cupboard  many 
years  ago  in  Stephen  Putnam,  Jr.’s,  attic  and  they  identified 
it  as  the  same.  My  mother  always  cherished  the  fondest 
affection  for  this  old  piece  of  furniture. 

A very  intelligent  painter,  a native  Englishman,  once  saw 
the  cupboard  and  said  that  he  had  seen  identical  pieces  of 
furniture  in  the  ‘‘big  houses  of  London”  and  that  they  were 
heirlooms  that  had  been  handed  down  from  distant  genera- 
tions. He  also  pointed  out  the  fact  that  the  wood  had  never 
been  filled  as  is  done  in  modern  furniture  and  also  that  the 
depression  painted  black  around  the  upper  part  of  it  had  been 
burnt  with  a red  hot  iron  showing  its  great  age. 

After  my  father’s  death  in  1888  the  cupboard  came  into  my 
possession  by  whom  it  was  given  to  the  Essex  Institute  in  the 
spring  of  1895.  It  caused  me  many  a pang  of  regret  to  part 
with  it  but  my  sorrow  was  assuaged  by  the  thought  it  would 
be  most  pleasing  to  my  father  as  he  was  one  of  the  12  original 
members  of  the  Essex  County  Natural  History  society  and  by 
its  union  afterwards  with  the  Essex  Historical  Society  formed 
the  Essex  Institute  and  concerning  which  he.  Prof.  Robinson 
remarks,  “had  done  so  much  to  foster  in  its  early  and  critical 
days.  ’ ’ 
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My  father  was  curator  of  the  above  society  and  of  the 
Institute  from  its  organization  till  1856.  He  was  a member 
of  the  committees  on  the  library  and  on  the  field  meetings 
from  1856  to  1871.  . . . He  was  a prolific  contributor  to  the 
Proceedings,  the  Historical  collections  and  the  Bulletins  of 
the  Institute. 

I was  also  moved  to  this  step  by  the  thought  that  its  security 
from  all  harm  would  be  assured  by  placing  it  in  the  fireproof 
department  of  this  institute,  a security  that  not  even  my  love 
and  devotion  for  it  could  obtain  in  my  own  home. 


Sonnet  to 

MY  OLD  PUTNAM'  CUPBOAED 

The  while,  with  breaking  heart  and  streaming  eyes, 

A longing,  a last  farewell  I breathed  to  thee, 

And  sent  thee  forth  forever  lost  to  me, 

My  father  smiled  upon  me  from  the  skies, 

'‘God’s  peace  which  by  thy  joy,  dear  child,  weep  not! 
Forgetful  all  of  self  this  deed  of  thine. 

For  my  dear  sake  is  surely  act  of  mine, 

A daughter ’s  love  by  God  is  ne  ’er  forgot. 

And  Hb,  who  in  His  Holy  Word  hath  kept 
The  memory  of  the  Father  fresh  and  green. 

Through  lapse  of  time  as  though  they  had  not  slept. 

Will  comfort  thee  with  blessings  yet  unseen,” 

And  so  within  my  breast  Thy  Holy  Dove 
Is  ever  singing  songs  of  heavenly  love. 

Apr.  28,  1900  Harriet  Putnam  Fowler  2d 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  BOSTON  FIRE 


From  Diary  of  Edwin  Mudoe 


Nov.  10,  1872.  Last  evening  between  half  past  eight  and 
nine  o’clock,  as  I was  coming  from  the  Factory  to  House  I 
saw  a very  bright  light  in  the  direction  of  Boston,  indicating 
a great  fire.  I did  not  think  it  could  be  so  far  away  as  Boston, 
as  the  blaze  could  be  seen  plainly,  although  it  was  a bright 
moon  light  night.  I looked  to  the  light  often  until  I retired 
and  got  up  at  half  past  twelve,  it  continued  about  the  same  all 
this  time.  I could  not  think  what  it  could  be  to  last  so  long. 
In  the  morning  there  was  a great  smoke  rising.  On  going  out 
I heard  a report  that  there  was  a great  fire  on  Federal  Street, 
Boston,  last  evening.  I had  no  fears  about  our  store  although 
it  was  only  a few  doors  from  Federal  Street,  as  Federal  Street 
is  quite  long. 

My  wife  remarked  to  me  that  she  supposed  I should  think 
it  all  fori  the  best  if  our  Store  was  burnt.  I said  yes,  as  I try 
to  think  that  every  thing  that  occurs  to  me  is  for  the  best,  if 
I am  not  to  blame  in  the  matter.  I went  to  church  with  my 
family  and  when  I got  there  Edward!  Hutchinson  told  me  that 
there  was  a very  great  fire  in  Boston,  that  our  Store  was  prob- 
ably burned,  and  he  thought  we  had  better  go  right  up  there. 
Alfred  Hutchinson  of  the  firm  of  Hyde,  Hutchinson  & Co., 
said  he  would  like  to  go  with  us,  as  his  Store  might  be  burned. 
We  came  home,  had  one  of  our  horses  harnessed  and  drove  to 
liynn.  At  Peabody  we  saw  a Sunday  Herald  which  gave  a long 
account  of  the  fire,  but  we  could  not  learn  from  it  whether 
either  Store  was  burned.  At  Lynn  we  saw  a man  who  had  been 
there,  he  said  Hyde,  Hutchinsoni  & Co.  Store  was  burned,  and 
all  of  High  St.,  which  would  include  ours.  As  our  horse  was 
sick  we  put  him  up  at  a Stable  hoping  a train  would  soon  leave 
for  Boston,  but  it  was  rumiored  that  the  authorities  of  Boston 
did  not  wish  to  have  a train  run,  as  Boston  would  be  crowded. 
We  did  not  suppose  we  could  get  any  one  to  take  us  to  Boston 
with  Horse  and  Carriage,  as  most  all  horses  are  sick,  but  we 
succeeded  in  getting  a good  Horse  and  Carryall  to  take  us  to 
Charlestown  Square  and  wait  to  bring  us  back  to  Lynn  when 
we  wished  to  come.  We  reached  Boston  between  two  and 
three,  we  learned  that  the  fire  was  under  control  by  the  latter 
part  of  the  forenoon.  We  went  directly  to  Mr.  Howard  Vi- 
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nals,  hoping  that  his  son  Henry  J.,  who  is  in  our  Store  as 
Sales  man,  had  saved  our  Books  and  perhaps  some  other 
things.  We  were  very  happy  to  find  that  what  we  had  hoped 
for  had  been  done.  Henry  does  not  usually  have  a door  or 
Safe  key,  but  as  our  bookkeeper,  John  W.  Parker  is  away  on  a 
vacation,  he  had  a Safe  key  and  yesterday  afternoon  (as) 
Geo.  Knight  who  usually  closes  the  Store,  wished  to  leave 
early  Henry  closed  the  Store. 

The  fire  broke  out  at  a quarter  past  seven  Saturday  evening, 
in  a large  Store  on  the  corner  of  Summer  and  Kingston 
Streets,  not  far  from  our  store.  Soon  after  the  fire  commenced 
Henry  with  several  young  men  went  to  our  Store  which  was 
in  a beautiful  Granite  Block  on  th.e  corner  of  Summer  and 
High  Streets,  called  Webster  Buildings,’’  then  went  out 
upon  the  roof  to  watch  the  fire,  after  a time  they  found  that 
the  fire  was  Spreading  so  rapidly  that  it  might  reach  our 
Store,  they  went  down  from  the  roof  and  packed  into  travell- 
ing trunks  some  sample  shoes  we  had  prepared  for  EdV^ard 
Hutchinson  and  Henry  to  take  West,  to  solicit  Orders.  They 
opened  the  Safe  and  took  out  the  most  important  books  and 
papers  and  put  them  in  a Yalise,  they  also  broke  the  locks 
to  a private  draw  of  mine  and  of  Edwards,  placing  the  draws 
with  their  icontents  in  a valise.  They  then  put  the  Sprinkler 
with  water  in  it  into  the  Safe  and  locked  it.  They  moved  the 
cases  of  Shoes  to  the  hoist  way  so  as  to  get  them  out  if  there 
was  an  opportunity  to  save  them : they  put  out  the  fire  several 
times  at  the  back  of  the  store.  It  caught  there  first.  When 
they  had  to  leave  they  took  their  trunks  and  valises  to  the 
United  States  Hotel.  But  as  the  occupants  of  the  Hotel  began 
to  pack  up,  fearing  that  would  be  burnt,  they  carried  the 
Books  and  Samples  to  a house  on  Harrison  Avenue,  and  the 
Valise  containing  our  private  draws  Henry  took  home  with 
him.  We  were  much  pleased  when  we  saw  the  contents  of 
Ithese  draws  all  Safe,  as  they  contained  isome  money  and 
United  States  Bonds  and  valuable  papers  to  us.  We  went 
from  Mr.  Yinals  to  the  burnt  district.  It  was  guarded  by 
Soldiers.  We  found  some  difficulty  in  getting  through  the 
lines  but  succeeded.  We  went  down  Washington  St.  to 
Franklin  St.  Washington  is  burnt  from  Summer  to  Milk 
on  the  lower  side. 

As  we  went  down  Franklin  St.  the  sight  was  one  of  the 
sadest  I ever  saw.  In  front  and  on  the  right  and  left,  for  a 
long  distance  it  was  all  a mass  of  smoking  ruin.  The  Granite 
posts  had  fallen  into  the  Street  completely  blocking  it  up  so 
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that  it  was  hard  to  clamber  over  the  broken  stones.  I did 
not  see  a stone  that  was  not'  broken  so  as  to  spoil  it  for  relay- 
ing. We  passed  through  Franklin  & Federal  to  our  Store 
on  High  Street.  The  ‘‘Webster  Buildings”  were  all  down 
but  the  walls  on  the  opposite  corner  of  Summer  and  High 
were  standing.  We  passed  through  High  to  Pearl  St.,  then 
down  Pearl  to  Milk  St.  where  was  the  store  of  Hyde,  Hutch- 
inson & Co.  Alfred  Hutchinson  who  was  with  us  was  quite 
anxious  to  learn  the  condition  of  the  brick  Vault  in  which 
they  kept  their  Books,  but  we  could  not  go  near  it.  We  passed 
up  Milk  St.  by  the  building  that  is  being  erected  for  a new 
Post  Office.  The  walls  are  up,  the  stones  on  the  lower  corner 
of  the  building  are  cracked  of(f)  so  as  to  spoil  them.  The 
building  being  fire  proof  stopped  the  flames  in  this  direction. 
Below  this,  building  the  fire  spread  almost  to  State  Street  and 
down  to  Kilby  and  Oliver  Streets  and  from  Oliver  Street  to 
Summer  Street,  burning  some  buildings  on  the  Streets  that 
lead  off  of  the  South  side  of  this  Street.  Most  all  of  the  large 
nice  Stores  are  burned  that  there  was  in  Boston.  Nearly 
every  Wholesale  dealer  and  Jobber  in  the  dry  goods.  Boot  and 
Shoe  and  Leather  trade  are  burnt  out,  also  the  Wool  dealers, 
many  Hardware  & Crockery  dealers  and  there  is  various  other 
kinds  of  business. 

We  returned  to  Mr.  Vinals  to  see  Henry,  as  he  was  out 
when  we  called,  but  had  not  come  in.  His  Brother  Arthur 
wasi  at  home  and  he  was  with  Henry  at  our  store  last  evening. 
So  we  learned  the  particulars  from  him.  We  came  back  to 
Charlestown  and  took  tea  at  the  Waverly  House.  We  left 
Charlestown  for  Lynn  at  six  o'clock.  As  we  came  through 
Chelsea  we  called  on  one  of  the  clerks  of  Hyde,  Hutchinson 
& Co.  that  lived  there.  Alfred  learned  by  him  that  their 
Bookkeeper  who  resides  at  Hyde  Park  walked  into  Boston 
last  evening  and  saved  their  Books,  but  their  Boots  and  Shoes 
were  all  burned.  We  paid  the  Stabler  at  Lynn  Eight  dollars 
for  one  ride  to  Charlestown  and  back  and  Horse  keeping.  We 
reached  home  about  half  past  nine  feeling  quite  thankful  that 
we  had  been  so  fortunate  today,  and  that  our  loss  by  the  fire 
was  no  worse  than  we  now  suppose  that  it  is.  Our  Boots  and 
Shoes  were  fully  insured,  although  some  of  the  Insurance  may 
not  be  good,  but  our  Stock  was  very  small  some  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  worth.  We  have  several  thousand  dollars  due  us 
from  those  that  are  burnt  out.  We  had  nice  office  furniture 
from  five  hundred  to  a thousand  dollars  not  insured. 


COLLINS  STREET  DEPOT 

The  following'  is  from  an  old  account  book  from  the  estate 
of  Sarah  Wilson  Mudge. 


Cbllins  St.  Depot  built  Dec.  1854  Shares  $5  00 
To  Cash  received  of 


F.  A.  & R.  Wilkins 

15.00 

James  C.  Braman 

20.00 

E.  & A.  Mudge 

20.00 

Otis  Mudge 

20.00 

G.  Bl  Martin 

10,00 

G.  W.  Fi^ench 

10.00 

A.  D.  Hyde 

10.00 

Philemon  Putnam 

5.00 

Israel  Adams 

5.00 

Jesse  Tapley 

8.00 

M.  P.  Braman 

3.00 

126.00 

By  Cash  Paid 

Patterson  & Hammond  as  per  contract  125.00 

Extra 

1.00 

126.00 

Repairs  on  Depot 

To  Cash  of 

E.  & A.  Mudge 

2.50 

Otis  Mudge 

2.50 

Edmund  Legro 

2.00 

A.  A.  Dempsey 

1.00 

Philemon  Putnam 

1.00 

Geo.  B.  Martin 

3.00 

G.  & A.  Howe 

1.00 

J.  P.  Hutchinson 

1.00 

Israel  Adams 

1.00 

Jesse  Tapley 

2.00 

Henry  Prentiss 

3.00 

F.  A.  & R.  Wilkins 

2.00 

James  Goodale 

3.00 

T.  E.  Smith 

2.50 
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By  Cash  Paid 

D.  Richards,  Lead  and  Oil  8.78 

J.  A.  Leavitt  for  Boards  etc  3.12 

James  Crowd  13.25 

Mr.  Batchelder,  mending  sashes  .62 

for  16  Squares  of  Glass  1.28 

for  Window  Sashes  & staples  .26 

for  Signal  Flag  .19 


27.50 


Coal  House  for  Cdllins  Street  Depot 
To  Cash  of 

James  C.  Braman  3.00 

T.  E.  Smith  1.00 

Henry  Prentiss  1.00 

John  Hook  Jr.  1.00 

P.  A.  Wilkins  1.00 

R.  Wilkins  1.00 

G.  B.  Martin  1.00 

Otis  Mudge  2.00 

El  & A.  Mudge  2.00 


13.00 

By  Cash  Paid  (Dec.  11,  1856) 

J.  A.  Leavitt  for  Stock  & Labor  14.85 

13.00 


Short  1.85 


Extension  of  Platform  Collins  St.  Depot 

By  Cash  Paid  to  Calvin  Putnam  for  Pb.  b.  & Joist  6.64 

J.  A.  Leavitt  for  Labor  1.30 
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JEREMY  HUTCHINSON  DIARY 


Copied  by  Florence  A.  Mudge 


Jeremy  Hutchinson^  (Ebenezer,^  Joseph,^  Joseph, ^ Rich- 
ard ^),  son,  of  Ebenezer  and  Hannah  (Southwick)  Hutchin- 
son was  bom  in  Danvers  June  29,  1738  and  died  there  April 
7,  1805.  He  married  April  11,  1760,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Asa  and  Sarah  (Putnam)  Putnam,  who  was  born 
Oct.  22,  1739  and  died  Oct.  1781. 

Jeremy  inherited  and  lived  upon  his  father’s  homestead 
'‘on  the  great  road”.  The  house,  still  standing,  now  num- 
bered 166  Centre  St.  at  the  corner  of  Newbury  St.,  is  owned 
by  C.  H.  Logan.  Sarah  Putnam  whom  he  married  lived  on 
the  opposite  corner  in  a house  built  by  her  father.  Deacon 
Asa,  early  in  the  18th  century.  This  house  was  taken  down 
a few  years  ago  by  Jasper  Marsh.  Dlescendants  of  Jeremy  & 
Sarah  are  still  living  in  this  neighborhood. 

The  diary  which  follows  is  now  owned  by  the  Library  of 
Pomona  College,  Claremont,  California.  It  was  preserved 
for  many  years  by  descendants  of  the  diarist  in  the  old  Upton- 
Hutchinson  house  on  Centre  St.  next  to  the  training  field. 
Since  its  initial  journey  to  California  some  thirty  years  ago 
it  has  been  returned  to  be  copied  and  has  thus  crossed  the 
country  three  times. 

On  its  last  leaf  is  written  “My  fathers  Memorandum  Book 
and  tour  to  Danville.  ’ ’ This  entry  presumably  was  made  by 
Joseph,  son  of  the  diarist,  who  lived  in  the  Upton-Hutchinson 
house. 

Danville,  Vt.  was  settled  in  1784  by  men  from  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Essex  County,  Mass.  Many  of  the  names  mentioned 
in  the  diary  will  be  recognized  as  those  of  Danvers  families. 

The  diary  is  mostly  an  account  of  Jeremy’s  “tour”  to  Dan- 
ville in  1793  to  visit  his  daughter  Sarah  who  with  her  husband 
Jethro  Russell  had  previously  left  Danvers  and  settled  in 
Danville,  a place  even  then  almost  a wilderness. 

Jeremy  was  at  this  time  55  years  old  and  it  appears  that 
he  made  this  trip  of  166  miles  by  walking.  He  took  6 days 
for  it  with  an  average  of  27  2/3  miles  a day.  On  the  return 
trip  7 days  were  spent  allowing  for  1 day  at  “Uncle  Herri- 
mans”  in  ‘ ‘ Hemsted.  ’ ’ Once  in  the  diary  it  is  stated — ‘ ‘ This 
day  I came  with  a Teem  that  brought  my  pack,”  etc. 
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In  this  same  connection,  it  is  a matter'  of  record  elsewhere 
that  Samuel  Miarsh  of  Danville,  Vt.  in  1815  ‘‘being  desirous 
of  preaching  the  Gospel,  left  home  for  Andover,  going  most 
of  the  way  on  foot,  a distance  of  160  miles.”  Again,  it  is 
known  that  Susannah  (Marsh)'  Pope,  wife  of  the  Joseph  Pope 
mentioned  in  this  diary  due  to  stressing  circumstances  in  the 
late  winter  of  1796  left  Dianvers  on  horse  back  and' travelled 
alone  to  her  home  in  Danville  arriving  there  in  perfect  health. 


1793  — 

Mjay  2 Left  Danvers  and  then  to  Middleton  — northerly 
Boxford,  Bradford,  haverhill,  plasto,  Ackison,  Hemsted, 
about  27  miles  being  to  the  westerly  of  north  about  7 or  8 
miles  to  True’s  Tavern  in  Hemsted  (N.  H.). 

May  3 Went  from  Hemsted  northerly  to  Chester,  Allens- 
town,  Pembrook,  over  the  fery  to  Concord.  Lodged  at 
Butters.  ^ Gained  about  8 miles  w^esterly,  31  in  going 

May  4 Went  from  Concord  into  Bosquin,  Salsbury,  An- 
dover, New  Chester  (Hill,  N.  H.  now)  to  Capt.  Feaver(?)  in 
New  Chester.  27  miles,  gained  to  the  westward  about  2 
miles. 

May  5 from  Capt.  Feaver  over  Chester  Mountain  to 
Bridgewater,  plymouth.  Camp  ton,  Kumney  to  Jones.  27  miles 
2 miles  gained  on  a westerly  course. 

May  6 Came  from  Jones  to  Wintworth,  Warren,  Pearmont, 
Haverhill  over  the  ferry  to  Newbury  (Vermont)  to  ColL. 
Thomas  Johnsons.  29  miles  - gained  20  miles  westerly. 

May  7 From  Newbury  Cohas  ^ - CblL  Johnsons,  Reygate, 
Barned,  No.  Peacham,  Dewes  Goer,^  Danville.  25  miles 
This  journey  is  166  miles  and  is  a northerly  Corse  soposed 
to  be  36  miles  to  the  West  of  North  which  makes  Danville  to 
lay  about  Norwest  and  be  North  from  Danvers 

May  8 fair  and  pleasant.  Jethro  ^ was  a harrowing  in  peas. 

May  9 fair  weather.  Jethro  harrowed  in  weat. 

1 The  Coos  meadows  along  the  Connecticut  River. 

2 Dewey’s  Gore  a tract  of  5310  acres  lying  between  Peacham 
and  Danville  chartered  to  Elijah  Dewey  in  1782. 

2 Jethro  Russell,  Jr.  born  in  Danvers  Sept.  16,  1764,  died  in 
Danville,  Vt.  April  11,  1833.  He  married  in  Danvers  Oct.  13, 
1788  Sarah  Hutchinson  born  in  Danvers  Feb.  12,  1762,  daughter 
of  the  diarist. 

4 Samuel  Butters  Inn. 
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May  10  Jethro  harrowed  in  weat.  It  was  a fair  day  and 
pleasant  but  there  was  so  much  smoak  that  it  stooped  the 
shadow  of  the  sun  by  the  middle  of  the  afternoon. 

May  11  Saturday,  fair  — the  air  smoaky.  Jethro  was 
harrowing  in  weat.  I went  to  Stephen  Russells  and  to  Sawyers. 
Jer.5  went  to  his  uncle  Eben^  after  a lofe  of  bread  and  Jer^ 
went  with  me  to  Sawyers  and  to  Stephen  Russells  with  me. 

May  12  was  Sabbath  Day  it  was  fair  weather  but  a very 
high  wind  in  the  forenoon  causing  it  to  be  very  smoaky  by 
reason  of  the  tiers.  This  day  I went  to  see  the  falls  in  Jos 
Brook®  wher  all  the'  water  that  runs  Draws  into  about  Eight 
feet  wide  and  is  a beautiful  place  for  a mill. 

May  13  was  fair  and  clear  but  a very  dtry  time.  I helped 
Jethro  pilling  ( ?)  Salle  had  a lame  back.  Eben’"  Russell  helpt 
about  pilling  (Brother  of  Jethro  Russell). 

May  14  was  fair  weather  while  towards  night  then  clouded 
up,  looks  Likely  for  a storm,  we  was  a pilling. 

May  15  Cleard  of  in  the  night.  Very  cold  all  day.  I 
helpt  pill  in  the  forenoon.  In  the  afternoon  went  to  Esq. 
Whittier  and  to  Peter  Blanchard  after  New  Paper. 

May  16  fair.  I went  up  to  Eben’^  Popes  and  went  to  see 
Sheldens  Lot.  Staid  at  E.  Popes  all  night. 

May  17  Cloudy  and  some  wet  I went  to  Joseph  Popes 
and  Marshes  and  (Gardners  and  so  home.  I had  forgot  to 
mention  15  day  at  night  was  a very  hard  frost  froze  ice  half 
an  inch  thick.  17  day  some  time  in  the  night  was  a thunder 
shower 

May  18  fair  andi  cool  air  Jethro  was  harrowing.  I went 
to  mill  and  Jer.  with  me. 

May  19  Sabbath  day  fair  weather  but  something  cold  for 
the  season. 

May  20  fair  dry  weather  warm  today.  I went  to  Stephen 
Russells  in  the  forenoon.  I picked  up  some  brush  and  burnt. 
Jethro  harrowed  for  Eben^.  Eben’^  went  after  the  cow  had 
been  gone  a day  or  two  found  her  that  night. 

May  2il  fair  and  dry  weather  yet,  we  was  a harrowing. 
I tended  the  harrow. 

May  22  dry  weather  yet,  finished  harrowing  in  weat  in  the 
forenoon,  planted  potatoes  in  the  afternoon.  I went  to  help 
carry  home  Hears  harrow. 

5 Jeremy  Russell  - born  Danvers  - Dec.  18-  1788  - grandson  of 
the  diarist. 

® Joe’s  Brook  — Danville,  Vt. 


COPIED  BY  FLORENCE  A.  MUDGE 


67 


May  23  very  cold  and  dry  for  the  season.  We  was  moving' 
ashes  in  the  forenoon.  Planted  potatoes  in  the  afternoon  — 
a hard  frost  that  night 

May  24  cold  dry  weather  helpt  about  covering  the  barn 
forenoon.  Afternoon  went  to  see  a lot  of  land  No.  59.  that 
night  was  a frost. 

May  25  A very  cool  morning.  I went  to  Peter  Blanchard 
to  see  Bigelow,  dry  weather  yet,  hall^  fencing  stuff  forenoon, 
hall^  dung  in  A noon. 

May  26  Sunday  — Cloudy  signs  of  rain 

May  27  Cloudy  and  but  little  rain.  We  hail‘d  dung  in  the 
forenoon.  Afternoon  was  a ploughing.  Went  to  Esq^'.  Whit- 
tiers  for  a plough. 

May  28  fair  weather,  dry  and  cool  for  the  season.  We 
finished  ploughing  in  the  forenoon,  planted  corn  in  the  after- 
noon. 

May  29  Election  day.  we  finished  planting  corn  — planted 
some  potatoes.  There  was  a frost  last  night  but  a fair  pleas- 
ant day,  dry  weather.  Eben^  Russell  cut  his  foot  bad. 

May  30  fair,  holds  dry  weather  yet,  I went  to  Training. 
Capt.  Magoon  Company  and  Capt.  Morrill’s  Company  of 
light  Infintry  met. 

May  31  Cloudy,,  some  rain  not  much,  we  sott  up  a Leach 
to  make  salts  of  lye. 

June  1 Cloudy,  some  wet.  I was  writing  a letter  to  send 
home. 

June  2 Sabbath  day,  cloudy  and  showery. 

June  3 fair  weather,  we  are  making  salts  of  lye  and  setting 
fence,  sow  pig^. 

June  4 We  was  laying  up  log  fence,  fair  pleasant  weather. 

June  5 fair  and  warm  I went  to  Esq’^.  Whittier’s  in  the 
morning  came  home  and  made  salts  of  lye.  Jethro  was  a 
spliting  posts  and  rails. 

June  6 We  set  some  fence  in  the  forenoon.  It  was  a 
cloudy  day.  Rained  some  in  the  afternoon,  we  was  a boiling 
salts  of  lye. 

June  7 I wrote  a deed.  Chamberlain  was  up,  stayed  all 
night.  I went  to  Abner  Morel’s  to  get  Esq’".  Whittier  to 
weight  the  acknowledgment  on  the  Deed.  Came  home  and 
v/ent  to  Levensworth  to  see  his  mill.  It  was  showery  in  the 
forenoon,  fair  in  the  afternoon. 

June  8 — fair  w^eather,  we  w^as  about  fences  in  the  forenoon. 
Afternoon  Jethro  went  to  Webbers  with  salts  of  lye. 

June  9 Sabbath  day,  cloudy  and  warm.  Cleared  off  before 
night. 
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June  10  A thunder  shower  early  in  the  morning  warm  and 
windy,  we  was  laying  log  fence. 

June  11  There  was  a shower  last  night  but  it  was  a very 
hot  day,  fair  weather,  we  was  hailing  logs  and  making  fence. 

June  12  fair  and  warm,  I was  twitchin  Logs.  Jethro  was 
splitting  posts  and  rales. 

June  13  Cloudy  and  warm,  a shower  in  the  forenoon.  I 
went  to  Pages  to  get  my  shoes  mended.  ^ A part  of  the  day  I 
was  hailing  rales.  Jethro  was  mortising  posts,  and  sharp 
rales. 

June  14  fair  w^eather  we  was  about Eben’'  helpt  in  the 

afternoon 

June  15  Fair  weather  we  was  making  log  fence.  Eben^ 
helpt  all  day  pretty  w^arm 

June  16  Sabbath  day  fair  weather,  I went  up  to  see  the  lot, 
Jethro  went  with  me. 

June  17  There  was  a shower  in  the  morning  and  held 
cloudy  a most  all  day.  I was  hoing  some  beans.  Jethro  was 
a spliting  rales.  Salle  went  to  Peter  Blanchards  with  yarn 
to  weave 

June  18  Set  some  fence  in  the  forenoon.  I went  to  Blanch- 
ards and  got  one  half  a point  of  rum.  Laid  up  some  log  fence 
before  the  house. 

June  19  Cloudy  and  warm,  we  was  weeding  corn. 

June  20.  There  came  up  a thunder  shower  before  day, 
there  was  a smart  shower  with  a good  deal  of  thunder  that 
morning  the  rain  held  while  noon  cleared  olf.  I went  up 
again  to  take  another  view  of  the  lot.  Jethro  and  Eben^  went 
with  me  and  liked  very  well 

June  21.  Left  Danville.  Cloudy  weather  began  to  rain 
about  2 of  the  clock  after  noon,  this  day  I came  to  Haverhill 
Cohas  (Coos).  Lodged  at  Byontons. 

June  22  foggy  in  the  morning  ...  8 oclock  then  fair  and 
clear.  I came  to  plymouth.  Lodged  at  Zech’^  Parker’s. 

June  23  fair,  warm  weather,  came  to  New  Andover  to  Lunts. 

June  24  fair  weather,  dry  and  warm  this  day  I came  to 
Pimbrook.  Lodged  at  Chickerens.  This  day  I came  with  a 
Teem  that  brought  my  pack  from  ColP  Websters'^  in  New 
Sailbury  to  Cbickerens. 

June  25  fair  and  warm  this  day  I came  to  Hemsted 
lodged  at  Trues.  It  began  to  rain  in  about  8 o’clock  in  the 
evening  rained  all  night. 

Col.  Ebenezer  Webster’s  Tavern,  Salisbury,  N.  H.  He  was 
father  of  Daniel  Webster. 
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June  26  A rainy  morning.  I came  down  to  uncle  Her- 
rimans  ^ held  up  raining  about  8 o 'clock.  I stay  at  Her- 
rimans  all  day. 

June  2i7  — fair  and  warm  I came  to  Danvers.  Lodged  at 
Brother  Browns.^ 

June  28  was  fair  weather  I went  to  Buxtons  and  to 
Eben’^.  (Probably  his  son  Ebenezer).  Came  and  lodged  at 
Eunices. 

June  29  fair  and  warm.  I staid  at  Buxtons  this  day.  I 
was  not  very  well. 

June  30  I was  down  to  Eben’'.  Sabbath  day  fair  and  warm. 

8 “Mehetabel  Putnam  (of  Salem)  and  Reuben  Herriman  of 
Haverhill,  N.  H.”  were  married  June  24,  1747.  The  old  Harriman 
farm  is  at  the  boundary  line  of  Atkinson  and  Hampstead,  N.  H. 

9 Joseph,  son  of  Eleazer  & Sarah  (Putnam)  Brown  married 
Bethiah  Hutchinson,  sister  of  the  diarist,  Nov.  26,  1751.  The 
site  of  their  hou^e  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  Newburyport  turn- 
pike near  the  house  of  the  late  Otis  Very. 


BUILDINGS  ERECTED  IN  DANVERS  IN  1939 

Henry  Tipert,  house,  Park  Street;  Charles  E.  Comer,  six 
houses,  Puritan  Road;  T.  Klemaszewski,  two  houses,  73  and  75 
Poplar  Street ; H*.  K.  Richardson,  barn  remodelled  into  house, 
Winthrop  Street;  James  W.  Seavey,  house,  74  Dayton  Street; 
Edward  J.  Mulry,  Jr.,  house,  134  Holten  Street ; Roy  R.  Brown 
house,  104  Pine  Street;  Colby  C.  Getchell,  house,  Hobart 
Street;  D.  Wayne  Woodman,  house,  Lindall  Street;  Frederick 
W.  Stockton,  five  houses,  11,  13,  15  Hood  Road,  99  and  101 
Elliott  Street;  Rodney  L.  Osgood,  house,  76  Dayton  Street; 
Grace  Farmer,  house,  16  Hood  Road;  Romeo  Soucy,  house, 
rear  90  Liberty  Street,  Thomas  Hennessy,  house,  Conant 
Street,  Henry  Bouchard,  bowling  alleys.  Water  Street;  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Skinner,  house,  91  Wenham  Street,  Frank  Page, 
house,  Wenham  St;  A.  N.  Parsons,  house,  94  Wenham  Street; 
Arthur  D'.  Stone,  house,  Burley  Street ; James  Curran,  house, 
Gould  Street;  Stafford  N.  Hennigar,  three  houses  72  and  76 
Conant  Street  and  Burley  Street. 

There  were  several  houses  moved  from  the  new  State  High- 
way area,  on  or  near  High  Street,  to  other  locations  in  town. 


RECORDS  OF  “THE  PRECINCT  OF  SALEM 
AND  BEVERLY,”  1713-1752 


{Continued  from  Vol.  27,  p.  90) 


[98]  June  21-1733  An  Aecompt  of  the  money  levy^  and 
asses^  on  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly 
for  the  year  1733  — being  two  lists  of  assesment  made  and 
Commited  to  the  Collectors  as  followeth  with  Warrents  to 
collect  the  same:,  viz  to  Collector  Fheeborn  Batch  the  Just 
sum  of  £84-2-11  and  to  Collector  Dan^^  Creecy  y®  sum  of 
£64-7-6  the  whole  sum  a Mounting  unto  £148-10-5  as  allso  an 
order  giuen  unto  mr  William  Trow  Treasurer  to  Demand  and 
jRec^®  of  the  aboue  said  Collectors  the  sums  as  is  aboue  Ex- 
pressed and  allso  to  pay  unto  the  Rever^^  mr  John  Chipman 
the  sumi  of  £140^0^0  and  the  Remainder  being  - £8^10®h5^  to 
Remain  in  the  Treasury  for  the  vse  of  said  Precinct  Dated 
June  y®  21-1733  — 

January  the  11^^  1733/34  An  order  giuen  to  mr  William 
Trow  Treasur  to  Demand  and  Recieue  of  mr  Robert  Dodge 
Treasurer  the  sum  of  three  pounds  in  part  of  what  was  do 
from  said  Treasurer  Dodge  and  allso  an  order  giuen  to  mr 
William  Trow  Treasurer  to  pay  unto  mr  Moses  Fluent  the 
sum.  of  Twenty  hue  shillings  to  gather  with  what  was  payed 
by  y®  clerk  — viz^ — £1-15®-0J  which  makes  up  y®  three  pounds 
to  the  aboue  sd  Fluent  for  y®  year  1732  — for  his  taking  care 
of  the  M'eeting  house  1732  what  the  Treasu^  Trow  Stands 
Indebted  to  y®  Pre®'^  is  - £148-l0®^5i‘^  to  Rec'^®  of  y®  two  Col- 
lectors and  three  pounds  Re®^  of  y®  Tea®®*  Robert  Dodge  — 
3-^0-0  Total  — 151-10-5 

March  y®  1-1733/34  Orders  drawn  to  y®  mr  William  Trow 
Trea®’'  to  pay  unto  m^  Moses  Fluent  for  his  taking  cair  of  & 
sweeping  y®  Meeting  Hous  in  y®  year  1733  y®  sum  of  £3-0-0 
and  allso  to  pay  or  allow  unto  mr  William  Trow  for  the 
Com'*^®®®!  Expene  in  y®  year  1733  y®  sum  of  2^1-9 

Warrent  [99]  These  are  to  warn  and  giue  Notice  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Pre®'^  of  Salem  and  Beverly  that  they 
assemble  themjselues  and  meet  to  gather  at  the  Publick  Meet- 
ing house  in  said  Pre®^  on  Friday  the  first  day  of  Mkrch  Next 
Ensuing  the  date  here  of  at  twelue  of  the  clock  on  said  day 
then  and  their  to  make  Choice  of  Some  Sutable  persons  for  a 
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Oomt«e  to  manage  the  prudential  affairs  of  said  Pre""^  and 
allso  to  make  Choice  of  a Clerk  and  Assessors  and  Collectors 
and  a Treasuer  all  for  the  year  Ensuing,  and  to  make  Some 
addition  to  m^  Ohipmans  Stated  Sallery  of  Eighty  pounds, 
and  allso  to  take  some  further  care  of  the  fence  about  the 
Parrish  land,  and  allso  to  Raise  mbney  if  they  see  cause,  to 
pay  for  the  land  that  the  present  com^eie:  desired  to  treet 

with  m^'  Jonathan  Batchelder  and  others  Concerning,  which 
land  lyeth  adjoyning  to  the  burying  place  in  said  Pre^S  and 
allso  to  consider  of  a Request  of  mr  Daniell  Creecy  concerning 
some  money  which  he  saith  he  accidentally  hath  lost  which 
money  he  had  Collected  or  gathered  for  the  said  Pre^^  Dated 
at  the  Pre^'^  of  Salem  and  Beverly  this  fifteenth  day  of  Feb- 

rua*'^  - Anno  - Dbminy -1733/34  P’"  order  of  the  Oom^®®^ 

Joshua  Dodge  Pre®^  Clerk 

These  are  to  warne  and  Giue  Notis  to  Inhabitants  of  the 
Prececinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly  that  they  assemble  them 
selves  & meet  togather  at  the  publick  meeting  house  in  said 
precinct  on  thus  day  y®  fourteenth  Day  of  March  Instant  at 
three  of  y®  clock  in  the  after  Noone  then  and  their  to  Choose 
Collectors  for  sd  parrish  for  y®  year  Ensuing  In  asmuch  as  the 
Collectors  that  were  Chosen  at  our  Last  annual  meeting  haue 
Refused  and  neglected  to  take  the  Oath  and  allso  To  consider 
what  is  proper  to  be  Done  Relating  to  their  neglect  allso  to 
Consider  of  some  proper  measures  for  the  making  and  Re- 
paiering  of  that  part  of  fence  about  y®'  precincts  Land  which 
belonged  to  Seuerall  persons  to  haue  made:  which  persons 
are  now  Remouedi  and  Gone  from  us  and  allso  to  Take  Some 
Care  for  the  Repaiering  of  y®  meeting  house,  pfr  order  of  y® 
Com^®'®  Dated  at  the  precinct  of  Salem  & Beverly  March  y® 
9th  =,  17331/4 

Josiah  Batchelder  prec^'^®  Clerk 

[100]  At  a Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Pre®'^  of 
Salem  and  Beverly  Regularly  warned  and  assembled  on  the 
first  day  of  Mlarch  — 1733/4  and  m’^  Jonathan  Dodge  was 
Chosen  Moderator  of  sd  Meeting  & mr  Josiah  Batchelder  mr 
John  Balch  & m^  John  Conant  were  Chosen  a Com^®®  to  man- 
age the  prudential  affairs  of  sd  Pre®'^  & Josiah  Batchelder 
was  then  Chosen  Clerk  at  the  same  Meeting  the  afore  sd 
Com^®®  were  Chosen  assessors  and  at  the  same  Meeting  m^ 
John  Rea  was  Chosen  Colector  for  Salem  part  & m^  Frances 
Dodge  was  the  Chosen  Collector  for  Beverly  part  of  sd  Pre®'^ 
and  m*"  Josiah  Woodbery  was  then  Chosen  Treasurer  for  sd 
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Pj.eot  all  for  the  year  Ensuing  and  at  the  same  Meeting  it 
was  voted  to  make  an  addition  of  Seventy  pounds  in  bills  of 
Cre^^  to  m^  Chipmans  Stated  Sallery  of  Eighty  pounds  for 
th,e  year  Ensuing  allso  voted  to  leave  it  with  the  present 
Com^®e  to  Enquire  who  have  Neglected  to  do  their  parts  of 
fence  about  the  Parrish  land  and  to  see  sd  fence  Kepaired  or 
mended  so  that  the  Revr^^<^  m^  Chipman  may  have  the  better 
Improument  ' 

At  a meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Salem 
& Beverly  Regularly  warned  and  assembled  on  the  14^nth 
of  March  anno  : 1733/4  mr  Jonathan  Dodge  was  voated  & 
Chosen  Moderator  of  sd  meeting  : at  which  meeting  william 
Porter  was  Chosen  a,  Collector  In  sd  parrish  and  Robert 
Dodge  was  Chosen  a Collector  and  accepted  to  serve  In  ye 
Roome  of  francos  Dodge  for  the  year  Ensuing  allso  voated 
that  the  Present  Com‘^®®  Take  Oare  of  and  Repaier  the  meet- 
ing house  as  ocasion  Serveth  and  allso  that  ye  Said  Com^®® 
take  care  to  Repaier  ye  fence  about  ye  precincts  Land  for  this 
present  year 

(The  pages  in  the  record  book  are  not  numbered  beyond  100) 

March  ye  25  = 1733/4  the  following  accompt  was  Given 
unto  mr  Josiah  woodbery  Treasurer  which  he  was  to  call  for 
and  Receive  Into  the  Treasury  viz  of  Dan^^  Creesey  Collector 
twenty  Six  pound  fifteen  Shillings  & Eight  pence  of  Collector 
freeborn  Balch  the  Sum  of  thirty  one  Pound  three  shillings 
& nine  pence  the  whole  Sum  57-49-5  and  at  ye  same  time  ye 
said  Treasurer  was  ordered  To'  pay  To  the  Reuer’^^^  mr  John 
Chipman  55^19-6  out  of  ye  aforsd  Sum 

ye  Receipt  from  mr  Josiah  woodbery  Treasurer  To  mr 
freeborne  Balch  Collector  In  ye  year  1733  bearing  Date  Sep- 
tember ye  24^  1734  amounting  To  thirty  one  pound  three 
shillings  and  nine  pence  which  Togeather  with  fifty  two 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  & two  pence  payd  to  mr  william 
Trow  Treasurer  Is  In  full  of  y®  whole  of  his  Collections 

September  the  24^^  1734  then  the  Com^®®  allowed  To  Col- 
lector freeborne  Balch  Collector  for  y®  year  1733  Ten  shil- 
lings for  his  Service  In  Collecting  and  six  pence  allowed  him 
which  was  over  Cast  In  his  List  : and  two  shillings  which 
he  had  paid  to  mr  Joshua  Dodge  : which  makes  twelve  shil- 
lings and  Six  pence  which  mr  Josiah  woodbery  Treasurer 
was  then  ordered  to  pay  to  y®  said  Balch 

July  y®  4^^  1734  an  order  Given  to  mr  william  Trow  Treas- 
urer To  pay  to  mr  Benj^^  Rutland  one  pound  four  shillings 
& six  pence  : for  mending  our  meeting  house  glass 
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Whearas  at  a Reck^^  with  Robert  Dodge  Tre®!^  on  y®  9^^ 
of  Nouem^*'  1732  there  was  then  do  to  the  Pre^'^  on  ballen®  of 
Accompts  the  sum  of  4r-14-0  but  sine  their  being  ord^  to  sd 
Ih-eas^  to  pay  unto  William  Trow  y®  sum  of  3-^0‘-0 
and  at  a Reckining  with  mf  Jonathan  Dodge  Trea®’^  on  y® 
20^^  day  of  June  1733  y®  whole  list  being  £84r-4r-4  for  m^ 
James  Mieachems  for  y®  year  1732  then  Re®<^  by  m^  Chipm”^ 
Recpit  |3y  ord’^®  and  abat^®  and  10®  allowed  to  sd  Colltor 
for  his  Seruice  y®  sum  of  83-14r-7 

and  June  y®  29  — 1733  — Reck’^®^  with  y®  above  sd  Treas’' 
Dodge  for  m^  John  Batcheld’^  Jun’™  list  for  y®  year  1732  — 
the  whole  sum  being  £62-19^  then  Re®^  by  m’^  Chipmans 
Re®P'^  and  by  ord^®  and  abatments  allow<^,  & 10^  allow^  for  sd 
ColP^  Seruice  the  sum  of  62^-l-8  So  that  there  yet  Remains 
do  to  y®  Pre®^  In  y®  hand  of  Robert  Dodge  Treasu®  y®  sum  of 
1-14^0  In  y®  hand  of  Jonathan  Dodge  Treasu^'  y®  sum  of 
0-9-0  In  y®  hand  of  John  Batchelder  Jun®  Colle®®’^  y®  sum 
of  0^17-^4  In  ye  hand  of  William  Trow  Treasu®  more  then 
what  does  answer  y®  orders  drawn  to  him  to  pay  in  year  1733 
y®  sum  of 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Salem 
and  Beuerly  Regularly  warned  and  assembled  on  the  12^*^  of 
July  1734  mr  Andrew  Dodge  was  Chosen  Moderator  of  Said 
meeting  : at  y®  same  meeting  M’’  abraham  Browm  was  then 
accepted  of  to  Serue  as  Col  lector  for  Said  Pre®'^  in  the  Roome 
of  M^  william  Porter  for  the  present  year:  & me  Joshua 

Dodge  was  then  chosen  Clerk  for  sd  meeting 

august  y®  10'^^^  1734  An  accompt  of  the  money  assessed 
vpon  the  Inhabitants  and  Estates  belonging  to  y®  precinct 
of  Salem  and  Beverly  for  the  year  1734  as  by  y®  Lists  made 
and  Commited  to  y®  Collectors  with  warrents  To  Collect  y® 
Same  viz  To  Collector  Robert  Dodge  y®  sum  of  92-5-1  To 
Collector  Abraham  Brown  y®  sum  of  70-4-8  The  whole 
amounting  to  162-9-9  To  be  paid  in  unto  mr  Josiah  wood- 
bery  Treasurer  of  said  precinct  y®  one  half  by  y®  Last  of 
august  Instant  and  an  accompt  of  y®  whole  sum  to  be  paid  in 
& made  vp  with  y®  Said  Treasurer  his  order  or  Successor 
In  y®  same  place  & office  at  or  be  fore  y®  first  Diay  of  Miarch 
next  ensuing  y®  Date  here  of  and  an  order  Given  To  y®  aforsd 
Treasurer  To  Demand  and  Receive  y®'  aforesd  sums  and  allso 
To  pay  vuto  y®  Reuernd  mr  John  Chipman  y®  sum  of  one 
Hundred  and  fifty  pounds  and  the  Remainder  being  twelve 
pound  nine  shillings  & nine  pence  To  Remain  In  your  hands 
vntill  further  order 
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September  24^  1734  then  the  Reckoned  with  mr 

william  Trow  Treasurer  of  said  Precinct  on  accompt  of  what 
he  Receiued  & paid  out  on  the  precincts  accompt  viz  to  what 
he  Receiued  of  y®  Collectors  viz  mr  freeborn  Balch  and  mr 
Dan’^  Creesey  Collectors  for  y®  year  1733  y®  Sum  or  Ninety 
pounds  Eleuen  shillings  & Receiued  of  mr  Robert  Dodge  a 
former  Treasurer  y®  sum.  of  three  pounds  — paid  out  by  mr 
ChipmarLS  Receipts  84-CP6  by  mr  flewants  Receipts  4-5-0  by 
abatements  1-5-6  by  his  own  order  2-1-9  by  and  order  ans- 
wered to  mr  Rutland  for  mending  the  meeting  house  Class 
1-4-6  by  an  order  answered  to  mr  benjamin  Creecy  for  Re- 
paiering  y®  meeting  house  0^13-9  which  makes  an  Even  Bal- 
lance  between  y®  Treasurer  and  Said  precinct 

March  y®  14  1734/5  The  following  orders  were  Given 

to  Collector  Roibbrt  Dodge  viz  To  pay  to  y®  widow  Lydia 
Dodge  Eight  shillings  and  four  pence  and  to  pay  to  mr  an- 
drew  Dodge  two  shillings  and  six  pence  and  to  pay  to  Phillip 
Sprigs  eight  shillings  and  four  pence  and  an  order  Given  to 
Collector  abraham  Brown  to  pay  to  william  Porter  Jun^ 
three  shillings  March  y®  9^^  1730/1  Collector  abraham  Browns 
ordier  to  pay  to  or  allow  to  y®  widow  Mary  Raymond  6®/10^ 
which  is  abated  to  her  and  all  so  haue  allowd  to  mr  Robert 
Dodge  Collector  on  his  List  nine  shillings  and  four  pence  on 
accompt  of  Josiah  wallises  Rate  and  allso  Eight  shillings  and 
ten  pence  on  accompt  of  Josiah  Trows  Rate  who  are  both 
Remoued  from  us  and  Lost 

august  y®  24^^  1736  Collector  abraham  Brown  is  ordered 
to  pay  by  way  of  abatement  to  william  andrew  — 

March  y®  19'^^  1734/5  and  order  Giuen  to  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  to  Mir  william  Trow  two  pounds  and  seuen  shillings  & four 
pence  Due  for  y®  Com'^®®*®  Expences  while  on  ye  precincts 
busines  in  ye  year  1734=2^7-4 

May  y®  12ti»  ][735  order  Giuen  to  mr  Joseph  Creesy 
Treasure  To  pay  to  mr  Moses  Flewant  three  pound  for  his 
Seruice  In  takeing  Care  of  and  Sweeping  y®  meeting  house 
in  y®  year  1734  — " 3-0-0 

august  y®  25^^^  1736  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  is  ordered  to 
allow  or  pay  by  way  of  abatement  to  Cbllector  abraham  Brown 
nine  shillings  and  four  pence  abated  on  his  List  for  anno 
1734  on  account  of  william  andrews  head 

December  y®  18  — 1738  and  order  Giuen  to  mr  Joseph  Cre- 
sey, Trreasurer  To  pay  to  Beniamin  Cresey  nine  shillings 
Due  to  him  for  his  mending  the  Meeting  house  windows  and 
his  finding  nails  and  Hapses  In  the  year  1737  — 
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February  y®  21  : 1738/9  y«  haue  all  [owed]  to  Col- 

lector abraham  Brown  for  his  Seruice  In  Collecting  his  List 
10®  and  at  y®  same  time  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  ordered  to 
allow  or  Discount  y®  Same  with  y®  sd  Collector — 

A Warrant  for  March  meeting — 1734/35 
These  are  to  warne  and  Giue  Notis  To  the  Inhabitants  of 
The  Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly  that  they  assemble  them 
Selues  and  Meet  to  geather  at  the  Publick  meeting  house  in 
said  Precinct  on  wensday  the  nineteenth  Day  of  march  In- 
stant at  twelue  of  the  Clock  on  Said  Day  then  and  there  to 
make  Choice  of  Some  Suteable  persons  for  a Comt^®  to  man- 
nage  the  Prudentiall  aifaiers  of  Said  Precinct  for  the  year 
Ensuing — and  allso  to  Choose  a Clerk  assessors  a Treasurer 
& Colleeto;rs  all  for  the  year  Ensuing  and  allso  To  make 
some  addition  for  the  year  Ensuing  To  Mr  Chipmans  Sallarie 
of  Eighty  pounds  allso  to  Consider  y®  Scircumstances  of 
Mr  John  Herrick  of  wenham  who  haueing  Lands  Lying  with- 
in this  Parrish  for  which  he  hath  been  Rated  In  years  past 
and  Now  Refuseth  to  pay  for  the  Same  and  Saith  it  ought  to 
be  abated  for  Reson  that  the  Said  Land  Doth  not  Lye  within 
ye  Limmits  of  this  Parrish  and  the  assessors  not  being  well 
Knowdng  in  that  affaier  haue  Referred  the  Same  to  this 
meeting  : and  allso  To  Consider  of  Some  way  for  to  make 
vp  the  fence  about  y®  parrish  Land  Dated  at  the  precinct 
of  Salem  & Beverly  March  y®  14:^  1734/35  By  order  of 
The  Comt®e 

Josiah  Batchelder  parrish  Clerk 

The  meeting 

At  a meeting  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Salem  & 
Beverly  Regularly  warned  and  assembled  on  the  Nineteenth 
Day  of  Miarch  1734/35  Mr  John  Balch  Junr  was  Chosen 
Moderator  of  sd  M^geting  at  which  meeting  Mr  Jonathan 
Dodge  Sen"*  M}r  John  Conant  and  Josiah  Batchelder  were 
Chosen  a Com^®®  To  Mannage  y®  prudentiall  affaiers  of  said 
precinct  and  Josiah  Batchelder  was  Chosen  Clerk  and  the 
aboue  named  Commetiee  were  Chosen  assessors  and  Mr  Joseph 
Creesey  was  Chosen  Treasurer  and  Mr  Beniamin  Brown  and 
Lifent  >jathaniel  Raymond  were  Chosen  Collectors:  all  for 
the  year  Elisuing  and  at  the  Same  meeting  voated  to  make 
addition  of  Eighty  pounds  In  Bills  of  Creditt  to  mr  Chip- 
mans  Stated  Sallarie  of  Eighty  pounds:  for  the  year  Ensu- 
ing — Likewise  voated  and  made  Choice  of  mr  andrew  Dodge 
mr  John  Leech  And  Josiah  Batchelder  to  be  Com^®  To 
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Treate  with  mr  John  Herrick  of  wenham  and  make  Enquiery 
Into  ye  Scircumstances  of  that  affaier  Respecting  the  Land 
for  which  he  is  Rated  to  this  parrish  and  to  nmke  Report  at 
our  next  meeting  allso  voated  that  y®  present  Commetie  for 
iManageing  y^  ptrudentialls  of  sd  parrish  Take  Care  to  Re- 
paier  and  make  vp  y^  fence  about  y®'  parrish  Land  at  y®  Cast 
& charge  of  y®  parrish 

Warrant  Where  as  at  our  annual  Meeting  In  March  Last 
Past  Lift”'^  Nathaniel  Raymond  Being  Chosen  one  of  the 
Collectors  for  the  year  Ensuing  Doth  Refuse  to  Serue  or  to 
take  the  oath  Respecting  that  office  Wherefore  thesse  are  to 
warne  and  Giue  Notis  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of 
Salem  and  Beverly  that  they  assemble  them  Seines  and  meet 
Togather  at  the  Publick  meeting  house  In  said  Precinct  on 
fry  day  ye  13i^^  of  June  Instant  at  5 of  the  Clock  In  the  after 
noone  then  and  their  to  Choose  a Collector  to  Serue  the  Pre- 
cinct thisi  present  year  and  allso  To  Consider  that  in  as 
much  there  are  Lands  Rated  here : the  owners  there  of  Not 
Liueing  In  this  pTecinct  haue  and  still  Do  Refuse  to  pay 
Rates  for  y®'  same ; which)  hath  been  uery  hurtfull  to  Seuerall 
Collectors  In  makeing  vp  their  Collections  they  being  Dis- 
coraged  from  Etntering  Into  the  Law  with  them ; the  sums 
being  small  and  is  Seuerall  persons  hands  on  which  Consider- 
ations to  see  if!  the  Precinct  will  take  the  Care  and  Charge  of 
that  Matter  and  Guide  and  Direct  y®  Collectors  In  to  sutable 
Measures  for  the  Recouery  of  y®  Same;  as  allso  to  consder 
whither  it  be  not  Necessary  to  procure  a book  for  the  Treas- 
urer and  to  procure  one  In  Case  Dated  June  y®  7^^  1735 
pr  order  of  y®  Com'^®® 

Josiah  Batchelder  precinct  Clerk 

At  a meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  precinct  of  Salem 
& Beverly  Regularly  warned  and  assembled  on  the  13'^  of 
June  1735  Ens’^  John  Balch  was  voated  and  Chosen  Moder- 
ator of  sd  Meeting : at  Said  meeting  voated  that  Mark  Dodge 
Be  a Collector  for  the  present  year  allso  on  Consideration 
that  Seuerall  persons  who  haue  Land  Lying  In  this  parrish 
& they  them  seines  not  Liueing  within  y®  parrish  Do  Refuse 
to  pay  Rates  for  y®  same  which  hath  Caused  Seuerall  of  our 
collectors  to  be  behind  in  Making  vp  their  Collections:  where 
fore  voated  that  in  Case  the  Collectors  IM'ust  take  y®  Steps 
of  y®  Law  in  that  Case  prouided  for  y®  Reouery  of  Such  Rates 
that  y®  precinct  will  astist  and  Direct  them  In  that  affaier 
and  pay  y®  Charge  that  shall  Necessaryly  fall  vpon  Such 
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Collector  or  Collectors  In  such  tryall  they  prosceed  in  ac- 
cording to  y®  parrishes  Instructions:  allso  voated  y'^  the 
present  Com'*^®  for  Mannageing  y®  prudentiall  affaiers  of 
said  precinct  be  appointed  and  Desired  to  assist  and  Direct 
said  Collectors  their  in 

May  y®  12:^^  1735  An  order  Given  to  Mr  Joseph  Cresey 
Treasurer  To  Call  for  and  K-eceiue  into  y®  Treasury  y®  fol- 
lowing Sums  viz  of  Robert  Dodge  Collector  for  anno  1734  y® 
Sum  of  twenty  nine  pound  five  shillings  & nine  pence  and 
the  sum  of  twenty  four  pounds  Eleuen  shillings  & Bleuen 
pence  of  Abraham  Browne  Collector  for  y®  same  year 

and  an  order  Giuen  to  y®  said  Treasurer  at  y®  same  time  to 
pay  to  the  Reuerend  Mr  John  Cjhipman  y®  sum  of  forty  one 
pound  iseuen  shillings  & Eleuen  pence  to  make  vp  his  Sallerie 
for  y®  year  1734  and  the  Remainder  being  Twelue  pound  nine 
shillings  & nine  pence  to  Remain  In  the  Treasurey  untill 
further  order 

Beniamin  Creseys  account  of  fifteen  shillings  and  three 
pence  for  his  Repaiering  the  meeting  house  In  y®  year  1734 
allow‘d  1734  an  order  Giuen  to  mr  Joseph  Cresey  To  pay  to 
Beniamin  Ck’esey  the  said  15®/3i<^  Due  to  him  for  that  Seruice 

July  y®  24^  1735  An  accompt  of  the  Money  assessed  vpon 
the  Inhabitants  & Estates  Lying  within  and  Belonging  to  the 
Precinct  of  Salem  & Beuerly  for  the  year  1735  as  By  the  Lists 
Made  and  Commited  To  the  Collectors  with  warrants  to  Col- 
lect the  same  which  is  as  followeth  viz  To  Collector  Mark 
Dodges  List  y®  Sum  of  £97-4®^^  To  Collector  Beniamin 
Browns  List  y®  sum  of  74-5-7  The  whole  Sum  amounting  to 
171-9-11  To  be  paid  In  vnto  mr  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  of 
Said  Precinct  as  by  their  warrants  Directed  the  one  half 
To  be  paid  in  by  Last  Day  of  august  next  after  y®  Date  here 
of  and  the  v/hole  Sum  amounting  to  one  Hundred  Seuenty 
one  pound  nine  shillings  and  Eleuen  Pence  to  be  paid  In  and 
accompted  for  with  y®  said  Treasurer  his  order  or  sucsessor 
In  the  Same  place  and  office  by  the  first  Day  of  march  next 
Ensuing  y®  Date  here  of 

An  accompt  Given  to  the  aforsd  Treasurer  of  y®  sums  in 
y®  aforsd  Collectors  List  and  by  his  order  to  Demand  and 
'Receiue  the  Same ; and  to  be  accountable  to  y®  precinct  there 
for  and  his  order  to  pay  to  y®  Reuerend  mr  John  Chipman  = 
the  sum  of  one  Hundred  and  sixty  pounds!  out  of  the  aforsd 
sum  and  the  Remainder  being  Eleuen  pounds  nine  shillings 
& Eleuen  pence  To  Remain  In  y®  Treasury  vntill  further  order 
Dated  July  y®  24-1735 
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February  y®  23^  1735/6  y®  following  orders  were  Giuen 
to  Collector  Beniamin  Brown  to  pay  the  following  sums  viz 
To  pay  to  John  Brown  Eight  shillings  & ten  pence  To  pay 
to  Gideon  Rea  Eight  shillings  & ten  pence  To  pay  to  Elizer 
Grounde  Eight  shillings  & ten  pence  To  pay  to  Daniel  Creesy 
four  shillings  To  pay  to,  Edward  Trask  Eight  shillings  & 
ten  pence 

august  y®  25^  1736  To  pay  to  Sam^^  Deech  by  way  of 
abatement  made  on  Jonathan  Raymonds  Land  0-6-5  and  at 
the  Same  time  an  order  Given  to  Collector  mark  Dodge  To 
pay  to  Edward  Dodge  live  shillings  and  ten  pence  and  allso 
to  pay  to  william  peart  three  shillings 

March  y«  1-1737/8  mark  Dodges  order  to  pay  D/2^  to 
mathew  Coy  which  he  is  abated  and  at  the  same  time  haue 
allowed  y®  sd  Collector  Dodge  ten  shillings  for  his  Seruice 
and  Joseph  Cresy  Treasurer  ordered  to  pay  the  Same 

february  y^  23^^  1735/6  and  order  Giuen  to  Mk  Joseph  Cre- 
sey  Treasurer  To  Call  for  and  Receiue  in  to  y®'  Treasurey  for 
y®  precincts  use  y®  following  sums  viz  of  Nehemiah  Hayward 
Collector  for  ye  year  1724  y®  sum  of  two  pound  four  shillings 
& sixpence  which  he  is  behind  of  his  collections  and  allso  the 
Sum  of  one  pound  & Nineteen  shillings  of  Thomas  Preston 
Collector  for  the  year  1726  which  sum  he  is  behind  of  his 
Collections  and  to  pay  out  y®  Said  sums  as  he  shall  Receiue 
orders  from  y®  Com^‘®®  so  to  Doe 

March  y®  10'^^  1735/6  I\hr  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  was 
ordered  To  pay  the  following  sums  viz  To  Mr  moses  flewant 
three  pounds  for  Takeing  Care  of  y®  m.eeting  hous  in  anno 
1735  and  allso  to  pay  to  mr  william  Trow  two  pounds  and 
thirteen  shillings  Due  for  y®  Cbm'^®^  Expence  while  on  ye 
precincts  in  y®  Same  year  17315  — 

august  y®  25i^^  1736  Mr  Joseph  Cresey  ordered  to  pay  to  or 
Discount  with  Collector  Mark  Dodge  nine  shillings  and  six 
pence  on  accompt  of  Josiah  Batches  Rate  which  is  abated 
March  y®  10^^  1735/6  an  order  Giuen  to  mr  Joseph  Cresey 
Treasurer  to  pay  To  Josiah  Batchelder  l®/6<^  for  Taking  an 
extract  of  y®  Line  between  Salem  and  wenham  out  of  Salem 
Town  Record  & l®/4^  for  paper  for  y®  precincts  use 

March  y®  9^^  y®  following  orders  were  giuen  to  ^Ir  Joseph 
Cresey  Treasurer  to  pay  ; y®  following  sums  To  pay  to  mr 
Moses  Flewant  three  pound  for  his  Taking  Care  of  meeting 
in  y®  year  1736  and  allso  to  pay  to  william  Trow  two  pound 
and  six  shillings  Due  for  y®  Commeties  Expence  while  they 
were  on  y®  precincts  busines  In  y®  year  1736 
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Warrant  These  are  to  warne  and  Giue  Notis  to  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Precinct  of  Salem  & Beuerly  that  they  assem- 
ble them  seines  & Meet  to^^eather  at  the  Publick  meeting  house 
in  Said  precinct  on  wensday  the  tenth  Day  of  M?arch  Currant 
at  one  of  the  Clock  in  the  after  Noone  then  and  there  to  Make 
Choice  of  Some  Suteable  persons  for  a Commetie  to  mannage 
the  affaiers  of  Said  Precinct  for  the  year  Ensuing  and  to 
Choose  a Clerk  assessors  a Treasurer  and  Collectors  all  for 
the  year  Ensuing  allso  to  make  some  addition  To  Mr  Chip- 
mjans  Stated  Sallerie  of  Eighty  pounds  a year  for  his  support 
this  present,  year  and  where  as  there  hath  been  a miss  vnder 
standing  by  Some  as  to  the  bounds  between  wenham  and  this 
parrish  to  take  Some  proper  ]\Ieasures  for  the  settlement 
thereof  for  the  future  Dlated  at  the  precinct  of  Salem  and 
Beuerly  March  y«  3*^  1735/6  order  of  the  Commetie 

Josiah  Batchelder  prec^^®  Clerk 

At  a meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Salem 
and  Beuerly  being  Regularly  warned  and  assembled  on  the 
tenth  Day  of  Miarch  1735/6  Mr  John  Balch  Juner  Voated  and 
Chosen  Moderator  of  Said  Meeting  Voated  that  Cap^  Eben- 
ezer  Raymond  Josiah  Batchelder  & Daniel  Conant  be  a com- 
mitie  for  to  mannage  the  prudential  atfaiers  of  Said  precinct 
for  ye  year  Ensuing  voated  that  the  aboue  Named  Commitie 
be  assessors  for  y®  year  Ensuing  voated  that  Mr  Joseph 
Cresey  be  Treasurer  and  that  mr  Josiah  Trask  be  Collector 
for  Salem  part  of  sd  precinct  and  that  mr  Joshua  Dodge  be 
Collector  for  Beuerly  part  of  sd  precinct  all  for  y®  year  En- 
suing voated  that  Josiah  Batchelder  be  Clerk  for  y®  year 
Ensuing  Voated  that  the  sum  of  Eighty  pounds  be  added  to 
mr  Chipmans  Stated  Sallerie  of  Eighty  pounds  a year,  for 
this  present  year  which  makes  the  sum  of  one  Hundred  & 
sixty  pounds  for  the  present  year  and  whereas  on  consid- 
eration that  there  hath  been  a mis  vnder  Standing  as  to  the 
bounds  between  wenham  and  this  precinct  they  then  voated 
and  made  Choice  of  Mt  Jonathan  Dodge  senr  m.r  Jonathan 
Batchelder  & mr  James  Meachem  To  be  a Commetie  to  En- 
quire into  that  affaier  and  to  use  proper  means  and  measures 
for  the  settleing  the  same  and  to  make  Return  at  the  next 
meeting 

March  y®  9^  1736/7  To  Collector  Benj^  Brown  you  are 
here  by  ordered  to  pay  or  allow  to  y^  wido  mary  Raymond 
5si/6d  which  she  is  abated  and  allso  to  pay  or  allow  to  John 
Engersol  3®/  which  he  is  abated 
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March  y®  1-1737/8  y®  Cometie  han®  allowed  Collector 
Benj^'  Brown  ten  shillings  for  his  Seruiee  in  Collecting  and 
hane  allowed  him  one  shilling  which  was  Lost  on  John  Trasks 
Rate  and  at  y®  same  Treasurer  Cresey  ordered  to  pay  snme 
0-11-0 

An  accompt  of  y®  Money  assessed  and  Levyed  vpon  y®  In- 
habitants and  Estates  Lying  within  & Belonging  to  the  Pre- 
cinct of  Salem  and  Beuerly  for  the  Support  of  the  ministry 
for  anno  1736  and  y®  Defr eying  other  Necessary  Charges  of 
sd  precinct  made  in  four  Lists  of  assessment  and  Committed 
To  y®  Collectors  with  warrants  To  collect  y®  Same  The  first 
List  Committed  To  Collector  Joshua  Dodge  being  fifty  pound 
five  shillings  & seuen  pence  The  first  List  Committed  To 
(Collector  Josiah  Trask  being  thirty  seuen  pound  four  shil- 
lings & Eleuen  pence  To  be  paid  to  mr  Joseph  Cresey  Treas- 
urer of  sd  precinct  by  y^  Last  Day  of  august  next  Enlsuing 
the  Dhte  here  of  and  the  other  List  Comitted  to  the  Said 
Collector  Dodge  being  £50-5i^7<^  and  the  other  List  Com- 
mitted to  y®  sd  Collector  Trask  £37-#-!!^  The  whole  sum 
containing  one  Hundred  & Seuenty  five  pound  & one  shilling 
To  be  paid  in  vnto  the  aforsd  Treasurer  his  order  or  successor 
in  the  same  place  and  office  accompted  for  by  y®  Last  Day 
of  february  Next  Ensuing  y®  Date  here  of  July  y®  28  = 1736 

An  accompt  Giuen  to  the  aforsd  Treasurer  of  the  sums  in 
the  aforsd  Collectors  Lists  and  his  order  to  Demand  and  Re- 
ceiue  3^®  same  as  he  shall  recieue  orders  from  y®  parrish  Com^®® 
and  his  order  to  pay  to  y®  Reuernd  mr  John  Chipmans  out 
of  y®  aforsd  sums  one  hundred  and  sixty  pound  for  his  Sallerie 
for  anno  1736  and  the  Remainder  being  fifteen  pound  and  one 
shilling  to  Remain  in  y®  [Treasury]  untill  further  order 

March  y®  3^  1736/7  the  order  Giuen  to  Collector  Joshua 
Dodge  To  pay  or  allow  y®  following  abatements  viz  To  Rich- 
ard Trow  0-8-10  To  william  Dike  0-8-10  To  andrew 
Dodge  0-3-0  To  Israel  Balch  0-8-10 

March  y®  1 — 1737/8  and  by  his  order  to  pay  Matthew 
Coy  1-0-2  which  he  is  abated  and  at  the  same  time  haue  allow 
him  ten  shillings  for  his  Service  in  Collecting  which  Joseph 
Cresey  Treasrer  is  ordered  to  pay  y®  sd  Collector  and  at 
Same  time  an  order  Giuen  to  Collector'  Josiah  Trask  To  pay 
or  allow  y®  following  abatements  Made  on  his  Lists  for  anno 
1736  viz  for  the  wido  mary  Raymond  0-5-0  To  Luke  Blatch- 
field  S^'/IO^^  To  Edward  Trask  0-8-10 
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March  ye  9^^  1736/7  ye  sd  Collector  ordered  to  pay  or 
allow  to  Nath®^^  Brown  5®/  which  he  is  abated  on  accompt  of 
Josiah  Batchelder  Jun^  Land  and  allso  to  allow  or  pay  to 
y®  widow  mary  Raymond  5®/  which  she  is  abated 

December  y®  18  : 1738  y®  Cbmtie  allowed  Collector  Josiah 
Trask  for  his  Seruice  in  Collecting  10^  and  at  y®  same  time 
Joseph  Cresey  Treasurers  ordered  to  allow  or  discount  ye 
same  with  y®  Said  Collector 

At  a meeting  of  the  Commetie  Mjarch  y®  9^  1736/7  Cap^^ 
Ebenezer  Raymonds  accompt  of  one  pound  and  three  shil- 
lings which  he  paid  to  mr  Beni^  Rutland  for  mending  our 
meeting  house  Glass  in  y®  year  1736  and  allso  his  accompt  of 
7®i/  for  his  prouideing  and  seting  up  fence  about  y®  precincts 
Land  by  the  meeting  house  was  allowed  and  allso  mr  Daniel 
Conant;  was  allowed  4®/  — for  his  prouideing  and  Seting  up 
fence  about  y®  Same  Land  both  in  the  year  173i6  which  is 
allowed  to  be  paid  out  of  y®  Treasury  and  at  ye  same  time 
An  order  Giuen  to  mr  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  To  pay  to  sd 
Cap^^  Raymond  y®  one  pound  & ten  shillings  and  allso  Or- 
dered to  pay  to  Daniel  Conant  four  shillings 

Warrant  These  are  to  warne  and  Giue  Notis  to  the  In- 
habitants of  the  precinct  of  Salem  and,  Beuerly  that  they  as- 
semble them  selves  and  Meet  togather  at  the  Publick  meeting 
house  in  Said  Precinct  on  wensday  Ninth  Day  of  March  In- 
stant at  one  of  the  Clock  in  the  after  Noone  then  and  there  to 
Choose  our  Precinct  officers  for  the  year  Ensuing  viz  To 
Choose  a Commetie  To  Manage  The  Prudentiall  affairs  of  sd 
Precinct  for  the  year  Ensuing  allso  to  Choose  a Clerk ; assess- 
ors ; a Treasurer  and  Collectors  all  for  the  year  Ensuing  allso 
to  know  what  Money  they  will  Raise  for  to  add  to  Mr  Chicmans 
Sallerie  of  Eighty  pounds  for  his  support  this  present  year 
allso  To  Consider  of  some  way  To  Remove  seuerall  Dificulties 
which  y®  Reuerend  Mr  Chipman  Informed  the  Commetie  that 
he  is  vnder  in  the  following  articles  viz  In  that  his  yearly 
sallerie  is  not  pay<^  in  vnto  him  seasonably  according  to  y® 
times  perfixed  for  payment  Secondly  that  the  Land  by  the 
meeting  house  voated  to  his  use  and  Improuement  Not  being 
sufficiently  & their  not  being  a Diuision  of  fence  Setteled  with 
Somic  that  border  vpon  it  So  not  being  made  vp  he  is  De- 
priued  of  Considerable  of  y®  benifit  there  of  & 3^^^  that  y® 
Common  Right  in  Beuerly  Common  which  is  set  to  y®  use 
of  y®  ministry  of  this  parrish  Not  being  fenced  & he  being 
Now  Called  vpon  to  make  y®  proportion  of  fence  belonging 
to  the  same  he  Dtesires  that  the  parrish  would  Take  Care  that 
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Said  fence  may  be  Seasonably  made  vp  that  he  may  haue  y® 
Tmprouement  of  the  same  or  that  said  Common  Right  May 
sold  and  the  Money  Improued  for  y«  use  of  y®  ministry  of 
this  parrish  foreuer  and  to  Do  what  shall  be  thought  Need- 
full  and  proper  To  be  Done  in  order  to  Remoue  Each  of  these 
Dificulties  for  y^  future  and  allso  to  Consider  that  where  as 
it  hath  been  moved  to  y®  Commetie  by  seuerall  persons  that 
it  be  needfull  that  a new  Regulation  be  Made  In  our  meeting 
house  by  New  seating  our  people  therein  and  in  Case  the 
people  shall  see  fitt:  then  to  Choose  Commetie  for  that  Ser- 
uice  and  to  Giue  them  Some  Instructions  for  their  Guide  in 
that  affaier  and  allso  to  Consider  of  y®  Dificulties  that  y® 
two  Collectors  in  beuerly  part  of  said  parrish  for  y®  two  Last 
years  past  haue  meet  with  Relateing  to  matthew  Coys  Rates 
who  Refuses  and  Neglects  to  pay  the  same  accounting  him 
self  Not  Liable  to  be  taxed  here  with  us  for  Reasons  which 
may  then  be  offered  to  the  Meeting  and  to  Do  what  may  be 
proper  on  that  matter  Dated  at  y®  precinct  of  Salem  & Bev- 
erly March  y®  3*^  1736/7  by  order  of  the  Com^® 

Josiah  Batchelder  pre^  Clerk 

At  a meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  y^  Precinct  of  Salem 
and  Beverly  Regularly  warned  and  assembled  on  y®  ninth 
Day  of  March  anno  1736/7  Mr  Jonathan  Dodge  senor  voated 
and  Chosen  Moderator  of  sd  meeting  at  said  meeting  voated 
that  Mr  Jonathan  Dodge  senr  Lif^'^  John  Leech  and  Josiah 
Batchelder  be  a Commetie  to  manage  the  prudentiall  affaiers 
of  sd  precinct  for  y®  year  Ensuing  allso  voated  that  Josiah 
Batchelder  be  Clerk  for  y®  year  Ensuing  noted  that  y^ 
Commetie  before  Chosen  for  to  manage  y®  prudentiall  affaiers 
for  y®  year  Ensuing  be  assessors  for  y®  year  Ensuing — voated 
that  Mr  Joseph  Cresey  be  Treasurer  for  sd  parrish  for  the 
year  Ensuing  allso  voated  and  allowed  to  y®  sd  Treasurer 
for  his  Seruice  one  penney  in  the  pound  for  taking  in  and 
paying  out  the  money  y®  year  Ensuing  Voated  that  mr 
Gedion  Rea  be  Collector  for  Salem  part  of  sd  parrish  for  y® 
year  Ensuing  Voated  that  mr  Benerges  Raymond  be  Col- 
lector for  Beverly  part  of  sd  parrish  voated'  that  the  Sum 
of  one  Hundred  & Sixty  pounds  in  bills  of  Creeditt  Include- 
ing  In  it  y®  Stated  Sallarie  of  Eighty  pounds  a year  be 
Raised  for  the  support  of  y®  Reuerend  mr  John  Chipman 
this  present  year 

Being  Sensable  by  what  y®  Reuerend  mr  Chipman  hath 
Communicated  to  y®  Meeting  of  the  sickness  that  he  hath 
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been  vissitted  with  In  his  familie  and  trouble  and  expence 
that  he  hath  been  at  in  y®'  year  past  Voated  that  there  be  a 
(quarterly  Contribution  in  said  parrish  this  year  To  wards  the 
support  of  that  Charge  and  that  it  begin  y^  first  sabath  in 
april  next  and  so  forward  — Voated  that  mr  Robert  Dodge 
nir  Jonathan  Batchelder  and  mr  eTonah  Dodge  be  a Com- 
nietie  to  take  care  and  Make  vp  y®  fence  about  y®  precinct 
Ijand  b}^;  the  meeting  house,  that  is  voated  to  y®  use  amd  Im- 
prouement  of  mr  Chipman  & to  Diuide  and  Settle  y®  Diuision 
of  fence  with  such  persons  as  Joyn  vpon  it  and  allso  to  take 
Care  that  such  persons  as  haue  not  made  vp  their  proportion 
of  fence  set  out  to  them  about  sd  Land  may  seasonably  Do  it 
and  that  the  sd  Commetie  shall  be  paid  for  their  seruice 
and  it  is  Left  with  y®  present  Commetie  for  manageing  y® 
prudential]  s of  sd  precinct  to  Raise  Money  To  Defrey  that 
Charge  if  there  be  not  a sufficiency  In  the  Tresury  all  Ready 
Voated  that  Mr  John  Balch  Capf^  Ebenezer  Raymond  & 
Deacon  John  Conant  be  a commetie  To  Enquire  Into  y® 
scircumstances  of  that  Common  Right  in  Beuerly  Common 
that  was  Set  to  the  ministry  of  this  parrish  to  se  whither  y® 
parrish  haue  power  to  Sell  y®  sd  Right  and  to  improue  y® 
money  for  y®  Ministry  of  sd  parrish  for  euer  and  their  be  not 
power  to  Sell ; then  y®  Commetie  to  take  those  measures  which 
they  in  their  prudence  they  shall  think  proper  for  to  be  En- 
abled and  to  make  their  Return  to  the  Commetie  of  sd  parrish 
as  soone  as  may  be  with  convenience  allso  Voated  that  Mr 
Elisha  Dodge  Mr  Joshua  Dodg  & mr  abraham  Browne  be  a 
Commetie  to  New  Seate  the  people  in  our  meeting  house 

May  the  31  anno  1737  An  accompt  of  the  Money  assessed 
and  Levyed  vpon  the  Inhabitants  & Estates  Lying  within  and 
Belonging  to  the  Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beuerly  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  ministry  for  anno  1737  and  the  Defreying  other 
Necessary  Charges  of  sd  precinct  Made  in  two  Lists  of  assess- 
ment and  Committed  To  the  Collectors  with  warrants  to  Col- 
lect the  Same:  To  Collector  Benerges  Raymonds  List  Ninety 
Eight  pound  Nineteen  shillings  & Eight  pence  To  Collector 
Gedion  Reas  List  Seventy  five  pound  Eight  shillings  and  two 
pence  The  whole  sum  amounting  to  174  - 7 - 10  To  be  paid 
in  unto  mr  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  of  Said  precinct  his  order 
or  successor  in  the  Same  place  and  office  the  one  half  To 
be  paid  by  the  Last  Day  of  august  Next  Ensuing  y®  Date 
here  of  and  the  whole  sum  amounting  to  one  Hundred  Sev- 
enty four*  pound  & seuen  shillings  & ten  pence  To  be  paid  in 
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and  accompted  for  with  y®  aforsd  Treasurer  his  order  or 
successor  as  aforsd  by  the  Last  Day  of  march  Next  Ensuing 
y«^  Date  here  of  & Eight  shilling-s  and  ten  pence  more  By 
trances  Symonds  Rate  on  Collector  Benerges  Raymonds  List 
An  accompt  Giuen  to  the  aforsd  Treasurer  of  the  Respective 
sums  in  the*  aforsd  Collectors  List  and  his  order  to  Demand 
and  Receiue  y®  sums  into  the  Treasury  for  which  sums  he 
as  Treasurer  Is  accountable  to  y®  precinct  for  and  to  pay  out 
the  same  as  he  shall  Receiue  orders  from  y®  Com^®®  from  time 
to  time 

May  y®  31  anno  1737 

May  the  31  anno  1737  the  order  Giuen  to  mr  Joseph  Cresey 
Treasurer  To  pay  to  the  Reuerend  mr  John  Chipman  the 
Sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  out  of  the  aforsd  sum : 
for  his  Sallerie  for  y®  year  1737  And  the  Remainder  being 
fourteen  pounds  seven  shillings  and  ten  pence  To  Remain  In 
the  Treasury  vntill  further  order 

March  y®  first  an  Order  Giuen  to  Mr  Joseph  Cresey  Treas- 
urer To  pay  to  Moses  Flewant  three  pounds  for  his  Takeing 
Care  of  our  Meeting'  house  in  y®  year  1737  allso  at  the  same 
time  an  Order  Giuen  to  y®  said  Treasurer  Cresey  to  pay  to 
Mr  William  Trow  two  pounds  nine  shillings  and  Eight  pence 
Due  for  y®  Commetes  Expence  in  y®  year  1737  and  fifteen 
shillings  Due  for  y®  Commeties  Expence  which  Seated  our 
meeting  house  in  the  Same  year 

June  y®  1 — 1738  y®  Commetie  haue  allowed  to  Collector 
Gideon  Rea  8^/10*^  for  his  seruice  in  Collecting  y®  ministers 
Rate  in  the  year  1737  which  M*r  Joseph  Cresey  as  treasurer 
is  ordered  to  pay 

March  y®  10'*^  1737/8  Mr  Beniamin  Rutlands  Bill  for 
mending  our  meeting  house  windows  in  March  1737/8 
£l_16s_od  which  Bill  Mr  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  is  ordered 
to  pay 

Where  as  application  being  made  to  the  Commetie  of  this 
Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beverly  by  Sundery  of  y®  Inhabitants 
of  y®  Said  Precinct  Requesting  that  a meeting  be  Called  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Said  pecinct  To  Consider  whither  it  may 
not  be  of  aduantage  and  benifit  To  this  Precinct  for  the 
future  To  be  Incorporated  into  a Township  Wherefore  these 
are  to  warne  and  Giue  Notis  to  y®  Inhabitants  of  y^^  Said  Pre- 
cinct that  they  assemble  them  seines  & meet  togeather  at  the 
publick  meeting  house  in  Said  precinct  on  thusday  y®  7^  Day 
of  July  instant  at  two  of  y®  Clock  in  the  after  Noone  then 
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and  there  to  know  the  popels  Minds  Relateing  to  their  being 
In  Cop  orated  into  a Township  and  if  uppon  a mature  and 
Deliberate  Consideration  and  Debate  upon  that  matter  it 
shall  be  thought  by  the  people  Most  aduantageous  for  Said 
precinct  to  be  Incorporated  and  made  into  a Township  then 
to  take  the  most  proper  measures  to  effect  the  Same  & allso 
to  Do  what  y®  people  shall  then  think  Necessary  and  proper 
to  be  Dbne  on  that  affaier  and  allso  to  Consider  of  the  Re- 
quest of  Mr  Robert  Dodge  for  some  allowance  to  be  made  him 
for  Seruice  Done  for  y®  precinct  by  him  when  he  was  parrish 
Treasurer 

Dated  at  y®'  preinct  of  Salem  & Beuerly  July  y®  first  1737 
pr  order  of  the  Com,^®^’ 

Josiah  Batchelder  Prec^'^  Clerk 

At  a meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Salem 
and  Beuerly  Regularly  warned  & assembled  on  the  Seuenth 
Day  of  July  1737  Mr  Jonathan  Dodge  senor  voted  and  Cho- 
sen Moderator  of  Said  meeting  (y®  Meeting  being  opened) 
& after  Some  Consideraton  & Debate  upon  the  matter  of  y® 
meeting  it  was  noted  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  untill 
munday  the  11'^^  Day  of  July  Instant  to  the  Same  place  at  4 
of  the  Clock  in  the  after  noone  then  and  there  to  proceed  on 
the  busines  of  Said  meeting 

At  y®  meeting  of  y®  Inhabitants  of  y®  precinct  of  Salem 
and  Beuerly  according  to  y®  adjournment  on  the  11  day  of 
July  1737  and  after  some  Debate  and  Consideration  on  y® 
busines  of  sd  Meeting  viz  of  y®  parrishes  being  Incorporated 
into  a Township  it  was  put  to  uote  to  know  whither  or  no 
it  were  y®  peopls  minds  that  this  Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beu- 
erly with  Some  addition  should  be  Incorporated  in  to  a 
Distinct  and  Seprate  Township  if  it  might  be  obtained;  and 
the  uote  passed  in  the  affirmitive 

2i:^y  Uoted  3^^  they  would  proseed  (on  that  affaier)  and 
take  the  best  and  most  proper  ways  and  Means  they  Could  to 
Endeuer  that  the  Said  Precinct  be  Incorporated  into  a town- 
ship 

3dly  uoted  Jonathan  Batchelder  William  Porter  & Lif^'^ 
John  Leech  be  a Commetie  To  Prefer  a Petition  to  the  town 
of  Salem  To  se  if  the  Town  will  Set  off  Salem  part  of  Said 
Precinct  Avith  some  addition  there  too,  to  be  with  Beuerlj^ 
part  of  Said  Precinct  Incorporated  in  to  a Township 

4thly  Uoted  that  Andrew  Dodge  Elisha  Dodge  and  Cap^ 
Ebenezer  Raymond  be  a Commetie  To  Prefer  a Petition  to 
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the  Town  of  Beuerly  To  Se  if  the  Town  will  set  of  Beuerly 
part  of  Said  Precinct  with  Some  addition  there  too  to  be  with 
Salem  part  of  Said  Precinct  Incorporated  into  a Township 

Sly  Uoted  that  it  be  Left  with  Each  of  y®  aforsd  Com^^® 
that  are  Chosen  to  prefer  petitions  to  their  Respective  Towns 
To  Petition  for  such  Lines  as  they  in  their  Prudience  shall 
think  meet 

December  y®  18  — 1738  The  Commetie  abated  on  Collector 
Benerges  Raymonds  List  for  anno  1737 

.June  y®  29th  1737  an  order  was  Giuen  to  mr  Joseph  Cre- 
sey  Treasurer  to  Demand  and  Receiue  y®  following  sums  into 
the  Treasury  of  mr  .Jonathan  Dodge  a former  Treasurer  0-9-0 
of  Thomas  Preston  Collector  in  anno  1726  1-19-0  of  Mr 
Robert  Dodge  a former  Treasurer  1-14—0  of  Mr  John 
Batchelder  Junr  a former  Cbllector  0-17-4  of  Mr  Daniel 
Cresey  a former  Collector  1-7-6  of  Mr  Nehemiah  Hayward 
a former  Collector  2-0-5  which  sums  7-7-3  the  Said  Treas- 
urer is  accountable  for  and  to  pay  out  the  same  as  he  shall 
Receiue  orders  for  from  y®  Commetie 

febuary  y®  7^  1737/8  the  Comt®®  haue  Rec*^  Mr  Robert 
Dodges  accomipt  of  his  Seruice  In  takeing  Care  and  Repaier- 
ing  y®  fence  about  the  precincts  Land  and  haue  allowed  him 
fourteen  shillings  for  that  seruice  and  Given  an  order  to  Mr 
Joseph  Cresey  To  pay  the  Said  £0-14®-0^  and  at  the  same 
time  haue  allowed  to  Jonathan  Batchelder  Nine  shillings  for 
his  Seruice  In  the  same  affaier  both  for  the  year  1737  and  his 
order  Giuen  to  y®  sdl  Treasurer  Cresey  to  pay  y®  same  and 
at  the  same  time  ye  Commetie  allowed  to  Collector  Robert 
Dodge  10>®!/  for  his  Seruice  in  Collecting  in  year  1734  and 
the  sd  Treasurer  Cresey  ordered  to  pay  y®  same  and  at  the 
time  y®  Commetie  haue  abated  doct^  Jonathan  Hayward  seuen 
shillings  on  Collector  Robert  dodges  List  for  anno  1734  and  the 
sd  Treasurer  Cresey  is  ordered  to  pay  to  y®  sd  Collector  Dodge 
the  same  and  allso  haue  abated  on  Collector  Gedion  Reas 
List  for  anno  1737  And  allso  at  the  same  time  haue  Giuen 
an  order  to  Collector  Gedion  Rea  to  pay  to  John  Browui  Eight 
shillings  and  ten  pence  which  he  is  abated  and  allso  to  pay 
Josiah  Trask  Eight  shillings  and  ten  pence  which  he  is  abated 

March  y®  1 = 1737/8  the  Said  Collector  Gedion  Rea  is 
ordered  to  pay  or  allow  To  Malachi  Corning  8®/10<^  which  he 
is  abated 

Abatements  made  on  Collector  Benerges  Raymonds  Lis 
for  anno  1737  and  allso  at  the  same  time  haue  Giuen  an 
order  to  Collector  Benerges  Raymond  To  pay  to  James  Mea- 
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chem  Eig’ht  shillings  & ten  pence  which  is  abated  and  allso 
an  order  to  pay  to  John  Maxwell  nine  shillings  and  ten  pence 
which  he  is  abated 

March  y^  first  1737/8  y®  sd  collector  is  ordered  to  pay  to 
Matthew  Coy  £1/2^  which  he  is  abated  also  ordered  to  pay  or 
allow  to  Robert  Dodge  Junior  ten  shillings  which  he  is  abated 
December  y®  18:  1738  the  Commetie  haue  abated  Benia- 
min Maxwells  head  = and  haue  abated  Joseph  Seers 

and  haue  allowed  To  Collector  Benerges  Raymond  for 
his  Seruice  in  Collecting  0-10-0  which  sums  Mr  Joseph  Cre- 
Treasurer  was  theen  ordered  to  allow  or  Discount  with  ye 
sd  Collector 

Warrant  These  are  to  warne  and  Giue  Notis  to  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beuerly  that,  they  assem- 
ble them  selues  And  Meet  Togeather  at  the  publick  Meeting 
house  In  sd  precinct  on  wensday  the  first  Day  of  March  Next 
at  Eleuen  of  y®  Clock  in  the  fore  Noone  then  and  there  to  our 
precinct  officers  for  the  year  Ensuing  viz  to  Choose  a Com- 
metie To  Mannage  the  prudential  affaiers  of  Said  precinct  & 
to  Choose  a Clerk  assessors  A Treasurer  and  Collectors  all  for 
the  year  Ensuing  allso  Se  what  Money  they  will  Raise  for 
the  support  of  the  ministry  this  present  year  be  sides  the 
Stated  Sallerie  of  Eighty  pounds  a year  allso  To  Consider 
whither  it  maynt  be  proper  to  Choose  a Commetie  to  treat 
with  a Commetie  which  the  Town  of  Salem  haue  Chosen,  and 
Likewise  to  Choose  a Commetie  to  treat  with  a Commetie 
that  may  be  Chosen  by  the  Town  of  Beuerly  (if  they  shall 
se  cause  to  choose  one)  to  treat  on  the  Reasons  and  to  Con- 
sider and  agree  on  proper  means  and  measures  to  Remoue 
the  Inconueniences  and  Dificulties  which  this  precinct  Labours, 
of,  mentioned  in  Said  precincts  Late  petitions  Respectively 
preferred  to  the  Town  of  Salem  and  the  Town  of  B(uierly 
for  their  leave  & Consent  for  this  precincts  being  In  coperated 
into  a Township,  that  so  all  further  Endeuouers  for  sd  In- 
corporation may  cease  allso  to  consider  the  petition  of 
Matthew  Coy  to  be  abated  his  Rates  that  he  hath  been  Rated 
or  taxed  with  us  Since  he  hath  belonged  to  this  precinct 
(Either  the  whole  or  part) I for  Reasons  mentioned  in  the  said 
petition  that  may  then  and  here  appear  as  allso  to  Consider 
whither  the  Inhabitants  of  said  precinct  will  se  Cause  to  build 
a Seat  or  Seats  in  Some  Conuenient  place  or  places  in  our 
Meeting  house  for  the  negros  to  Set  in  by  them  selues 
Dated  at  the  precinct  of  Salem  and  Beurly  february  the 
Seuenth  1737/8  pr  order  of  y®  Com'^®® 

Josiah  Batchelder  prec^  Clerk 
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At  a meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Salem 
and  Beuerly  Regularly  assembled  on  the  first  Day  of  march 
1737/8  Ensig’^  John  Balch  voted  and  Chosen  Moderator  of 
said  meeting  Uoted  that  Cap^  Ebenezer  Raymond  Lif^^  John 
Leech  and  Josiah  Batchelder  be  a Commetie  To  Mannage  the 
Prudential  affaiers  of  sd  precinct  for  the  year  Ensuing 

Uoted  that  Josiah  Batchelder  be  Clerk  for  the  year  Ensuing 
Uoted  that  the  aforsd  Commetie  be  assessors  for  the  year  En- 
suing voted  that  mr  Joseph  Creesey  be  Treasurer  for  the 
year  Ensuing  And  he  shall  be  allowed  one  penney  upon  the 
pound  for  his  Seruice  Voted=Jhat  Edward  Dodge  and  Job 
Creesey  be  Collectors  for  sd  precinct  for  the  year  Ensuing 
uoted  that  the  Sum  of  one  Hundred  and  twenty  pounds  in  Bills 
of  Credit!  of  the  old  tenor  To  geather  with  Eighty  pounds  y® 
stated  Sallerie  which  Makes  two  Hundred  pound  of  the  old 
tenour  be  Raised  upon  the  Estates  and  Inhabitants  Lying 
within  and  Belonging  to  this  Precinct  for  the  Reuerend  mr 
John  Chipmans  support  this  Present  year 

it  Being  put  to  vote  whither  a Oommette  should  be  Chosen 
to  treat  with  a Commetie  from  the  Town  of  Salem  and  allso  a 
Commetie  to  treat  with  a Commetie  from  the  Town  of  Beuer- 
ly on  the  Reasons  mentioned  in  y®  Said  Precincts  Late  petition 
preferred  to  the  sd  Respective  Towns  for  their  Leaue,  for  said 
precincts  being  Incoporated  into  a Township,  and  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative  voted  for  Said  Commetie  Jonathan  Batch- 
elder Lif*^^  John  Leech  and  Josiah  Batchelder  uoted  that 
william  Porter  Serue  on  sd  Commetie  in  the  Roome  of  Josiah 
Batchelder  (who  Refuses  to  Serue)  who  are  fully  Impowered 
To  agree  with  y®  said  commetie  from  Salem  upon  proper  ways 
and  measurs  for  the  Remoueing  those  Dificulties  and  Incon- 
ueniencies  Said  precinct  are  Labouring  : as  mentioned  in  sd 
petition  and  fully  to  Settle  that  affaier  voted  that  mr  an- 
drew  Dodge  Ensign  John  Balch  & Cap^‘  Ebenezer  Raymond 
be  a Commetie  to  treat  with  a Commetie  from  Beuerly  on  the 
Reasons,  and  are  fully  Impowered  to  agree  with  said  Com- 
metie on  measurs  for  the  Remoueing  those  Dificulties  and  In- 
conueniencies  said  Precinct  are  Labouring  of  mentioned  in 
said  petition  and  fully  to  agree  and  Settle  that  affaier  it 
being  Put  to  vote  whether  the  parrish  would  Giue  Leaue  that 
the  assessors  should  abate  Matthew  Coy  all  his  Rates  the  three 
Last  years  past  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  allso  it  being 
put  to  vote  whether  the  precinct  would  build  Seprate  seats  in 
the  meeting  house  for  the  Negros  and  it  passed  in  the  Negative 
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March  y®  1738/9  then  the  Commetie  Reckoned  with  mr 
Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  for  the  following-  Sums  viz  To  Col- 
lector abraham  Brown  & Robert  Dodges  Lists  for  the  year 
1734  162-9-9 

To  Collector  Mark  Dodges  List  and  Collector  Beniamin 
Browns  1735  — 171-9-11  and  1-5-8  more  in  Collector  Dodges 
liist  which  w'as  not  Included  in  his  warrant  1-5-8 

To  Collector  Joshua  Dodges  List  and  Collector  Josiah 

Trask  List  for  anno  1736  175-1-0 

To  Collector  Gedion  Reas  List  and  Collector  Benerges 

Raymonds  List  for  anno  1737  — 174-7-10 

and  /9®  more  in  y®  Said  Raymonds  List  than  was  In- 
cluded in  his  warrant  0-9-<0 


685-03-02 

May  y®  24^  = 1739  = then  the  Committee  Reconed  with  m’" 
Joseph  Ci^eesy  Treasurer  — as  to  the  orders  giuen  to  him  y® 
— 2 = of  June  = 1737  to  Recieue  the  Sum  of  £7-7®^3‘^  which 
was  Some  behindments  in  some  Treasurers  and  Some  in  Col- 
ectors hands 

payed  to  nJ  Benjam’^  Rutland  for  mending  the  Meeting- 
house glass  9® — 0^9-0 

allowed  to  Collector  Thomas  Preston  for  his  Seruice  in 

Collecting  y®  Rate  0-10-0 

abated  on  Collector  John  Batchelders  list  0-17-4 

allowed  to  Collector  Daniell  Creesy®'  seruice  in  collec- 
tion 0-10-0 

abated  on  Collector  Dianiell  Creesy®  list  0^5-10 

and  there  Remains  do  to  the  Pre®'^  the  sum  of  4-15-1  two 
pounds  and  five  pence  of  said  4-15-1  is  yet  in  m’^  Nehemyah 
Haywards  hand 

An  accompt  what  money  Mr  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  paid 
by  order  of  y®  Oom'^®® 

To  Mr  Chipman  for  anno  1734  150-00-00 

and  for  anno  1735  160-00-00 

and  for  anno  1736  160-00^00 

and  for  anno  1737  160-00-00 


Total  630-00-00 

by  abatements  in  y®  four  years  viz  : 1734  & 1735  & 

1736  & 1737  — 016-10-03 

paid  to  mr  Flewant  for  his  taking  Care  of  the  meeting 

house  in  the  aforsd  four  years  012f-00-00 
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paid  to  mr  william  Trow  for  the  Commeties  Expence 
in  the  said  four  years  and  for  the  Expence  of  y^ 


Com^«  that  seated  ye  metting  hous — 
paid  to  the  following  Collectors  for  their  Seruice'J 
in  Collecting  in  the  sd  four  years  viz  to  abraham  ( 
Brown  10®/  To  Robert  Dodge  10®/  to  Mark  Dodge  I 
10®/  To  Beniamin  Brown  10'®'/  To  Joshua  Dodge  | 

10®!/  To  Josiah  Trask  10®/  And  to  Gedion  Rea  I 
10®/  and  to  Benerges  Raymond  10®/  J 

paid  to  mr  Beniamin  Cresey  for  Repaiering  the  meet- 


010-16-00 


OOA-OO-OO 


ing  in  y®  sd  four  years 


001-04-03 


paid  to  Cap'^’^  Raymond  £1/3®  which  he  had  before  paid 
to  mr  Rutland  for  mending  y®  meeting  house  win- 
dows within  y®'  said  four  years  001-03-00 

paid  to  Capi^  Raj^mond  7®/  paid  to  Daniel  Con-^ 
ant  4®/  and  paid  To  Robert  Dodge  14®*/  and 
paid  To  Jonathan  Batchelder  9^/  all  for  Re-  001-14-00 
paiering  y®  fence  about  y®  precincts  Land  by 
the  meeting  house  within  y®  said  four  years 
paid  to  mr  Beniamin  Rutland  for  mending  the 

meeting  house  windows  in  march  1737/8  001-16-00 

paid  to  Josiah  Batchelder  senr  2®/10^  and  Lost 

money  on  John  Trasks  Rats  1®/  000-03-10 

allowed  to  the  said  Treasurer  Cresey  for  his 

seruice  in  1737  000-14-00 

and  fifteen  shillings  paid  when  y®  Precinct  offi- 
cers were  sworn  within  y®  said  four  years 
and  in  y®  year  1738  0f.X)-15-00 

and  four  shillings  paid  for  paper  for  y®  Precincts 

use  000-04-00 

and  paid  to  John  Batchelder  Junr  Collector  in  y® 
year  1732  by  abatement  on  CapP^  Thomas 
Raymonds  Rate  in  his  List  001-01-02 

May  y®  24^^  = 1739  then  y®  Com^®®  Reckned  with  Teasurer 
Joseph  Creesy  as  to  y®  above  mentioned  Lists  the  four  lists 
amounting  to  685-3-2 

payed  and  allowed  according  to  the  above  men- 
tioned accompt  681-0-4 

and  tliere  Remains  do  to  the  Pre®*^  of  the  above 

mentioned  685-3-2  the  sum  of  04-2-10 


July  y®  1738  An  accompt  of  the  ^loney  assessed 

and  Levyed  upon  tlie  Inhabitants  and  Estates  Lying  within 
and  Iklonging  to  the  Precinct  of  Salem  & Beuerly  for  the 
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support  of  the  ministry  for  anno  1738  and  the  Defreying  other 
Ntecessary  Charges  of  Said  Precinct  Made  in  two  Lists  of 
assessment  and  Commited  to  y®  Collectors  with  warrants  to 
Collect  the  Same  : Edward  Dodges  List  one  Hundred  Nine- 
teen pound  six  shillings  & Seuen  pence  To  Collector  Job 
Oreseys  List  Ninety  seuen  pound  nineteen  shillings  & ten 
pence  The  whole  Sum  amounting  to  217-06-5 

To  be  paid  in  unto  mr  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  of  said  Pre 
cinct  his  Order  or  successor  in  the  same  place  and  office ; The 
one  half  to  be  paid  in  by  the  Last  Diay  of  august  Next  Ensuing 
y^  Date  hereof  and  the  whole  Sum  to  be  paid  and 
Accompted  for  with  y®  Said  Treasurer  as  aforsd  on  or  before 
y®  first  Day  of  March  Next  Ensuing  y®  Date  hereof 

An  accompt  Given  to  the  aforsd  Treasurer  of  the  Respective 
Sums  in  the  aforsd  Collectors  Lists  and  an  order  Given  to  him 
to  Demand  and  Receive  the  sd  sums  of  Money  in  to  the  Treas- 
ury for  which  sums'  of  Money  y^  sd  Treasurer  is  accountable 
to  said  parrish  for  and  to  pay  out  the  same  as  he  shall  Re- 
ceive order  for  from  the  Com'^'®®  July  y®  18  - 1738 

and  at  the  same  time  and  order  Giuen  to  the  said  Treasurer 
Cresey  To  pay  to  y®  Reuerend  mr  J ohn  Chipman  one  Hundred 
pound  (out  of  y®  aforsd  sums)  to  wards  his  Sallerie  for  this 
X)resent  year  to  be  paid  by  y®  Last  Day  of  august  Next  after  y® 
Date  here  of  — And  allso  to  pay  one  hundred  pound  more  by 
y®  Last  Day  of  february  next  which  is  In  full  of  his  Sallerie 
for  the  year  1738 

February  y®  17^  1738/9  Mr  Beniamin  Rutlands  Bill  for 
mending  our  Meeting  House  windows  in  february  1738/9 
£I-16^0€®^  and  mr  Joseph  Cresey  Treasurer  ordered  to  pay 
the  same 

February  y®  21  - 1738/9  abatements  Made  on  Collector  Job 
Creseys  List  of  Rates  for  anno  1738  and  allso  at  the  same  time 
haue  Giuen  an  order  to  y®  said  Collector  to  pay  To  James 
Chapman  Eleuen  shillings  which  he  is  abated  allso  to  pay  to 
mr  Samuel  Trask  two  shillings  which  he  is  abated  £0-11®-00^ 
February  y®  21  = 1738/9  abatements  Made  on  Collector 
Edward  Dodges  List  of  Rates  for  anno  1738  — And  at  the 
same  time  haue  Giuen  and)  order  to  the  said  Collector  To  pay 
to  mr  Jonathan  Dodge  sjenor  Eleuen  shillings  which  he  is 
abated  on  acount  of  his  Sons  head  that  Lines  at  wenham 

£00-lls-00<i 

February  y®  29'^^  - 1739^®  then  order  was  Giuen  to  mr  Jo- 
seph Creesy  Treas^  to  pay  to  mr  Moses  Fluent  for  taking  Care 
of  the  Meeting  house  for  y®  year  1739  the  sum  of  three  pounds 

3-0-0 
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March  y®  6th  1738/9  mr  Joseph  Creseys  Treasures  orders  to 
pay  mr  moses  Flewant  £3/  for  taking  Care  of  y®  meeting  house* 
in  1738  three  pounds  allso  an  order  to  pay  to  mr  william 
Trow)  three  pounds  and  ten  shillings  Dtue  for  the  Com^®^®  Ex- 
pence in  ye  year  1738  — 

The  warrant  for  march  meeting  1738/9 

These  are  to  warne  and  Giue  Notis  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Precinct  of  Salem  and  Beuerly  that  they  assemble  them  selues 
and  Meet  Togather  at  the  Publick  meteting  house  in  vsaid  Pre- 
cinct on  Tuesday  y®  Sixth  Day  of  march  Next  at  one  of  the 
Clock  in  the  afternoone  then  and  there  to  Make  Choice  of 
some  suteable  Persons  for  a Commetie  to  Manage  The  Pru- 
dential affaiers  of  said  Precinct  for  the  year  Ensuing  as  allso 
to  Choose  a Clerk  & assessors  a Treasurer  and  Collectors  all 
for  the  year  Ensuing.  And  to  make  some  Addition  To  Mr 
Chipmans  Salieri  e of  Eighty  pounds  a year  for  his  support 
this  Present  year,  allso  to  Take  some  Care  for  the  Kepaiering 
the  fence  about  y®  Precincts  Land  by  the  meeting  house  Dated 
at  the  Precinct  of  Salem  & Beuerly  February  the  21 — 1738/9 
pr  order  of  the  Com^®® 

Josiah  Batchelder  Pre®^^  Clerk 

At  a meeting  of  y®  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of  Salem  and 
Beuerly  Kegularly  assembled  on  the  sixth  of  March  1738/9 
Mr  Jonathan  Dodge  senor  voted  and  Chosen  moderator  of 
said  meeting  — Uoted  that  Mir  andrew  Dbdge  Liftnt  John 
Leech  & Mr  Joshua  Dodge  Be  a Commetie  to  manage  the 
Prudential  affaiers  of  said  Precinct  for  y®  year  Ensuing  — 
Uoted  that  the  aforsaid  Commetie  be  assessors  for  the  year 
Ensuing  Voted  that  Mr  Joshua  Dodge  be  Clerk  for  the  year 
Ensuing. — Voted  that  LifP^^  Nathaniel  Raymond  be  Collector 
for  Beuerly  parf  of  sd  Pre^  for  y®  year  Ensuing  allso  uoted 
that  mr  Robert  Baker  be  Collector  on  salem  part  of  said  pre- 
cinct for  y®'  year  Ensuing  — Uoted  that  mr  Joseph  Cresey  be 
J'reasurer  for  y®  year  Ensuing  — Uoted  that  y®  Treasurer  shall 
haue  one  penny  on  y®  pound  for  his  Seruice  in  Taking  in  and 
paying  out  y®  money  for  y®  year  Ensuing  — Voted  that  the 
Sum  of  one  Hundred  and  twenty  pound  of  the  old  tenour  be 
added  to  Mr  Chipmans  Sallerie  of  Eighty  pound  whicli  Makes 
two  hundred  pounds  of  y®  old  tenour  for  his  support  this 
Present  year 

March  y®  6th  1738/9  Mr  Joshua  Dodge  was  then  sworne  by 
y®  moderator  In  y®  meeting  to  the  faithfull  Discharge  of 
y®  office  of  a Clerk  in  Said  Precinct  for  the  year  Ensuing  — 
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March  y®  6'^  1738/9  Leu^  John  Leach  was  then  Sworne  to 

the  faithfull  Dis-charg  of  the  Office  of  an  assessor and  mr 

Joseph  Creesy  was  then  Sworne  to  the  faithfull  Discharg  of 
the  office  of  a Treasurer  — and  Robert  Baker  was  then 
Sworne  to  the  faithfull  Discharg  of  the  office  of  a Collector  — 
March  y®  9 1738/9  then  Leu^  Nathanaell  Raymond  who 

not  being  at  the  meeting  mett  the  Clarck  at  m’^  Trows  and  was 
then  Sworne  to  the  faithfull  Discharg  of  a Collectors  Office  — 
Septem’'  ye  14!^  = 1739  An  Account  of  the  Money  leveyed 
and  assessed  on  the  Inhabitants  and  Estates  in  the  Pre®'^  of 
Salem  and  Beverly  for  y®  year  — 1739  = being  two  lists  of 
assessment  made  and  Deliuered  to  the  CollecP®  as  followeth 
viz  to  Collector  Nathanaell  Raymond  his  list 

Containing  £124r-8-10 

and  to  Collector  Robert  Baker  one  list  amounting 

to  £96-6-6 

the  whole  of  the  two'  lists  amounting  to  £220^15-4 

for  the  which  Sum  or  Sums  there  i&  order  giuen  to  m^  J oseph 

Cresy  Treasurer  of  Said  Pre®'^  to  Demand  and  Recieve  of  the 
Said  Collectors  the  whole  Sum  or  Cums  Contained  in  their  lists 
and  to  pay  unto  the  Reverend  m’’  Chipman  for  his  Support  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry  for  the  year  1739  = the  Sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  one  hundred  to  be  payed  in  forthwith  and 
the  other  hundred  pounds  to  be  payed  unto  the  Said  m’^  Chip- 
man  on  or  before  the  first  Day  of  march  next  Ensuing  the 
Date  herof  and  the  Remaing  part  of  Said  lists  being — 21-17-4 
to  Remain  in  the  Tressury  untill  further  order 

September  ye  14^-1739 

March  the  11^  —1739^^  then  order  was  giuen  to  Treasurer 
Creesy  to  pay  to  m’^  Trow  the  sum  of  3-8-10  for  ye  Com^®®®, 
Expenc  for  y®  year  1739 

February  y®  29'^  — 1739^^  Then  the  Com,^®®  Reckned  with 
m^’  Joseph  Cresy  Treasu’’  for  the  two  Lists  of  assessment  made 
for  the  year  anno  Domini  = 1738  = and  Cemmited  to  the 
Collectors  as  followeth  viz  = To  CollecP  Edward  Dodge  his 
list  — 119-6-7  To  CollecP  Job  Creesj^  his  list  097-19-10 
The  whole  amounting  to  217-6-5  and  there  is  payed  to  m’^ 
Chipman  — 200^0^0  to  m’^  Trow  for  y^  Com!^®®®  Expence 
for  1738  — 3-10-0  to  m^  Fluent  for  taking  Care  of  the 
Meeting  house  for  the  year  1738  — 3-0-0  to  m^  Rutland  for 
mending  the  Meeting  house  glass  in  the  year  1738  — 1-16-0 
and  by  abatements  on  Edward  Dodge  his  list  — and  Collector 
Job  Creesy  his  list  for  the  year  1738  — 1-19-7  to  Treasurer 
Cresy  for  his  Seruice  0-18-1  and  allowed  to  the  Said  Col- 
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lector^  ten  shillings  a piece  and  there  Kemains  in  Treas- 
urer® hand  the  sum  of  five  pounds  2 shillings  and  nine  pence 
June  3 1740  an  order  drawn  on  mr  Joseph  Cresy  Treasurur 
to  pay  to  mr  Benj^  Rutland  00-19-06 

august  15  1740  another  Drawn  on  the  Treasurer  to  pay  to 
mr  Peter  shaw  02r-02-09 

August  20  1740  then  The  Committee  Reckoned  with  mr 
Joseph  Cresy  Treasurer  for  the  whole  of  all  behindments  un- 
tell the  beginning  of  the  year  1739  and  their  Remains  in  the 
Treasurers  hands  the  sum' of  nine  pounds  Eighteen  and  five 
pepce  Two  pounds  and  five  pence  of  the  sum  above  men- 
tioned Remains  in  ColP^’®  nehemiah  haywards  hand 
The  warrent  for  y®  Meeting  for  the  year  — 1739^® 

These  are  to  warn  and  giue  Notice  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Prect  of  Salem  and  Beverly  that  they  assemble  themselues  and 
Meet  togather  at  the  publick  Meeting  house  In  sd  Pre^'^  on 
Tuesday  the  Eleuenth  Day  of  March  Current  at  One  of  the 
Clock  in  the  After  Noon  then  and  there  to  Make  Choice  of 
Some  Sutable  persons  for  a Cont^®'®  to  Manage  the  affairs  of 
Said  Pre^^  for  the  year  Ensuing  and  allso  to  Make  Choice 
of  a Clerk  and  a Treasurer  and  assessors  and  Collectors  all 
for  the  year  Ensuing  and  allso  to  make  some  addition  to  nT' 
Chipmans  stated  sallery  of  Eighty  pounds  a year  for  the  year 
Ensuing  and  allso  to  do  what  may  be  thought  propper  Re- 
lating to  A petition  or  desire  of  mr  Josiah  Trask  and  Others 
whither  they  may  haue  the  liberty  at  their  own  Cost  and 
Charge  to  put  bannesters  on  and  doors  to  the  front  fore  seat 
below  on  the  womans  Side  in  Said  Meeting  house  Dated  at 
the  Pre°^  of  Salem  and  Beuerly  the  first  Day  of  March  anno 
Domini  = 1739^®  by  order  of  y^  Com^®® 

Joshua  Dodge  Pre®^  Clerk 

{To  he  continued) 


LESTER  W.  COUCH 


NECROLOGY 


Lester  S.  Couch  died  June  21st  at  the  age  of  73.  He  was 
the  son  of  Francis  A.  and  Caroline  A.  (Porter)  Couch. 
His  father  was  for  a long  time  a prominent  contractor  and 
builder  in  Danvers.  Mr.  Couch  was  well  known  in  the  public 
and  social  life  of  the  town  throughout  his  life  time,  enjoying 
a number  of  important  positions.  He  graduated  from  the  the 
Holten  High  School  in  the  class  of  1884.  He  was  a member 
of  Mosaic  Lodge  of  Masons  and  the  American  Legion.  He 
had  been  a trustee  for  many  years  of  the  Peabody  Institute, 
a member  of  the  Park  department  and  a trustee  of  the  Dan- 
vers Savings  Bank,  also  a director  of  the  Danvers  Co-operative 
Bank.  He  was  also  a member  of  the  Historical  Society  where 
his  services  in  many  ways  were  invaluable-  He  was  first  vice- 
president  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  the  architect  of 
Memorial  Hall  and  his  interest  and  planning  had  much  to  do 
in  bringing  about  this  beautiful  building.  He  leaves  his 
widow  Harriet  M.,  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Cook  of  Dan- 
vers and  Mrs.  Carolyn  McCumpba  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and 
two  sisters  Mrs.  Mehitable  Pope  of  Beverly  and  Mrs.  Martha 
Allen  of  this  town.  He  was  a citizen  whose  presence  and 
services  will  be  long  missed  in  the  town. 
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